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COVID CASUALTY: INDIA'S FY21 GDP TO DOWN 7.3%

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Covid-19-induced
volatility heavily
dented India's econ-
omy last fiscal as its
growth rate plunged

(-) 7.3 per cent from a rise of 4
per cent in 2019-20.  On a
sequential basis, however,
India's economy grew during
the fourth quarter, which ended
on March 31, 2021 by 1.6 per
cent. 

The data furnished by the National
Statistical Office (NSO) showed real
GDP or Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
at constant (2011-12) prices in year
2020-21 attained a level of Rs 135.13
lakh crore, as against the 'First Revised
Estimate' of GDP for the year 2019-20 of
Rs 145.69 lakh crore. 

"'GDP at Constant (2011-12) Prices
in Q4' of 2020-21 is estimated at Rs
38.96 lakh crore, as against Rs 38.33
lakh crore in Q4 of 2019-20, showing a
growth of 1.6 per cent," according to the
GDP estimates released by the Central

Statistics Office (CSO). Stating that the
government has announced numerous
policy measures, from providing the
most vulnerable with daily food rations
to postponing some deadlines for com-
pliance and tax filings to meet the crisis
caused by the pandemic, the ministry
said the clarifications provided by
International agencies like the IMF,
EUROSTAT etc. on treatment/econom-
ic classification of various measures
provided by the government in the
pandemic times were also considered
while compiling the estimates.

Worst in more than 40 years, data released by the government showed on Monday
TThhee  IInnddiiaann  eeccoonnoommyy  ccoonnttrraacctteedd  bbyy

77..33  ppeerr  cceenntt  iinn  22002200--2211  aaggaaiinnsstt  44  ppeerr
cceenntt  eexxppaannssiioonn  iinn  22001199--2200,,  sshhoowwiinngg

tthhee  iimmppaacctt  ooff  tthhee  rraaggiinngg  ccoorroonnaavviirruuss
ppaannddeemmiicc..  TThhee  NNaattiioonnaall  SSttaattiissttiiccaall
OOffffiiccee  ((NNSSOO))  pprroojjeecctteedd  aa  GGDDPP  ccoonn--

ttrraaccttiioonn  ooff  77..77  ppeerr  cceenntt  iinn  22002200--2211  iinn
iittss  ffiirrsstt  aaddvvaannccee  eessttiimmaatteess  ooff  nnaattiioonn--
aall  aaccccoouunnttss  rreelleeaasseedd  iinn  JJaannuuaarryy  tthhiiss
yyeeaarr..  II  iittss  sseeccoonndd  rreevviisseedd  eessttiimmaatteess,,

iitt  pprroojjeecctteedd  aa  ccoonnttrraaccttiioonn  ooff  88  ppeerr
cceenntt  ffoorr  22002200--2211..

SC asks tough questions from Centre over vaccine policy and other issues

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Athree-judge bench of the
Supreme Court on Monday
remarked, "You must smell the

coffee", as it grilled the Centre over its
vaccine policy and emphasised that
the policy to fight back the deadly
virus should be aligned with the
ground situation in the country.

The bench emphasised that the
vaccination not reaching the rural
population and indicated that 75 per

cent vaccination is being done
in urban areas. "With shortage there
is no chance of vaccine going in rural
areas," the bench noted. Justice
Chandrachud noted that private hos-
pitals, procuring the vaccines, are not

serving the core rural areas, therefore
the Centre is merely addressing
urban areas. Justice Chandrachud

emphasised the policy cannot

be ad-hoc day-to-day response,
instead there should a plan based on
science. "We want the policy to be
amended..need enforceable policies
for the country. You have to have a
policy to deal with these issues. If a
new issue comes up then policy has
to address it", said the bench. Citing

technical glitches on CoWIN applica-
tion used for registration for vaccina-
tions, Justice Bhat said he had
received distress calls from all over
the country, and added that young
people, who had registered for vacci-
nation, visit private hospitals, only to
find all slots are booked.

Making it clear that its suggestion on vaccine policy should be taken
in the right stride, the bench said "We are not going to run central
govt and make policies for you."
On the aspect of vaccine policy, Justice Chandrachud told Mehta
that the ability to recognise that 'I am wrong' is not a sign of weak-
ness, but that of strength.

AA  bbeenncchh  ccoommpprriissiinngg
JJuussttiicceess  DD..YY..
CChhaannddrraacchhuudd,,  LL..
NNaaggeesswwaarraa  RRaaoo  aanndd  SS..
RRaavviinnddrraa  BBhhaatt  ttoolldd
SSoolliicciittoorr  GGeenneerraall  TTuusshhaarr
MMeehhttaa,,  rreepprreesseennttiinngg  tthhee
CCeennttrree,,  ""YYoouu  mmuusstt  ssmmeellll
tthhee  ccooffffeeee  aanndd  sseeee  wwhhaatt
iiss  hhaappppeenniinngg  aaccrroossss  tthhee
ccoouunnttrryy"",,  aanndd  ssttrreesssseedd
tthhaatt  CCeennttrree''ss  vvaacccciinnaattiioonn
ppoolliiccyy  sshhoouulldd  nnoott  bbee
ccaarrvveedd  iinn  ssttoonnee,,  rraatthheerr  iitt
sshhoouulldd  eevvoollvvee  bbaasseedd  oonn
tthhee  ggrroouunndd  ssiittuuaattiioonn..  TThhee
bbeenncchh  ssuuggggeesstteedd  tthhaatt
tthhee  CCeennttrree  mmuusstt  kknnooww
tthhee  ggrroouunndd  ssiittuuaattiioonn  aanndd
cchhaannggee  iittss  ppoolliiccyy  
aaccccoorrddiinnggllyy..  

IIff  wwee  hhaadd  ttoo  ddoo  iitt,,  wwee
wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  ddoonnee  iitt  1155--2200
ddaayyss  bbaacckk..  IIff  wwee  hhaadd  ttoo  ddoo,,
wwee  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  ddoonnee  ssoo  1155
ddaayyss  aaggoo..  BBuutt  wwee  wwaanntt  yyoouu
ttoo  ssmmeellll  tthhee  ccooffffeeee  aanndd
rreeaalliissee  wwhhaatt  iiss  hhaappppeenniinngg  iinn
tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  aanndd  mmaakkee  tthhee
nneecceessssaarryy  aammeennddmmeennttss..""

ZZeerroo
vvaacccciinnee  ppoollii--
ccyy  ooff  MMooddii
ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt
iiss  aaccttiinngg  lliikkee
aa  ddaaggggeerr  iinn
MMootthheerr
IInnddiiaa''ss
hheeaarrtt..  SSaadd
TTrruutthh..""

Rahul Gandhi

❝

❝

❝
AMEND THE VAX POLICY

ADOPT LAST YEAR'S
POLICY FOR 12TH
BOARD EXAM
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The Supreme Court
on Monday told the Centre to
give reasons if the government
is departing from the decision
taken last year, amid the Covid
pandemic, in connection with
the class XII board exams. The
top court suggested that the
policy adopted last year can also
be adopted this year.  Attorney
General urged the top court to
give him time till Wednesday to
come back with a decision on
cancelling of class XII board
exams due to the pandemic. A
bench told the AG, "you take a
decision, but if you are depart-
ing from the decision taken last
year in connection with the
exams, then you must give us
good reasons."

New Delhi: The Supreme Court,
during the hearing on Centre's vac-
cine policy on Monday, referred to
the visuals aired by TV channels of
dead bodies being dumped into a
river in Uttar Pradesh as it sarcasti-
cally asked if any sedition cases has
been filed against the channels. 

A bench comprising Justices D.Y.
Chandrachud, L. Nageswara Rao
and S Ravindra Bhat noted:
"Yesterday, we saw pictures of a
dead body being thrown into the
river." In a sarcastic remark, Justices
Chandrachud added that: "I do not
know whether complaint of sedition
been filed against the news channel
for showing it."  The bench made
this remark when amicus curiae in
the matter, senior advocate
Meenakshi Arora submitted that
guidelines had to be formulated for

the dignified handling of bodies of
those who have succumbed to
Covid.  The remarks were made
before the hearing of two Telugu
news channels - TV5 and ABN
Andhra Jyoti - who moved the top
court seeking quashing of FIRs reg-
istered against them by Andhra
Pradesh Police. The same bench
taking a strong view on attempts to
muzzle the fourth estate, called for
defining "the limits of sedition", as it
put on hold coercive action against
two news channels. The top court
said the TV channels broadcasting
programmes and print media pub-
lishing views, "howsoever critical of
government, may not be seditious". 

The top court observed that it
would endeavour to define sedition
in the context of such charges being
invoked against media.

'DEFINE THE LIMITS OF SEDITION'

❝

Singapore|Agencies

The B1617 Covid-19
variant is spreading
worldwide at 'frighten-

ing speed' and could aggra-
vate the pandemic -- particu-
larly in countries with low
vaccination rates, according
to the latest assessment of
the virus by experts here. 

The B1617 strain is
becoming increasingly domi-
nant worldwide and this will
not be the last time that the
virus mutates, the Strait
Times reported on Sunday. 

"What is frightening is the
speed at which this variant is
able to spread and circulate
widely within the communi-
ty, often surpassing the capa-

bility of contact-tracing units
to track and isolate exposed
contacts to break the trans-
mission chains,a Professor
Teo Yik Ying, dean of the
National University of
Singapore's (NUS) Saw Swee
Hock School of Public
Health, was quoted as say-
ing.  "It has the potential to
unleash a bigger pandemic
storm than the world has
previously seen," Ying
added. 

While it remains unclear if
B1617 causes more serious
illness or deaths, the best
weapon remains widespread
vaccination. Vaccinated indi-
viduals have a reduced
chance of being infected,
and a much lower likelihood
of developing severe symp-
toms even if they are infect-
ed, Teo said.

B1617 has mutated to spread more easily from
person to person, and may dampen the protec-
tion conferred by vaccines as well as natural
infection, though only slightly, experts say. 
The variant, which was first detected in India
in October 2020, is now present in more than 50
countries and is surpassing other strains caus-
ing infections, according to the World Health
Organization (WHO). Earlier this month, the
global health body declared it as a "variant of
global concern".
The strain is 1.5 times to two times more trans-
missible than the strain that first appeared in
Wuhan 18 months ago. There are three versions
of B1617 -- B16171, B16172 and B16173. The
second version is the most relevant as it has
appeared to overtake B16171 in local cases as
well as those reported globally. The third ver-
sion, B16173, is rare, the report said.

B1617 variant spreading 
worldwide at 'frightening speed'

Lucknow|Agencies

Top BJP leaders including
BJP organization secre-
tary B.L. Santhosh and

UP in charge Radha Mohan
Singh will be in Lucknow on
Monday and Tuesday to hold
crucial meeting with the chief
minister and other party lead-
ers of the state.  The visit of
the leaders has further fuelled
speculations of a cabinet reshuffle and rever-
sal of roles for some leaders.According to a
party source, Santhosh and Radha Mohan
Singh will be holding a series of meetings
with chief minister Yogi Adityanath and sen-

ior leaders in the party and
the government.

State general secretary
Govind Narain Shukla said
that the two leaders would
review past programmes,
the panchayat elections and
also the upcoming assem-
bly elections.Sources, how-
ever, said that the two lead-
ers would also discuss in
detail, the Covid manage-

ment of the Yogi Adityanath government and
would suggest ways to negate the adverse
publicity that the BJP has got on the lack of
medical infrastructure, deaths due to short-
age of oxygen and disposal of dead bodies.

Crucial two-day BJP meeting in Lucknow

Majority expects no improvement
in living standard for another year 

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Majority of Indians
reported that in the
last one year or so

their overall living standard
has dropped significantly.
This happened almost a
year back and that red line
has not come down since
then.  To a question in the
survey on how many days
of Ration/ medicine etc. or
money for ration/medicine
etc. is available for your

family in your house, as
53.2 per cent said they have
less than three weeks of
rations.

Things are bleak on the
employment and income
front too. As many as 37.6
per cent respondents said
they are working under reg-
ulations and safety meas-
ures but income/salary has
decreased. 21.1 per cent
said income or salary is the
same while 10.9 per cent
said they are completely

laid off or out of work. 5.6
per cent respondents said
that they are working from
home but their salary or
income has decreased. In
total, large segments are
reporting reduced salary or
income or no income at all.
But everything seems to
have changed in last one
month or so. Now majority
of the Indians are saying
that their personal life as
well as the Country, both
are in poor state.

Worse is, the ever-
optimistic Indian is
so much spiralling
down the pes-
simism way at the
moment that they
don't see any ray
of hope in the com-
ing 12 months
either, as per the
IANS C Voter Covid
Tracker.

Kolkata: In a surprise devel-
opment on Monday, West
Bengal Chief Secretary
Alapan Bandyopadhyay, who
was given an extension of
three months, opted for his
normal superannuation
scheduled on May 31, appar-
ently putting an end to the
Centre-state tussle over his
Central deputation. 

Alleging that the decision
for Central deputation was a
fallout of the Centre's
vendetta politics, West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has
appointed Bandyopadhyay
as the Chief Political Advisor

to the CM.  Bandyopadhyay's
decision to opt for normal
retirement came after the
Centre sent a second letter to
him and the state govern-
ment, asking the senior offi-
cer to report to North Block
on Tuesday, clearly indicat-
ing that the Centre will not
withdraw from its stance. 

Banerjee then announced
that Bandyopadhyay has
been appointed as the Chief
Advisor to the Chief Minister
and he will start working
from Tuesday onwards with
a salary commensurate with
his age, seniority and 
designation.

ALAPAN QUITS, BECOMES
CHIEF ADVISOR TO CM

"ILL-INTENT, MOTIVATED"
DELHI HC DECLINES TO STOP CONSTRUCTION

AT CENTRAL VISTA, SLAPS RS 1 LAKH COST 
Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Delhi
High
Court on

Monday said
the petitioners
seeking to halt
construction
activity in con-
nection with
Central Vista
redevelopment project had "ill-intent and lack of bonafides",
as it junked their plea and slapped Rs 1Lakh cost on them. A
bench comprising Justice Chief Justice D.N. Patel and Justice
Jyoti Singh did not mince words in questioning the genuine-
ness of the petition. "We are of the view that this is a motivated
petition preferred by the petitioners and not a genuine public
interest litigation." The bench added that the whole Central
Vista Project is an essential project of national importance,
where the sovereign functions of Parliament are also to be
conducted and public is vitally interested in this project. "It is
obvious that petitioners have selectively chosen only one proj-
ect which is of national importance, at a vital place where
Republic Day celebrations are held in Delhi and is a part and
parcel of the larger project, namely, Central Vista Project", said
the bench.The ongoing construction work for the Central Vista
Project has come under heavy criticism by the main
Opposition Congress party in the backdrop of second wave of
the Covid pandemic. The High Court reiterated that work on
the project is of national importance, and it has to be complet-
ed within time-bound schedule by November 2021. 

FORMER MP
MINISTER
LAXMIKANT
SHARMA
PASSED AWAY

Bhopal: Former Minster of
Madhya Pradesh
Laxmikant Sharma died on
Monday due to Covid - 19.
He was admitted in Chirau
Medical College and
Hospital on May 12, where
he was getting treatment.
He took his last breath
here at 08.30 PM. Sharma,
60, was elected MLA, first
time in 1993. After that he
was elected in 1998, 2003
and 2008 from Sironj con-
stituency continuously. He
served ministerial portfolio
in four terms.
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The Defence Ministry on Monday came up with a second
negative defence import list to boost indigenisation.

The second list includes 108 defence equipment which will
not be imported. Earlier, the ministry had come up with a
negative import list of 101 items to give impetus to self-
reliance in defence manufacturing.

With the new list of items banned for imports, the tally has
now gone up to 209 since August last year when the embargo
on defence items was announced.

The Defence Ministry said that all the 108 items will now
be procured from indigenous sources as per the provisions
given in the Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020.

The list of items banned for imports will be implemented
between December 2021 and December 2025.

Out of the 108 items, 49 will come into effect from
December 2021, while the rest will be scattered over the next
four years.

Among the new items that will be banned from December
this year are helicopter with weigh up to 3.5 tonne, wheeled
armoured platforms, next generation corvette, mini UAVs,
mine protected vehicles, border surveillance system, and hel-
icopter launched anti-tank guided missile up to 7 km, among
others.The Defence Ministry said the second list lays special
focus on weapons/systems which are currently under devel-
opment/trial and are likely to translate into firm orders in the
future.

"Like the first list, import substitution of ammunition,

which is a recurring requirement, has been given special
focus. Not only does the list recognises the potential of the
local defence industry, it also invigorates impetus to domes-

tic research and development by attracting fresh investment
into technology and manufacturing capabilities," a Defence
Ministry statement said. The list comprises complex systems,

sensors, simulators, weapons and ammunition like helicop-
ters, next generation Corvettes, Air-borne Early Warning and
Control (AEW&C) systems, tank engines, medium power
radar for mountains, MRSAM weapon systems and many
more such items to fulfil the requirements of Indian armed
forces, the Defence Ministry said.

The second list has been prepared by the defence Ministry
after several rounds of consultations with the government
and private manufacturing industry confederations to assess
future capabilities of the Indian industry, which will be able
to meet requirements of the armed forces. This list provides
continuous impetus to self-reliance in defence.

The defence industry can gainfully utilise this opportunity
to build robust research and development facilities, and
capacities and capabilities to meet the futuristic require-
ments of the armed forces.The new list also provides an
opportunity for startups and MSMEs, which will be boosted
by this initiative.In August 2020, the first import ban list com-
prising 101 items was notified in pursuance of the govern-
ment's 'Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan' and to boost indigeni-
sation in the defence sector. At that time, it was also high-
lighted that more such equipment would be identified pro-
gressively to facilitate and encourage defence manufacturing
in the country.An embargo on defence imports is aimed at
strengthening domestic manufacturing as the the new
defence policy aims at Rs 35,000 crore defence exports in five
years.India aims to export defence equipment worth Rs
35,000 crore ($5 billion) by 2025, according to the draft
defence production export promotion policy 2020 released
by the Ministry of Defence.

DEFENCE MINISTRY COMES UP WITH 2ND NEGATIVE IMPORT LIST OF 108 ITEMS

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Even as a court in
Dominica is scheduled
to hear the matter of

fugitive diamantaire Mehul
Choksi on Wednesday after
he was caught from the
Caribbean island nation on
May 26, the Prime Minister of
Antigua and Barbuda, Gaston
Browne, has claimed that
Choksi may have taken his
girlfriend to Dominica on a
romantic trip before getting
caught.

"Mehul Choksi made a
mistake and the information
we are getting is that Choksi
travelled with his girlfriend,
but he was caught in
Dominica and now he can be
deported back to India,"

Browne reportedly told a
local radio station, as report-
ed by the Antigua News
Roon.

Choksi, who has been stay-
ing in in Antigua and
Barbuda since 2018 after tak-
ing citizenship in 2017 under
the Citizenship by
Investment programme,
reportedly fled to Dominica
on May 23 before being
caught on May 26.

It is speculated that Choksi
was going for dinner with his
girlfriend when he was
nabbed.A Dominican court
had restrained the deporta-
tion of Choksi on Friday till
June 2 while hearing a
habeas corpus plea filed by
his lawyers.

Choksi may have taken his girlfriend
to Dominica, claims Antigua PM

Team Absolute|New Delhi

ACongress panel met ministers and
MLAs in New Delhi to find out a com-
mon ground to end factionalism in

Punjab with the state going to the polls next
year. The panel will meet Navjot Singh Sidhu
and Chief Minister Amarinder Singh also.

In the Monday meet Congress state presi-
dent Sunil Jakhar met the committee consti-
tuted by party president Sonia Gandhi com-
prising of Mallikarjun Kharge, JP Aggarwal
and General Secretary In charge of the state
Harish Rawat.The committee will continue its
consultations till Wednesday. Navjot Singh
Sidhu is likely to meet the members on
Tuesday. Sources indicated that there is no
talk of replacing the Chief Minister, only reha-
bilitation of the important leaders.

Sidhu wants his rehabilitation either in the
government or the party. He has been attack-
ing the Chief Minister, saying that he is wait-

ing as the high command has intervened.
Sidhu dared the chief minister to prove his

allegations of his joining another party.
However, the All India Congress

Committee (AICC) will not take the risk of
replacing the Chief Minister as there is
nobody of his stature to face the Akali Dal
specially the Badal family. The Congress will
have to devise a middle path as 20 MLAs are
reported to be unhappy with the Amarinder
Singh's style of functioning.

Sources said the committee will perform a
balancing act between the two factions. Sidhu
and one non Sikh leader may be appointed as
Deputy Chief Ministers. The committee is
expected to submit its report this week itself.

Ram Awla, Gurkirat Singh, Rana Gurjeet
Singh, Arun Dogra, Raj Kumar Chabbewal,
Rana KP and Rakesh Pandey also met the
panel.Most of the MLAs complained about
arbitrary actions by the CM but the key con-
cern was the government's inability to bring
to book the culprits in the desecration of Guru
Granth Sahib and police firing during peace-
ful protests in 2015, which was in the party
election manifesto.

CONG PANEL ON PUNJAB MEETS MLAS TO FIND COMMON GROUND FOR TRUCE

PATNA | Agencies

AJD-U leader from
Khagaria district in
Bihar was killed on

Monday, an official said. 
The deceased, who has

been identified as Ashok
Sahani (35), was part of the
Fisheries Sahyog Samiti in
the district. He was abduct-
ed along with his aide from
the Bahuahi locality in
Khagaria on Sunday after-
noon. Sahani's aide Bablu
was released later in the
night.

Sahani's body was found
at Soradih village in the
Muffasil police station area
in the district.

"Ashok and Bablu went to
Gangaur to inspect the fish
pond around 1 p.m. on
Sunday. We have learnt that
the accused kidnapped
them at gunpoint on the
way. They had been taken to
an undisclosed location
where Bablu was released,"
said Ranjeet Kumar, the SHO
of Muffasil police station.

"We have constituted a
team to nab the accused
under the supervision of
Sadar DSP Sumit Kumar and
raids are underway in possi-
ble hideouts of the accused.
Now, we have learnt that he
was killed by the kidnap-
pers," Kumar said.

"The family members of

the victim claim that he was
expected to contest the
Panchayat election later in
the year and his political
rivals may have killed him.
Owning the contract for the
fish ponds could be another
reason for his murder. We
are investigating the incident
from all angles," Kumar said.

JD-U leader killed in Bihar's
Khagaria district

WOMAN RAPED IN ASSAM
WHILE RETURNING HOME
AFTER COVID RECOVERY

Guwahati: A woman was
allegedly raped by two men
in eastern Assam's
Charaideo district while she
was returning home from a
hospital after recovering
from Covid-19, the police
said on Monday. The police
have arrested both the
accused persons. According
to the police, accompanied
by her daughter, the woman
from the tea tribe commu-
nity was returning home
from the Sapakheti Model
Hospital after testing nega-
tive for Covid when two
men allegedly kidnapped
her and took her to a near-
by tea garden where they
raped her.The crime took
place on May 27 and was
reported to the police on
Saturday. The victim's
daughter told the police
that she and her parents
had tested positive for
Covid-19 a few days back
following which they were
admitted to the Sapakheti
Model Hospital.

Thiruvananthapuram|Agencies

In a letter to his counterparts in Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Telengana,
Maharashtra, Punjab, Odisha,

Rajasthan, West Bengal, Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, and Delhi, he said that
this is the need of the hour as with an
expected third wave on the anvil, the
only way to deal with it for mass vacci-
nation through which herd immunity
can be developed.

Vijayan said all the states should put
before the PM the need for giving the
vaccines free of cost to all the states, but
the Centre is trying to wash its hands of

it and asking the states to
make its own arrangements
even as companies are not
that keen to enter into
arrangements with the states.

Hence if the Centre invites
a global tender for the vac-
cines, it would be much bet-
ter and moreover if the bur-
den of vaccines comes on the
states, it could well turn out
to be huge financial burden,
he said. Besides the issue of
federalism is also there, he
noted.

Vijayan seeks all non-BJP CMs
take up vaccine issue with PM
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi

Vijayan on Monday reached out
to 11 other non-BJP Chief Ministers,
stressing the need for jointly 
taking up the issue of vaccine for
all with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Lucknow|Agencies

Pratap Chandra, a resident of
Lucknow has filed a complaint
against Serum Institute of

India (SII) CEO Adar Poonawalla
and others, alleging that he did not
develop antibodies despite taking a
Covishield dose.

The complaint has been filed at
Aashiana police station in Lucknow.

Those also named in the com-
plaint are DCGA director, Joint
Secretary of Health Ministry Luv
Agarwal, ICMR director Balram
Bhargava, National Health Mission
director Aparna Upadhyay, among
others.

Pratap Chandra has said in the
complaint that he received the first
dose of Covishield on April 8.
Chandra said he was supposed to
receive the second dose 28 days
later but on the said day, he was
told that the date for the second
dose had been extended by six

weeks.
Later, the government revised the

time gap between the two doses to
12 weeks.

Chandra said that after receiving
the first dose of the vaccine, he felt
weak and unwell.

Citing ICMR director general

Balram Bhargav's quotes in media
where he had said 'good levels of
antibodies are produced in the body
after the first dose of Covishield',
Chandra took a Covid Antibody GT
test from a government-approved
lab.The test result revealed that the
complainant did not develop any
antibodies against Covid-19, instead
his platelets had gone down to 1.5
lakh from 3 lakh.Chandra alleged
that after taking the vaccine he has
become more prone to the virus as
his platelet count has been reduced
by half.

The police have received the
complaint but no FIR has been filed
in the case.

The police said considering the
sensitivity of the matter, they have
informed the top officials before
taking any further action.

Meanwhile, the complainant has
threatened to move court if an FIR is
not registered against the people
mentioned in his complaint.

Lucknow man files complaint
against Adar Poonawalla
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Congress General Secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra on Monday wrote to
Union Education Minister Ramesh

Pokhriyal Nishank, urging him to reconsider
the decision regarding holding the CBSE Class
XII board exams due to the Covid pandemic. 

The Central Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) is yet to take a final call on conducting
the Class XII board exams. The Centre is

expected to take a final decision on the matter
soon.

Priyanka Gandhi said the three-page letter
has been written after taking feedback from
the students and parents on the issue of hold-
ing the Class XII board exams.

"I once again urge you to reconsider hold-
ing the CBSE 12th board exams and to con-
sider the suggestions made by them (students
and parents) very, very seriously. It will be a
great injustice if they are pushed into circum-
stances that endanger their lives when it is
completely unnecessary and it will be a great
pity if we let them down at this trying time in
their lives," the Congress leader wrote.

"These children are the future generation of
Indians. They have already coped with
immense pressure in the last year of their
schooling. For much of the year, their schools
remained closed, normal interactions with
friends that children thrive on have been
practically absent. Many contracted Covid-19
themselves and many have lost people they
love, family members and friends in this year
of tragedy and turmoil," she added.

Noting that the second wave of the pan-
demic has been even more devastating and
traumatic than the first one, Priyanka Gandhi
said, "The unimaginable pain we have suf-
fered collectively as a nation in these last few
months will probably be imprinted on the
individual and collective psyches of our chil-
dren for the rest of their lives.

Dont risk students' lives, reconsider
holding Class XII exams: Priyanka
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BJP leader Devendra
Fadnavis, who is the
Leader of Opposition

and former Chief Minister of
Maharashtra, met NCP
supremo Sharad Pawar at his
Mumbai residence on
Monday afternoon, raising
eyebrows in the political cor-
ridors.

The meeting between
Sharad Pawar and Devendra
Fadnavis has raised many
eyebrows inside as well as
outside the political circles as
Fadnavis shared a picture of
the meeting on his social
media handles.

Even as speculation started
doing the rounds, Fadnavis's
close aides called it a 'good-

will meet' while also adding
that the former CM had gone
to inquire on Sharad Pawar's
health. The NCP supremo
recently underwent surgeries
at the Breach Candy
Hospital. But what sparked
the speculations is the fact
that minutes before the
meeting, Fadnavis had
launched a scathing attack
on the MVA government for
failing to protect the OBC
reservation that was earlier
struck down by the Supreme
Court. The attack came at a
time when Maharashtra is
witnessing high voltage poli-
tics over the Maratha reserva-
tion issue. Moreover, last
week, CM Uddhav Thackeray
had met Sharad Pawar in the
backdrop of the recent skir-

mish between him and NCP
minister Jayant Patil.

It is learnt that Uddhav
Thackeray had expressed his
displeasure to Sharad Pawar
and reminded him that it
wasn't the responsibility of
Shiv Sena alone to save the
government. Pawar is known
as the architect of the Sena-
led coalition government in
Maharashtra. He was instru-
mental in toppling the 78-
hour government formed by
Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar in
November 2019.

The 2019 Maharashtra
assembly elections were seen
as a political battle between
the experienced Sharad
Pawar and Devendra
Fadnavis.

FADNAVIS, PAWAR MEET SPARKS SPECULATION
IN MAHARASHTRA POLITICAL CIRCLES

BJP leader
Devendra Fadnavis
met Sharad Pawar
at the NCP supre-
mo's Mumbai resi-
dence on Monday,
sparking specula-
tion in the political
corridors of
Maharashtra.
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Maharashtra government
extended the lockdown till
June 15 for corporations of

Mumbai, Navi Mumbai, Thane,
Pimpri Chinchwad, Pune,
Aurangabad, Nashik, Vasai Virar,
Nagpur - all civic bodies with more
than one million population.

The decision was taken after con-
sidering the positivity rate of the
Covid-19 spread and the occupancy
of oxygen beds.

In the urban areas that are con-
sidered as separate administrative
units and where the total positivity
rate is less than 10 per cent and total
oxygen beds occupancy is less than
40 per cent, essential shops can be
allowed to operate from 7 am to 2
pm instead of 7 am to 11 am.

The civic body can also decide on

all non-essential shops which are
standalone and not inside a mall up
to 2 pm, but they will be closed on
weekends.

Deliveries of non-essential items
along with essential items through
e-commerce will be allowed in all
these districts. All government
offices will be allowed to function at
25 per cent attendance instead of 15
per cent earlier.As the sowing sea-
son is approaching, the agriculture
shops can be allowed to be open till
2 pm. But in areas where the positiv-
ity rate is more than 20 per cent and
the occupancy of the oxygenated
beds is more than 75 per cent, then

the district borders are to be sealed
and only in cases of emergencies
related to death or Covid-19 duty
personnel shall be permitted to
move.The government says that
there will be no restriction on cargo
movement.Asked on what would
happen if positivity rates or percent-
age of oxygen bed occupancy of a
district or a Municipal
Corporationwere to change, chief
minister secretariat spokesperson
said, "DistrictDisaster Management
Authorities (DDMA) must review
the positivity rates or percentage of
oxygen bed occupancy on weekly
basis preferable on Fridays so that

changes may be made applicable
from Mondays."If the positivity rate
were to change in such a way that as
per these orders restrictions should
relax then the District
DisasterManagement Authority can
apply the concerned provisions with
the 'Break theChain Orders' dated
May 30, 2021, with the prior consent
of theSDMA.However, if the changes
in positivity rate or percentage of
oxygen bed were to change to
demand stricter restrictions, the
District DisasterManagement
Authority can impose restrictions as
per the said order and intimate
SDMA.Movement of students for
any exam that is being held,along
with one adult, is to be allowed as
per standing orders. Hall ticket
orany document proving this should
be considered as a valid document
for travel,the spokesperson said.

VirenShah of the Forum for Retail
Traders Welfare Association
(FRTWA) said,"The state govern-
ment has left it to local civic bodies
on the opening of non-essential
shops." FRTWA will meet the disas-
ter management officer on Tuesday
to relax the timing of non-essential
shops and this is positive news for
many cities.

Maharashtra extends lockdown till June
15, but allows certain relaxations

In areas where the posi-
tivity rate is more than 20
per cent and the occupan-
cy of the oxygenated beds
is more than 75 per cent,
then the district borders
are to be sealed.
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In a relief of sorts, from May 5, India
has apparently halted the con-
tentious doles and exports of vac-

cines which has erupted into a mas-
sive political furore across the country,
as per an RTI reply released here on
Monday.

In a response to the RTI query filed
by Pune-based activist Prafful Sarda,
the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
has provided details of the vaccines
exported in different categories to 95
countries till May 5. To a question, the
MEA has also made it clear that in
future, supplies (export) would be
undertaken, "keeping in view the
domestic production and the require-
ments of the national vaccination pro-
gramme".The IANS had first reported
the vaccines exports details on April
27, (Centre's Covid jab for world spells
'ouch' in India!), triggering a massive
political furore.All major parties in the
country including Congress,
Nationalist Congress Party, Shiv Sena,
Aam Aadmi Party, the Left and other
opposition parties had repeatedly
slammed Prime Minister Narendra

Modi and the Bharatiya Janata Party-
led central government on the issue.

"However, barring the basic export
data, the government has kept mum
on many other related info but critical
aspects pertaining to the exports of
such a huge quantity of doses which
deprived Indians in a big way," Sarda
told IANS. For instance, the Centre has
said it has no record or documents if
any committee was formed by the
government to decide on the vaccines
export, its members, the details and
minutes of the meetings if any of such
a committee."This is quite mysterious.

Which ministry has actually taken the
decision for the massive donations or
exports especially since at least two
key ministries - Health and MEA -
could be directly involved in the
process," Sarda pointed out.

The RTI reply has mentioned in
passing that the vaccines were pro-
cured for the export purposes - as
Grant, contractual supplies and under
the Covax facility - as per the authori-
zation from the Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare. However, it throws no
light on who took the such a critical
decision when the country is reeling

under the massive second wave of the
Covid-19 pandemic, said Sarda.

As per the official data, the Centre
has given away a whopping 107.15
lakh vaccines free as 'Grant' to 47
countries, sold 357.92 lakh doses at
commercial rates to 26 nations, and
under the Covax programme sold
198.63 lakh vaccines to another 47
countries - totaling to a staggering
663.70 lakh doses.Till May 31 (today),
India has vaccinated a total of
21,31,54,129 people under various
approved categories, including those
who got their second dose.

"This proves that the government
has virtually sent away more than 6.60
crore doses abroad that could have, for
instance, vaccinated by now the entire
adult population of Maharashtra -
which is the country's worst-hit in
terms of infections and fatalities,"
Sarda said.For the 'Grant', the govern-
ment had purchased the vaccines
from Pune-based Serum Institute of
India Ltd (SII) at Rs 200+GST per dose,
and from Hyderabad-based Bharat
Biotech International Ltd at Rs
295+GST per vaccine, said the RTI
reply.

Finally, India halts vaccines exports, may resume in future: RTI
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In a significant development for
Mumbai, Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on Monday

flagged off the trial runs for the city's 2A
Yellow Line and 7 Red Line, both elevat-
ed Metros, and other projects, officials
said.

Soon after the symbolic green flags
were waved by Thackeray, Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar, Mayor Kishori
Pednekar, and other ministers of Shiv
Sena-Nationalist Congress Party-
Congress alliance, the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region Development
Authority (MMRDA) commenced the
trial runs.Over the next few days, the
MMRDA will test the two lines with a 6-
car rake at various speeds and both the
lines are planned to commissioned in
two phases starting September and
finally by January 2022. Cheers went out

on the roads below in the north-western
suburbs as people suddenly viewed the
sleek new rakes running at controlled
speeds and many started clicking photos
or videos from their balconies or
rooftops.The first phase would cover 9
stations each for both the lines covering
a distance of 10.50 km (Line 2A) and
9.20 km (Line 7), and the rest will be
made operational in the second phase,
said an official.The Line 2A runs from

Dahisar to DN Nagar, fully elevated for
18.6 km with 17 stations being built at a
cost of around Rs 6,400 crore, while the
Line 7 runs from Dahisar East to
Andheri, fully elevated for 16.5 km with
13 stations, being constructed at a cost
of around Rs 6,200 crore.Both lines will
slash the current travel time from the
existing 75-90 minutes to barely 25 min-
utes and are expected to notch a daily
ridership of over 600,000 in a
decade.More than 93 per cent of all the
civil works on both the Metro lines are
completed and now other system and
station works are currently on in full
swing to make them ready for the first
commuters by September in the first
phase opening.Lauding the MMRDA for
the achievements, Thackeray said that
despite the two Covid-19 waves and the
strict pandemic restrictions, the pace of
the city and its development work has
not halted.

Thackeray inaugurates Mumbai
Metro lines testing, other projects

MAN LYNCHED ON
SUSPICION OF
ABDUCTING MINOR
GIRL; 5 ARRESTED

Thane: A hunt is on to
trace other accused
involved in the crime. A
case has been registered
under various sections of
the Indian Penal Code and
the Maharashtra Police Act.

Five persons were arrest-
ed from Thane on Sunday
for allegedly lynching a 34-
year-old man the previous
night on suspicion that he
was trying to abduct a
minor daughter of one of
them, police said. The inci-
dent occurred on the inter-
vening night of Saturday
and Sunday in the Wagle
Estate area of the city.

Police said one of the
accused suspected that the
victim, Ramawtar Dhobi,
was abducting a minor girl,
following which he raised
an alarm and attacked
Dhobi.
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With more than 8,000
children catching the
coronavirus in the

month of May in Maharashtra's
Ahmednagar, the state has
started taking extra steps to
minimise the impact of a possi-
ble third wave of COVID-19
that may affect children more.

In Maharashtra's Sangli city,
a COVID-19 ward is being pre-
pared especially for children.
Currently, five children are
being treated here and the facil-

ity is being prepared for more
patients.

"We have prepared this
Covid ward for kids so that if
and when the third wave
comes, we are prepared. And
kids will not feel they are in a
hospital but instead will feel
they are in a school or a nurs-
ery," corporator Abhijit Bhosale
said.Authorities were alarmed
when they found at least 8,000
children and teenagers tested
positive for the coronavirus in
Ahmednagar this month,
accounting for about 10 per
cent of the cases in the district.
The district administration is
reaching out to paediatricians
to make sure they are prepared
for the third wave. "In May

alone 8,000 kids got positive.
This is worrying," Ahmednagar
district chief Rajendra Bhosale
said.

MLA Sangram Jagtap said,
"During the second wave, there
was a shortage of beds and oxy-
gen. So, we need to avoid that
during the third wave and
hence need to fully prepare
ourselves."The state govern-
ment does not want to take any
chances, with sources saying
they expect a possible third
wave could hit at the end of July
or early August, giving authori-
ties about two months to pre-
pare.Maharashtra was among
the first states to be swept by
the ferocious second wave of
the coronavirus in India, which
emerged in February, over-
whelming hospitals and leaving
patients and their families
struggling to find treatment,
medical oxygen and drugs.

Maharashtra Preps For 3rd Wave As
Covid Hits 8,000 Children In 1 District

Maharashtra gov-
ernment sources
said they expect a
possible third wave
could hit at the end
of July or early
August.
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After the Supreme Court scrapped the
Maratha quota, the Maharashtra govern-
ment has now allowed Marathas to avail

benefits of 10 per cent reservation in education
and government jobs under the Economically
Weaker Sections (EWS).

There was immense pressure that was build-
up on the Maharashtra government after the
Supreme Court scrapped the 13 per cent reser-
vation for the Maratha community. Now it
seems, a new order has been brought up by the
state government in an attempt to circumvent
the latest Supreme Court order.

The Supreme Court on May 5 2021, struck
down the reservation in government jobs and
educational institutions for the Maratha com-
munity brought in by the Maharashtra govern-
ment in 2018, saying it exceeded the 50 per cent
cap imposed earlier.Meanwhile, BJP MP
Sambhaji Chhatrapati had on Friday warned

that if the Maharashtra government does not
approve his demands concerning the Maratha
community by June 6, he would launch an agi-
tation from Raigad and demanded that a two-
day Assembly session should be called over this
matter. "Due to COVID-19, the date to file
review petition over the Maratha reservation
has been postponed. The government has to
deliberate carefully before filing the petition so
that there is no error. This is the responsibility of
both, State and Centre," said Sambhaji
Chhatrapati, a descendant of Maratha warrior
king Chhatrapati Shivaji.Earlier today, Shiv
Sena mouthpiece Saamana, in its editorial said
that the battle for the Maratha reservation will
be fought in Delhi.  "The collision will prove to
be decisive. To destabilize the politics of
Maharashtra, the opposition will use the issue
of the Maratha reservation as a weapon, then
they will have to stop it in time," it stated.

Maharashtra govt allows 10% reservation for Maratha
students and candidates under EWS category

Besides, the candidates can also
avail of 10 per cent reservation in
direct service recruitment includ-
ing admission to an educational
institution.
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Kharatwadi village in Walva talu-
ka of Sangli district in
Maharashtra had been able to

keep the novel coronavirus at bay
since the outbreak of the pandemic
last year. However, things changed
fast in the last few days when five
members of a family tested positive
for Covid-19. Sagar Shinde, the gov-
ernment medical officer at Nerle,
said, "In the last few days, five Covid-
19 cases have been detected in the
village. This is the first time since the
outbreak last year that the village has
witnessed five cases. All of them are
from the same family."

Kharatwadi had shot to fame dur-
ing the Lok Sabha elections when the

farmers from the village had openly
supported Raju Shetti, who heads the
Swabhimani Shetkari Sanghatna. The
village is surrounded by a river on the
three sides.Shinde said while
Kharatwadi had not registered a sin-
gle case to date, its two neighbouring
villages had recorded over 100 cases
in the same period. "We have con-

ducted 300 tests so far throughout the
year. And now only five of them have
tested positive," he said.

The village has a population of only
1,278 people.

When asked as to how the village
has been successful in keeping the
virus at bay, sarpanch Prithviraj
Kharat said, "People live in vast acres

of farm land here. It is not a congest-
ed place. There are farms owned by
the villagers where they have built
their own houses and stay with their
families."

He added, "We had carried out a
Covid-19 awareness campaign and
asked the villagers to get tested if they
developed any symptoms. The vil-
lagers either go to the primary health
centre or to private doctors for treat-
ment."

Shinde said the primary reason
why Kharatwadi thwarted Covid's
entry is that it tested every individual
who was seeking entry into the vil-
lage. "This started last year when peo-
ple were returning from Mumbai and
other places. We conducted tests and
quarantined them. Even if their tests
were negative, we kept them in isola-
tion in a facility set up in the village.
We conducted over 1,000 tests at that
time. Though no one was found posi-
tive, they had to undergo mandatory
quarantine before entering the vil-
lage," he added.

Maharashtra village records first Covid-19
case since outbreak of pandemic

Five members of a family
of Kharatwadi village in
Walva taluka of Sangli dis-
trict tested positive in the
last few days.
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The BJP workers are
organizing various
programs for the pub-

lic in Mumbai on the occa-
sion of the completion of
seven years of the Narendra
Modi government at the
Center. The BJP leader and
national executive member
of BJP Yuva Morcha,
Shubhranshu Dixit, has
undertaken the program of
distribution of foods and
laddus at Asalpha metro sta-
tion in Ghatkopar. Owing to
the lockdown, induced by
the Coronavirus pandemic,
Dixit, who is also president
of Sai Shraddha Pratishthan,
has started the food distri-
bution to the poor and
needy people. The food dis-
tribution started from May
25 and would continue for
the next few days.   

It is a joint initiative of Sai
Shraddha Pratishthan and
the BJP. Nearly 300 people
are being served lunch. In
addition to this, food grain
kits were also distributed to
the needy people. 

During the food distribu-
tion program, BJP general
secretary Sanjay Upadhyay,
corporator Harish
Bhandirge, RTI activist Anil
Galgali among other promi-

nent people were present. 
Dixit said, "On the occa-

sion of completion of seven
years of the Modi govern-
ment, we are celebrating
'Modi week' in our area. In
Modi week, we are distribut-
ing PM Modi Thali and PM
Modi Ration Kit to the
needy people at their doors.
The food and ration kit
would be distributed for
next one week."

Ration Kit distributed to the needy people in
Mumbai on completion of 7 years of Modi 2.0
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The Delhi Police fined 1,080 people on
Sunday for not wearing face masks,
officials said on Monday.

According to police data, on May 30, 920
people were fined for not wearing masks
and 19 for not maintaining social distancing.

On May 31, 1,091 were fined for not wear-

ing masks and 16 others for violating social
distancing norms. On Sunday, 108 people
were also fined for not maintaining social
distancing, the officials said.

"The Delhi Police has issued over one
lakh challans to people during lockdown for
not wearing masks and violating social dis-
tancing etc. We urge people not to come out
of their homes unnecessarily and follow
Covid appropriate behaviour despite the fact
that the cases are declining and the process
of unlocking has started," Delhi Police
Additional Public Relations Officer (PRO)
Anil Mittal.

A total of 1,06,558 challans have been
issued by the police from April 19 to May 30,
the data showed.

While 90,000 people were fined for not
wearing face masks, 15,184 were penalised
for not maintaining social distancing, 1,193
for large public gatherings or congregations,
63 for spitting and 118 for consumption of
liquor, pan, tobacco etc., it stated.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal had
announced a lockdown in the national capi-
tal on April 19 in view of an exponential rise
in coronavirus cases in the city.
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Delhi on Monday reported 648
new coronavirus cases, the
lowest in two and a half

months. At least 86 people died in the
last 24 hours, according to the latest
health bulletin. The positivity rate in
the national capital also fell below
one per cent, the first time since
March 19. 

This is the second day that the
daily deaths in the city remained
below 100. The number of active
cases in the national capital is 11,040. 

On Sunday, the national capital
recorded 946 fresh coronavirus cases

and 78 fatalities. 
On March 21, 823 cases were

recorded, while the highest daily pos-
itivity rate was over 36 per cent on
April 22.

Meanwhile, the process of lifting
the lockdown gradually in the capital

has begun, starting with resumption
of construction activities and reopen-
ing of factories for a week. The phase-
wise unlocking process in Delhi will
begin after over six weeks of lock-
down enforced in view of the second
wave of COVID-19.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal had said that if cases start
rising again, the unlock process will
have to be stopped. He cautioned
that it should not be the case that
people escape coronavirus but die of
hunger.

WITH 648 NEW COVID CASES, DELHI MARKS ITS LOWEST
IN 2.5 MONTHS; POSITIVITY RATE FALLS BELOW 1%

Delhi on Monday reported
648 new coronavirus
cases, the lowest in two
and a half months. At
least 86 people died in the
last 24 hours, according to
the latest health bulletin.
The positivity rate in the
national capital also fell
below one per cent, the
first time since March 19. Team Absolute|New Delhi

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Monday took a dig at

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar over his
comment on the vaccination
issue, saying his government's
aim is to "save lives, not vac-
cines".

Taking a potshot at Khattar,
Kejriwal said only vaccines can
save lives of people so the
sooner vaccines are adminis-
tered, the more people are like-
ly to be safe."Khattar Sahib,
only vaccine will save people's
lives. The sooner the vaccine is

administered, the more people
will be safe. My aim is not to
save the vaccine, but to save
people's lives," Kejriwal tweet-
ed.Kejriwal's remarks came
after Khattar criticised the
Delhi government's decision to
stop vaccination for people in
the 18-44 age group -- being
covered under the Central gov-
ernment's third phase of the
vaccination drive. Khattar had
alleged that the entire objective
behind Kejriwal government's
decision was to create
drama.The Haryana Chief
Minister had advised Kejriwal
to manage vaccine inoculation
in a better manner since Delhi
has been getting more vaccine
compared to other states."We
can also end our vaccine stocks
in one day by inoculating 2
lakh people in one day. But we
are managing it by inoculating

50,000 to 60,000 people per
day. If we would manage like
this our vaccination process
will continue. So, Kejriwal
should follow these...," Khattar
said.Kejriwal on May 23
announced the decision to
stop inoculation of younger
adults in the 18-44 age group,
saying that the city was run-
ning out of stocks. He also
appealed to the central govern-
ment to increase the Capital's
allocation of vaccines against
the coronavirus diseaseDelhi
received 1.6 million doses of
Covid-19 vaccines this month,
and its allocation for June has
been halved to around 800,000,
Kejriwal then said, adding that
at this rate, it will take the city
30 months - or two-and-a-half
years - to inoculate its entire
adult population of around 15
million adults.

We want to save people's lives,
not vaccines: Kejriwal to Khattar

"Khattar Sahib, only
vaccine will save
people's lives. The
sooner the vaccine
is administered, the
more people will be
safe. My aim is not
to save the vaccine,
but to save people's
lives," Kejriwal
tweeted.
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There may have been a decrease in
cases of coronavirus infections in
Delhi but hundreds of people are

still suffering from black fungus.
According to the Delhi government,
medicines were being made available to
it in a limited quantity by the Central
government.

Giving information about the cases of
black fungus, Kejriwal said nearly 944
cases of black fungus have been reported
in Delhi, of these nearly 300 patients are
being treated in various Central govern-
ment-run hospitals here.

Kejriwal said nearly 650 patients with

black fungus are undergoing treatment
in Delhi government-run hospitals.
However, there is a shortage of injections
needed to treat patients suffering from
black fungus in Delhi government-run
hospitals.On Saturday, nearly 1,000
injections were supplied to Delhi. This
number is quite low because a single
patient receives three to four vaccine
jabs in a day. No vaccines were supplied
to the national capital on Sunday.

Meanwhile, the unlocking process
started in Delhi from Monday with peo-
ple facing some difficulty in getting an e-
pass for reporting to office.

Responding to these problems, the
Chief Minister said whatever problems

the citizens of Delhi are facing will be
rectified soon."I saw that there were
glitches while accessing e-passes on the
Delhi government's portal. The problem
will be fixed. As we get feedback from
people about things causing inconven-
ience to them, we will fix the glitches,"
Kejriwal added.

Kejriwal on Monday also opened a
free vaccination centre for inoculating
journalists and their families at Rajkiya
Sarvodaya Bal Kanya Vidyalaya, Mata
Sundri Road, New Delhi. Journalists and
their families from age group of 18 to 44
years and above 45 years can get vacci-
nated at this centre and will also be able
to register themselves on the spot.

"I am very happy that this arrange-
ment has been launched in a govern-
ment school on Monday. Both Hindi and
English journalists and their families
between age group of 18 to 44 years and
above 45 years can come here and get
vaccinated," Kejriwal said.Registration
will be done on the spot to receive vac-
cine jabs. "I appeal to all journalists and
their families that they should come in
large numbers so that everyone gets vac-
cinated."

Delhi has 944 cases of black fungus,
facing shortage of drugs: Kejriwal

Delhi Chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Monday said
there is a severe shortage
of the medicines needed to
treat at least 944 people
undergoing treatment for
mucormycosis or black fun-
gus in Delhi's hospitals.

DELHI TO GET
'SPUTNIK V' VACCINES
BUT NOT BEFORE JUNE
20: KEJRIWAL

New Delhi: Kejriwal
said, "We have been
assured that after June 20,
we will get some doses.
Sputnik V vaccine is not
being produced domesti-
cally so far. Right now they
are importing the vaccine
and will start manufactur-
ing in August. A part of the
doses imported from
Russia will be provided to
Delhi."

Delhi is likely to get the
Russian-manufactured
Covid-19 vaccine Sputnik V
after June 20, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
said on Monday. Speaking
to the press on the avail-
ability of Sputnik V, the
chief minister said, "We
have been assured that
after June 20, we will get
some doses. Sputnik V vac-
cine is not being produced
domestically so far. Right
now they are importing the
vaccine and will start man-
ufacturing in August. A part
of the doses imported from
Russia will be provided to
Delhi." Earlier, on May 26,
Kejriwal had stated that
Delhi Government is in
constant touch with the
Sputnik V manufacturer,
and they have agreed to
supply to Delhi. However,
the quantity was yet to be
decided. India has become
the 60th country to autho-
rise the use of the Russian
vaccine against Covid-19.

The Russian-made vac-
cine got approval from the
Subject expert committee
(SEC) for Emergency Use
Authorisation, making it
the third Coronavirus vac-
cine to get clearance in
India after Covaxin and
Covishield.Sputnik V has
been imported to India by
Dr Reddy's Laboratories
and will be manufactured
locally by the pharmaceuti-
cal major in the coming
months.
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Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia on Monday said that the AAP-
led Delhi government is making all

possible efforts to procure Covid vaccines for
every citizen in the national capital.

Addressing a digital press conference,
Sisodia hit out at the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) saying, "BJP is trying to hide its failure of
Covid management and for that they are
abusing Kejriwal time and again. First, they
stopped Delhi's oxygen supply, for that we
reached the court and finally oxygen was sup-
plied. And now, when Kejriwal demands vac-
cines to administer these to all Delhi's citizens
before the third wave, BJP's leaders have again
started abusing Kejriwal," alleged Sisodia.

He further stated that no matter what BJP's
leaders say to Kejriwal or the AAP
Government, the demand for vaccines will
continue till every person in Delhi is vaccinat-
ed. Sisodia's remarks came a day after
Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
said the Delhi government's decision to pause
vaccination for the 18-44 age groups and tem-
porarily shut vaccine centres was just drama.

There has been a political war brewing
between the Delhi government ruled by AAP
and the BJP on shortage of vaccines, with AAP

accusing the Centre of exporting Indian-made
vaccines.

On Sunday, BJP chief JP Nadda had hit out
at Kejriwal saying, "There are people who, in
the name of vaccines, broke India's morale,
Delhi's morale.

In response to that, Kejriwal said on twitter,
"My goal is to save lives, not vaccines."

BJP trying to hide Covid-management
failure, claims Manish Sisodia
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The Delhi Government
on Monday started a
walk-in vaccination

drive for mediapersons and
their families free of cost at
Sarvodaya Bal Vidyalaya,
DDU Marg, ITO.

As per an official statement,
the Delhi government said:
Mediapersons, along with
their families of age groups -
18-45 years and 45 + years can
reach the venue for vaccina-
tion. While inaugurating a
vaccination centre at DDU
Marg, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal appealed to
journalists to get themselves
and their families vaccinated
at the centre.Kejriwal also said
that procurement, produc-

tion, and distribution of the
vaccines is the responsibility
of the central government and
administering the vaccines to
the people is the responsibili-
ty of the state governments.

Addressing the media,
Kejriwal said, "This vaccina-
tion centre (at DDU Marg) has
been especially started to vac-
cinate journalists and their
families. I am happy that this
facility has been launched
and the demands of the jour-
nalists have been met. This
facility will vaccinate journal-
ists and their families of both
age groups, 18-45 years and
more than 45 years.""We will
rectify whatever issues the
people are facing. I observed
that the portal was facing
some issues today. 

Walk-in vaccination facility launched
for mediapersons, families

As per an official
statement, the Delhi
government said:
Media persons,
along with their
families of age
groups - 18-45 years
and 45 + years can
reach the venue for
vaccination.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The High Court on Monday quashed
two separate orders issued last year
by the Delhi government restrain-

ing private schools in the city from collec-
tion of annual charges and development
fees from students during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Justice Jayant Nath said the orders "are
prejudicial to the said schools and would
cause an unreasonable restriction in their
functioning". The court directed that the
amount payable by students would be
paid in six monthly instalments from
June 10 onwards.

The court's direction came on plea by
the Action Committee of Unaided
Recognised Private Schools, a registered
association with approximately 450 pri-
vate unaided schools functioning in
Delhi as its members. The association
had challenged the orders issued by the

Department of Education, Delhi govern-
ment on April 18, 2020 and August 28,
2020 in so far as it prevented private
unaided schools from collecting annual
charges and development fees even
beyond the lockdown period and defer-
ring it till physical opening of the
schools.They argued that even during
the pandemic, the schools were directed
and encouraged to take up online teach-
ing and learning so that there was no
discontinuity in imparting education to
the children. The annual charges relate to
hostel running expenses, administrative
and general expenses, rents, communi-
cation expenses, printing and stationery,
electricity and water charges among oth-
ers. Development fees pertains to expen-
diture related to furniture, benches,
chairs, wall panelling, green/black
boards, computers, projectors and others
items. The association argued that the
action of the Delhi government curtailed

their rights to fix their own fees. The
Delhi government, on the other hand,
argued that the lockdown was still in
operation and, therefore, the two orders
continued to be in operation. It argued
that "on account of acute financial pres-
sure and stress on the general public
owing to the pandemic and measures
imposed to deal with it having not abat-
ed, in such a situation the attempt of the
private school to burden the parents by
seeking to recover amounts presuming
that normal physical functioning has
resumed is harsh, unfair and unjust".The
High Court, however, was of the view
that, "expenses like rents, taxes, travelling,
conveyance, insurance charges, remu-
neration of auditors, repair and mainte-
nance of building and maintenance of
equipment, furniture and fixture are all
expenses which will continue to be
incurred by the schools irrespective of
the physical shut down".

HC quashes two Delhi govt's orders on private school fees

Delhi Police fines over 1,000 people
in a day for not wearing face masks

"The Delhi Police has issued
over one lakh challans to people
during lockdown for not wear-
ing masks and violating social
distancing etc. We urge people
not to come out of their homes
unnecessarily and follow Covid
appropriate behaviour despite
the fact that the cases are
declining and the process of
unlocking has started," Delhi
Police Additional Public
Relations Officer (PRO) Anil
Mittal.
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After being steady for a
day, prices of petrol and
diesel were hiked again

on Monday, May 31, 2021,
touching fresh record highs
across the country. In the
national capital, the petrol
price rose by 29 paise while
that of diesel too inched up 26
paise. Following the latest
price revision, petrol in Delhi
is now retailing at Rs 94.23 a
litre while diesel is selling at Rs
85.15. In the financial capital
Mumbai, petrol price now

stands at Rs 100.47 while
diesel costs Rs 92.45, data
available on Indian Oil
Corporation's website
showed.In the month of May,
the auto fuel prices were hiked
16 times after oil marketing
companies (OMCs) resumed
their price revisions ending an
18-day hiatus that coincided
with the assembly elections in
key states. During this period,
petrol price has increased by
Rs 3.83 per litre and diesel has
climbed by Rs 4.42 in New
Delhi.With the recent hikes
this month, petrol rates have
crossed the Rs 100-mark in
several cities in Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra. Earlier this
month, Bhopal became the
first state capital to have petrol
hit the three-figure mark fol-
lowed by Jaipur and Mumbai
last week.In India, the fuel
prices differ from state to state
depending on the local taxa-
tion (VAT) and freight charges.
Apart from this, the central
government charges an excise
duty on auto fuels.

Fuel prices at new record highs; Petrol breaches
Rs 94/litre for the first time in Delhi

Petrol and diesel
prices: The price of
petrol in Delhi cur-
rently stands at Rs
94.23 per litre while
diesel is now selling
at Rs 85.15. In
Mumbai, petrol
costs Rs 100.47,
while diesel is retail-
ing at Rs 92.45. 
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Madhya Pradesh
School Education
Department has

released the Class 9 and
Class 11 results for the can-
celled board exams. The
education department has
released the Classes 9 and
11 exam results on the offi-
cial website --
vimarsh.mp.gov.in. To
access the Class 9 and Class
11 result MP board, students
have to select the district,
block, school and class.

The results of Class 9 and
Class 11 have been released
on the basis of the students'
performances in the revi-
sion test held from

November 20 to November
28, 2020, and the half-yearly
exams that were held
between February 1 and
February 9 this year. The MP
Board Class 9 and Class 11
exams were cancelled due
to the ongoing Covid pan-
demic.

The final results of MP
Board 2021 Class 9, 11
exams have been released
on the basis of the best of
five subjects. Students are
declared pass if they qualify
in five subjects and fail in
one subject out of the total
six subjects.

For students who fail to
obtain 33 per cent marks in
more than one subject, a
maximum of 10 grace marks

will be awarded. The grace
marks, the MP board state-
ment said, can be awarded
in more than one subject as
well, if required.

Moreover, an option to
appear for the MP board
Class 9 and Class 11 
exams will also be provided
to the students who are
unable to obtain the 
minimum required 
marks in the final exams.
Also, in case a student who
did not take the November
2020 or the February 
examination will also be
given another opportunity
to appear for the 
examination, once the situa-
tion arising out of Covid
improves.

Earlier, the junior doctors went on a strike on May 6, but resumed a few hours later
after the state government assured them that their demands would be met.
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said
in a message to the people of the state on the
management of Corona infection, that I have

a feeling of satisfaction while interacting with you
today. In the last two months, we all have fought a
terrible war against Corona. These two months are
most terrifying experience in my life. But today I
can say that together we have reached the final
stage of winning the battle with Corona infection.
We received support from everyone in this fight
including the public and every section of the socie-
ty. All responsible public representatives, social
workers, voluntary organizations, activists of socio-
political parties extended their support. Be it gov-
ernment employees, doctors, nurses, paramedical
staff, police mitras, different departmental teams,
everyone has tried to give their best. All worked
risked their lives. I am grateful to all such people.
Be it urban people, businessmen, villagers, labour-
ers, workers, farmers, everyone supported us in this
fight. The infection has been controlled, but the
threat still looms. We need to remain careful at
present.

Team Absolute|Jabalpur

The Madhya Pradesh High Court on Monday
admitted a plea moved by four journalists seek-
ing that the media be allowed to live report on

court proceedings.
A Division Bench of Justices SheelNagu and GS

Ahluwalia has issued notice in the petition moved
challenging restrictions imposed on access to virtual
court proceedings to persons other than lawyers
under the High Court of Madhya Pradesh Video
Conferencing and Audio- Visual Electronic Linkage
Rules, 2020. However, the Bench also queried why oral
observations that do not ultimately form part of the
Court's order should be reported.

"How can the media report what does not come on
record?" the Bench asked, while hearing arguments
concerning the media's rights to report on court pro-
ceedings.

"Whether the journalists can claim a fundamental
right to report whatever goes on even as part of infor-

mal discussions between the Bench and the Counsel
or whether it must be confined and restricted only to
the Judgments and the Orders? Won't it amount to
asking for too much by claiming a right to know and
report whatever constitutes part of oral observations
and discussions from the Bench. Whether a 'dialogue
per se' can constitute 'Court Proceedings' to be
claimed as a right to be reported? It's like a 'manufac-
turing process, where the final product is the judg-
ment. You can't claim a right to know about the man-
ufacturing process itself which may be required to
keep it confidential", Justice Nagu observed further.

The Judge pointed out that the main outcome of the
proceedings (the order or judgment) is in public view.
As such, he questioned whether it is required to
record the entire judicial proceeding.

"Which does not come on record, how can the
media report it? You can say this is a manufacturing
process and the final outcome is in public view or not?
Does the manufacturing process matter?" he asked.

All the same, the High Court admitted the matter,

observing that the petitioners had an arguable point.
The case was posted the matter for further hearing on
June 9. Justice SheelNagu added,"So far as the court
being open for public view is considered, they should
be open, it should be held in public view, unless that
person creates nuisance", he said.

Appearing for the petitioners, Senior Advocate,
Nidhesh Gupta submitted that the Madhya Pradesh
High Court Video Conferencing Rules appears con-
trary to the rules being followed by the rest of the
country in requiring a specific Court order for a third
party to have access to a Video Conferencing hearing.

"Not in a single High Court such rule is there which
prohibits media access to court proceedings ... The
impugned rules specifically Rule 16 turns the concept
of 'Open Courts' it on its head upside down; it makes
'seeking permission for Court access' a rule and 'unre-
stricted access' an exception. The other High Courts of
the country do not have such retrogressive rule, which
compromises with the fundamental principle of
'Open Courts' and 'Transparent Justice'", Senior

Advocate Gupta argued.
The Bench, in turn, questioned the extent to which

to which the media can report, given that "oral obser-
vations have no sanctity and they are not part of the
official order."

To this, Senior Advocate Gupta responded that even
the Supreme Court has allowed the live reporting of
cases. He argued that oral remarks and exchanges
within the courtroom are part of judicial proceedings.
It was submitted that the media has the right under
Article 19 of the Constitution of India (freedom of
speech and expression) to report the conversations
that take place between a Judge and a Lawyer in the
courtroom. In particular, reliance was placed on the
recent Supreme Court ruling in The Chief Election
Commissioner of India v. MR Vijayabhaskar&Ors,
whereby the top Court had rejected a plea moved by
the Election Commission of India (ECI) to bar the
reportage of oral exchanges in the courtroom follow-
ing wide reportage of critical comments made orally
in the Madras High Court against the ECI.

To access the Class 9 and Class 11 result MP board, students
have to select the district, block, school and class.
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MPHC issues notice in plea to allow live reporting of proceedings

MP Board Releases Class
9, 11 Results; Details Here

THE COURT ALSO

OBSERVED, "SO FAR

AS THE COURT

BEING OPEN FOR

PUBLIC VIEW IS

CONSIDERED, THEY

SHOULD BE OPEN,

IT SHOULD BE HELD

IN PUBLIC VIEW

UNLESS THAT PER-

SON CREATES NUI-

SANCE."

UNLOCK LIFE - LOCK
CORONA: CM CHOUHAN
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In a major haul, the offi-
cials of Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence

(DRI) have seized over 3,000

kg of ganja (cannabis) worth
Rs 6.19 cr in Sagar on
Monday, the officials said.

The drugs was hidden in a
truck laden with mangoes.
The DRI has arrested three
smugglers in this connection.

The DRI had received a tip
off that a truck carrying
cannabis was moving around
Sagar district with three
smugglers on board.

Taking swift action, a joint
team of DRI Bhopal and
Indore units intercepted a
truck bearing Rajasthan's
registration number close to

Sagar and after search,
cannabis was found stored
beneath the mangoes in plas-
tic bags.

The seized cannabis was
around 3,092 kg and three
smugglers found with it were
arrested by the DRI and were
booked under provisions of
NDPS Act and were pro-
duced in the NDPS court.
The seizure is worth around
Rs 6.19 cr, said officials
involved in the operation.

Those in DRI net reported-
ly have confessed to their
crime to investigators.

DRI Seizes Cannabis
Worth Rs 6.19 Crore 

The drugs was
hidden in a truck
laden with man-
goes. The DRI has
arrested three
smugglers in this
connection.
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Medical Education
Minister  Vishwas
Kailash Sarang has

said that Covid Safety Team
has been formed from June 1,
using a new experiment to
reopen the market. In this
new system, officers of
Municipal Corporation,
Revenue and Police have
been added, who are being
given the responsibility of dif-
ferent parts of the market.
This team will see whether
the Corona Guidelines are
being followed in the shops.

Sarang gave an invitation
to the merchant class in the
new market today and
advised them to ensure
adherence to the new guide-
lines of Corona to open the
market from June 1. He said

that according to the new
guidelines, it is mandatory to
follow social distancing with
the use of masks and sanitiz-
ers. On this occasion, they
also made shells in front of
various shops for social dis-
tancing and to make people
aware. He said that the gov-
ernment is not in favor of
imposing fines or strictures,
but you have to ensure
adherence to the Corona
Guideline by supporting the
team.

Sarang said that the
process of opening the mar-
ket in a systematic way is
being started from June 1,
after the completion of the
corona curfew after about
one and a half months. With
the cooperation of the public
and the efforts of the govern-
ment, including self-disci-

pline, we have been able to
control the corona. He said
that the corona is not over
yet, the corona has been con-
trolled. To keep control over
it and to eliminate it from the
root, it is very important to
follow the Corona Guideline.
Shopkeepers must take spe-
cial care that social distanc-
ing remains. Customers do
not come to the shops with-
out masks. 

He said that it should be
ensured that the Corona
Guideline is not violated.
This is very important for the
safety of yourself and your
family.

Sarang gave a message of
social distancing and made
shells in front of the shops by
reaching various shops
around Khedapati Hanuman
Temple in New-Market. 
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Nearly 3,000 junior doctors in
Madhya Pradesh on Monday
struck work, barring COVID-

19 duties, to press for their demands,
including free treatment for them
and their families if they contract the
coronavirus infection.

MP Junior Doctors Association
president Arvind Meena told PTI that

their members were abstaining from
work at the Out Patient Departments
(OPDs), the In-Patient Departments
(IPDs) and other wards of various
health care facilities.

"If the written orders (complying
with the demands) are not released
by this evening, then we would be
compelled to withdraw from COVID-
19 duties across the state from June
1," he said.They have demanded that

beds for junior doctors serving
COVID-19 patients be reserved in
separate areas in case they contract
the infection, he said.

"Treatment should be free for such
doctors as well as their kin. We also
need a hike in stipend," Meena said.

He said their association compris-
es around 3,000 members from six
medical colleges in the state.

Earlier, the junior doctors went on

a strike on May 6, but resumed a few
hours later after the state govern-
ment assured them that their
demands would be met.

"While the state government
promised 24 days ago that our
demands would be met, nothing has
moved since, Meena claimed and
demanded that the government
release a written order fulfilling their
demands.

3,000 junior doctors on strike amid COVID-19 pandemic
Covid Safety Team made

to monitor  markets

""CCaann  mmeeddiiaa  rreeppoorrtt  wwhhaatt  ddooeess  nnoott  ccoommee  oonn  rreeccoorrdd??::""  aasskkss  MMPPHHCC
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The Madhya Pradesh
government has man-
dated 100 per cent

attendance of all officers and
50 per cent staff to report to
office from June 1, as part of
phase-wise unlocking of the
state.

According to the instruc-
tions issued by the Madhya
Pradesh government, except
the offices providing essential
services, the remaining
offices will operate with 100
per cent officers and 50 per

cent staff.
Essential services include

collectorate, police, disaster
management, fire, health and
medical education, jail, rev-
enue, drinking water supply,
urban administration, rural
development, power supply,
public transport, treasury
and registration, which are
already running with 100 per
cent capacity.

These instructions will
remain effective till June 15,
2021. Instructions have also
been issued to strictly follow
the Covid-19 protocols.

Team Absolute|Ujjain: 

A 26-year-old man was
beaten to death by five others
over a land dispute for cattle
grazing in Madhya Pradesh's
Ujjain district. The horrific
incident was captured in a
mobile video.

Govind, who was kicked,
punched and thrashed with
sticks by the group of men till
he fell unconscious, was

taken on a bike and dropped
outside his house by the
accused, the police said.

Five men have been arrest-
ed and the police are looking
for more suspects.

Visuals of the incident
show Govind lying on the
road, while three men land
blows on him. He appears to
be not moving as one of the
men had to raise him up by
grabbing his shoulders.

Govind and the other men
had a long running dispute
over cornering land for cattle
rearing and grazing.

One of the accused,
AshuDagar, called Govind at

his house under the pretext
of a harmless talk. They were
joined by the other accused,
who then thrashed him,
Govind friend Suraj told the
police. When Govind
appeared to have fainted, the
men took him on a bike and
dropped him outside his
house. His family took him to
a local hospital, from where
they went to another bigger
hospital in Indore, 54 km
away. He died during treat-
ment. The police said no one
came to stop the public beat-
ing. A senior police officer
said they are looking for
more accused.

All StateGovernment officers
to report for work from June 1 VViissuuaallss  ooff  tthhee  iinncciiddeenntt  sshhooww

tthhee  mmaann  llyyiinngg  oonn  tthhee  rrooaadd,,
wwhhiillee  tthhrreeee  ootthheerr  mmeenn  llaanndd
bblloowwss  oonn  hhiimm..

MAN BEATEN TO DEATH OVER LAND DISPUTE

Corona curfew to continue till June 15, Necessary
activities will be conducted, Chouhan addresses people
of the state on Corona infection management

WE ARE FIGHTING AGAINST BLACK FUNGUS
Chouhan said that we are also fighting the

disease named Black Fungus. We are deeply
concerned about the patients of Black fungus.
There was a crisis of anti fungal injection. But
now its supply is gradually being ensured. We
are waiting to send injections to private hospi-
tals too. We will leave no stone unturned in
dealing with Black fungus.

SEVERAL ACTIVITIES WILL BE ALLOWED IN THE ENTIRE STATE
Chief Minister Chouhan said that there are some activities that will be free in the entire state, which

means these activities can be conducted. These include all types of industries, industrial activities,
movement of raw materials or finished goods in industries, hospitals, clinics, nursing homes, medical
insurance companies, other health and medical services, veterinary hospitals, chemists, ration shops,
grocery shops, fruit-vegetables, dairy, milk, animal feed shops, petrol diesel pumps, gas stations, LPG,
mandi, manure-seeds, agricultural equipment shops and all farming related activities. Take home deliv-
ery will be allowed from restaurants and bhojanalayas. Lodging hotels will be open to visitors with room
dining. Banks, insurance offices, ATMs, print and electronic media and cable operators, non-banking
financing companies, cooperative credit committees, cash management agencies etc. will continue to
operate. Electricians, plumbers, carpenters, motor mechanics, movement of IT service providers to pro-
vide services, movement of ambulance, oxygen tankers in the entire state, citizens and employees going
to and coming from hospitals, nursing homes and for vaccination will be allowed to travel by public
transport including bus or train. Transportation of goods and material, personal security services,
domestic service providers such as laundry, drivers, house help, maids, cooks, etc. home delivery from e-
commerce companies and shops of essential commodities will be allowed. All MNREGA related work in
villages outside the Red Zone, construction work of rural development and other departments, collec-
tion and plucking of tendu patta, fire brigade, telecommunication, electricity supply, cooking gas, petrol
diesel, kerosene tanker, home delivery services, milk collection and distribution, transportation of fruits
and vegetables, postal and other courier services, single shops in mohallas and colonies, cold storage
and warehousing services, all civil repair works and new construction activities will be conducted. 

Schools, colleges, coaching
institutes will remain closed

All social, political, religious events will be
banned. Sports activities, entertainment, educa-
tional, cultural activities, fairs etc. will be strictly
prohibited. School-college coaching institutes
will also remain closed. Theaters, shopping
malls, gymnasiums, swimming pools, theaters,
picnic spots, bars, auditoriums, community halls
will be closed.

20 people for marriage functions
Not more than four persons will visit places of

worship at a time so that prayers can be offered
without crowds. A maximum of 10 people may
attend funerals. Only 10 people will be able to
take part in mrityu bhoj. Up to 20 people will be
able to join from both sides in marriage func-
tions. Not more than 6 persons can gather at one
place. Janata Curfew will continue in the entire
state from 10 pm on Saturday night to 6 am on
Monday. Night curfew will remain in force in the
state from 10 pm to 6 am every day. Some dis-
tricts have further enforced these restrictions in
view of the rate of infection there. They will
inform the people of their district so that infec-
tion cannot grow there again.



DELHI FOODIES GET A

CHAAT-AND-CHAT MENU
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Relish a flavourful burst of delicacies as
ITC Maurya presents its signature Chaat
and Chat menu, evocative of the joyous

chatter and delight associated with the street
foods of India. Our menu is caringly selected by
food sherpas and mindfully prepared by master

chefs.
Choose from a wide variety of lip-smack-

ing delicacies that stay true to authentic
Indian street food culture. The Chaat and

Chat Menu is available through delivery and
takeaway from Gourmet Couch selection.
Order from a range of delicacies such as
Golgappa with TeekhaMirch Jal Jeera,
khastapapdi with dahi, DahiGujjia, Chana
Kulcha, Kachodi with dahihaldikealoo and
GulabJamun.

The menu captures the flavours of Delhi's
legendary food culture filled in a joyful box.
The snacks are prepared to the highest stan-
dards of safety and hygiene in accordance to
ITC Hotels 'We Assure' protocols.
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Actor PrateikBabbar has con-
fessed he lacks patience when it
comes to reading books. Prateik

said this while promoting author
Durjoy Dutta's latest audiobook "The
Last Girl To Fall In Love", along with
actress RasikaDugal. The two actors
have lent their voices to the audio-
book.

"I would prefer listening to a book
because I literally have no patience
with reading books. So, if I sit down to
read a book maybe it will take days or

weeks. Whereas to listen to an audio-
book, you finish listening to an entire
book in a day or two. I think it is less
time consuming," saidPrateik.

"The Last Girl To Fall In Love"
imagines a world where women
reign supreme. They write the rules
and men follow them. Times have
changed and the world has eroded
into a gender revolution.

On the Bollywood front, Prateik
will next be seen in the films
"Brahmastra" and "Bachchan
Pandey". His new audiobook is
available on Audible.
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On World No Tobacco Day
on Monday, actor
Manish Goel con-

fessed that he regrets
smoking and it is impor-
tant to educate people
to stay away from
tobacco.

"I regret smoking.
Now, I feel that while
smoking you are not
only ruining your
health but also spoiling
the lives of your most
beloved people around
you and polluting the
environment too.
Tobacco kills more people
than any other addiction
and it's time we educate peo-
ple to stay away from tobacco. It
may be difficult to quit smoking at
first but it is not impossible," he says.

Manish says that this is even more impor-
tant as we fight Covid-19 today.

However, he admits that it's not easy
to quit. "I feel it's a very difficult

task. To all those people who
have managed to get rid of

their addiction to tobac-
co, I congratulate you

and thank you for
setting an exam-
ple to so many
others who
are trying to
do the
same," he
says.

Manish
is currently

seen playing Dr
Raghav in the televi-

sion show "HamariWali Good News",
and has featured in series like

"NimkiVidhayak", "Kahaani GharGharKii", and
"KasautiiZindagii Kay" among others.
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Malaika Arora on Monday opened up on her post-Covid recovery experience.
She says being infected by the virus broke her physically, and it's only after
about 32 weeks of testing negative that she started to feel like herself again.

Malaika posted a collage of three pictures on Instagram, where she flaunts perfect
washboard abs in a black sports bra, which she teamed with matching cycling shorts.

"What defines strength? 'You're so lucky', 'It must have been so easy' is something I
hear regularly. Well yes, I am grateful for a lot of things in my life. But luck, played a
very small role in it. And easy!? Boy! That, it was not. I tested positive on the 5th of
September and it was really bad. Anyone out there calling a Covid recovery easy, is
either blessed with great immunity or isn't aware of the struggles of Covid. Having
gone through it myself, "Easy" is not the word I'd choose. It broke me physically," she
wrote.

"Walking 2 steps felt like a herculean task. Sitting up, just stepping out of
bed, wanting to stand in my window was a journey in itself. I gained
weight, I felt weak, lost my stamina, I was away from my family and
more. I finally tested negative on the 26th of September and I
was so grateful that I did. But the weakness stayed. I felt
disappointed that my body wasn't supporting how
my mind felt. I was afraid that I'd never gain
back my strength. I wondered whether
I'd even be able to complete one
activity in 24 hours," she
added.

Malaika Arora on Covid 
recovery: It broke me physically

ON WORLD NO TOBACCO

DAY, MANISH GOEL

REGRETS SMOKING

Team Absolute|Mumbai

S
unny Leone on Monday shared an Instagram post revealing how she

ensures no one can read over her shoulders when she checks private

conversations on the phone. In the image she posted, Sunny is poring

over her phone seated on a tree, out of everyone' reach. She seems to be

keying in on the phone, wearing a black T-shirt and white pants with

designer shades and has her hair tied in a bun. "When you do everything

you can to make sure no one else can see your Conversation..

#SunnyLeone #Privacy," she wrote as caption. Meanwhile, Sunny is cur-

rently shooting in Kerala for her upcoming film "Shero". The psychological

thriller film has been directed by SreejithVijayan and will release in Tamil,

Hindi, Telugu and Malayalam.

The actress will also be seen in the web series "Anamika", directed by

Vikram Bhatt. She will be sharing the screen with actress SonnalliSeygall.

Sunny will be taking part in many action sequences in the show.

Praveen Chirania, Founder, Muscle and Strength India, outlines how this investment
could be beneficial:

Ease of marketing and brand building

Franchises can help provide a blueprint for success. The business as well as branding
through ambassadors are already built and has a rich history. All that franchisee has to
do is to market a product that is already popular. This means you can spend more ener-
gy on focusing on other areas of your business and less on marketing yourself and your
business.

How opening a fitness franchise now
is a good investment opportunity

SUNNY LEONE REVEALS HOW SHE HAS 

PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS ON THE PHONE

Team
Absolute|New Delhi

Fitness is one of
the fastest-
growing indus-

tries as people of all
ages have become
aware of the impor-
tance of keeping
themselves healthy,
fit and safe.
Investing in a fitness
franchise, for
instance, could be
an ideal opportunity
to generate good
returns as demand
would soar over
time. The risks are
low and the returns
are high. You not
only generate good
income, but you
contribute to the
social good. 

Good return on investment and ancillary 
sources of revenue

When you own a fitness health club franchise, you generate bulk
of your revenue from membership fees. Nowadays people prefer a
lot of supplements over and above the normal fitness routine and
like to stay fit over a longer term. All these are diverse and stable
sources of revenue.

The advantage of turn-key operations

The majority of fitness franchises provides assist with financing,
selection of location, equipment leasing, and marketing. This
means when the doors open, you are ready to go and the business
should be able to run itself. This is almost an automatic process.

Making a difference in people's lives

There are few businesses where you can help make a change in
people's lives. People join a health club to be healthier, have bet-
ter self-esteem, and reduce stress. When you own a fitness busi-
ness, you are truly having an impact on your members. 

Better work-life balance

Having competent and dedicated staff can ensure that business
runs smoothly. A lot of the revenue is generated on through auto-
matic payments and so control of sales is less. This means more
time to spend with family or on other business ventures.

SALIM MERCHANT: MAKE

BEST USE OF THIS LOCKDOWN
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Composer Salim Merchant took to social media on
Monday to suggest to fans that the best way to make
use of the ongoing lock-

down was to create something
new."Make best use of this
lockdown guys.. it's time
to plan & create new
things. I always look at
the glass half full
rather than half
empty. We will all
eventually get vacci-
nated.. Raat ko ek din
Dhalna hi hain," Salim
posted on Instagram.The
musician recently took his
second dose of vaccine for
Covid-19 prevention and shared
a social media post announcing the
same.Sharing a photo where he can be seen getting the jab,
Merchant wrote: "Got my Second shot! Vaccination is the
only way to fight this crazy virus. Wait for your turn. It's going
to happen soon."The composer in a recent social media post
encouraged netizens to stay fit and keep their oxygen levels
normal amid the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic."Keep your
fitness levels UP! It helps your Oxygen levels in your system
to be UP & keeps you physically and mentally UP & UP," he
wrote in a recent Instagram post.

Prateik Babbar lacks patience
when it comes to reading



Los Angeles | Agencies

Anthony Hopkins is 83 and in fighting form in front of the camera, having just
won an Oscar as Best Actor for "The Father". He asserts that he enjoys work-
ing, which is what keeps him going. "I enjoy working. I enjoy getting out of

the house and doing something different. I enjoy the novelty of it. I love the activi-
ty," Hopkins told Saga magazine, according to an aceshowbiz.com report.

"My wife, Stella, worries about my health and once said, 'Do you want to keep
going until you drop dead?' I replied, 'I guess so, unless my health gives out

first'. And she said, 'Well, that's good, if it's really what you want to do'. And
it is. Acting is my passion," he added.

Hopkins shares that his role in "The Father" took its toll on him.
"What was difficult about 'The Father' was that playing an older man,

I actually started to feel older. My back would ache and my legs would
ache.

"The theory I have -- and it may be a cockamamie theory -- is that
the brain is not as sharp as we think it is, so if I started to tell it I'm an
old man with dementia, it will believe me," Hopkins said.

He added: "After I stopped playing the part, I started feeling better
and better, and thought, 'Oh, good, I'm coming back'."

Seoul | Agencies

The K-pop boy
band
Tomorrow X

Together, popularly
called TXT, released their
second studio album "The
Chaos Chapter: Freeze" on
Monday. The album
begins the 'Chaos
Chapter', which is the
band's second album
series following their pre-
vious 'Dream Chapter'
series. It tells the story of a
boy who was frozen as a
result of the onslaught of
the world.

The declaration of a
boy's ?rst love takes musi-
cal form in the title track
"0X1=LOVESONG (I Know
I Love You) feat. Seori".
The song uses numbers to
visually represent that in
this world of zero, "you"
are my one and only.

The boy band comprises
Soobin, Yeonjun, Beomyu,
Taehyun and Hueningkai.
"The Chaos Chapter:
Freeze" also includes cre-
ative contributions from all
five members.

I WAS DAYS FROM DEATH

AFTER A THREE-YEAR

BOOZE AND COCAINE BINGE:

MICHELLE HEATON
Los Angeles | Agencies

Liberty Xsinger Michelle Heaton says she was days from death
after going on a three-year cocaine and booze binge. In an
exclusive interview just 36 hours after leaving rehab, the pop

star and TV personality says she was only saved by an intervention
from showbiz pals led by Katie Price.

They not only insisted Michelle, 41, book herself into The Priory,
but paid for her four-week stay to beat her drug and alcohol addic-
tion.

Breaking down in tears, she said: "I texted Katie while I was in The
Priory, 'You saved my life'. Because The Priory did save my life.

"What I was doing was a suicide mission. I never actually thought, 'I
want to kill myself', but ultimately I was killing myself. I was crying out
for help when I couldn't actually ask for help. But when you're an
addict, it feels like there's no way out."

Michelle had been downing up to two bottles of wine and a bottle of
vodka virtually every day since 2018, and snorting cocaine.

She was staring death in the face but wouldn't accept it until she
went into rehab.
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Rebel Wilson took to
Instagram to share a gor-
geous snap of herself on

Palm Beach, after jetting into
Florida on Monday. The
actress, 41, oozed confidence in
a chic black swimsuit as she
proudly showed off her
slimmed-down frame while
soaking up the rays.

Rebel looked sensational in
her beachwear, which com-
prised a black swimsuit with
cap-sleeves and a zip-down
front. She teamed this with a
blue wide-brimmed hat, over-
sized sunglasses and a black
pair of Givenchy slides.

Rebel captioned her sunny
snap: 'Palm Beach-ing I think I
wanna move to Florida now.' 

It comes after Rebel decided
to stage an impromptu fashion
shoot onboard a private jet on
Sunday where her progress,
quite simply, floored her
9.8million followers.

RReebbeell
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Simon Cowell planning new
talent show to be screened on

rival network to ITV
London | Agencies

Simon Cowell is no pushover when it comes to a ratings war
whether it is The X Factor versus Strictly or Britain's Got
Talent up against The Voice. A source said: "Simon never

rests on his laurels. He is constantly thinking creatively of new
ideas and shows, innovating and evolving all the time.

"It is one of the secrets of his huge success over the years.
Simon dreamt up his new passion project after the announce-

ment in January that Britain's Got Talent would be postponed
until 2022 due to Covid safety fears.

The X Factor is also scheduled to make a comeback next year,
having been off air since 2019.

Last month, Simon made his long-awaited return to work by
filming America's Got Talent.

It followed months away after he broke his back in an electric
bike accident at his Malibu home in August.

Simon may have spent that time recovering, but he certainly
wasn't putting the planning on hold.

K-Pop group Tomorrow X
Together release new album
'The Chaos Chapter: Freeze'

Anthony Hopkins: I enjoy working

Los Angeles | Agencies

Standalone Film Festival & Awards (SFFA) announced film festival for
independent filmmakers across the world on July 17 this year. This
film festival includes online nominations, live screenings and stand-

alone award show. 
SFFA is consolidating filmmakers around the world for a wonderful

presentation of cinematography and the unveiling of new talents. A com-
mittee comprising members from the film industry preview submitted
films and selected good works of motion pictures for the Award
Nomination Festival. 

The selected films participate in The Awards nomination Festival which
held for 3 months between Oct-Dec. This year, due to Covid-19, it is
between February 1 and March 31 at UVT Cineplex (USA). The award
show will be organised in a virtual theatre available online across the
world. 

On the basis of viewers' choice and votes, films were nominated in 28
categories. Moji, An Indian Girl, Dead or Alive, Mukhtara are among the
entries this year. 

Submission for nominations require the entry to be feature narratives,
short films, TV shows, series, documentaries and animation as even
experimental films and music videos. SFFA is being organized by UVT
Studio LLC & United Media Works Pvt Ltd. 

SFFA to acknowledge independent talents on July 17



Unfazed by the increasing spread of
Covid-19 and related deaths, the
rural folks in Rajasthan are relying
on superstitions and crude prac-
tices of quackery, instead of

health experts and medical help. Worse still,
many people are even against vaccinations
because they believe that the pandemic is a
curse from God. Many others are influenced
by misinformation.

On May 27, Dhapu Bai Gemati (70) of
Baghelo Ka Kheda village in Bhilwara district
hid from her family for five hours after slip-
ping away from the vaccination centre in
Kiratpura. Passerbys, who initially thought
they had stumbled upon a dead body, found
her hiding in the bushes. When they discov-
ered her, she begged with folded hands asking
not to be vaccinated, claiming it would kill
her. She was shaking with fear when the
sarpanch came and talked her into going back
home. Her relatives said they will bring her
back for vaccination after some counselling.

Even as the people of Dantra Dhani village
in Bhilwara district believe that hanging shoes
at the facades of their houses will ward off the
"evil spirits", those in Lachchipura village of
Ajmer are keeping campfires alive throughout
the night to please their village deities in hope
that they would protect their lives. Similar is
the situation in Nagaur, Bhilwara, and Tonk
districts of the state, where the villagers infect-
ed with Covid-19 are turning to priests and
quacks. Because of the dearth, or even com-
plete lack, of medical facilities in some of
these areas, the administration is unable to
create awareness among these people about
seeking proper medical help in case of dis-
eases.

Also, the faith in traditions is so deep-root-
ed in the minds of people that all efforts by
the district administrations to prevent them
from gathering for rituals and functions are
proving fruitless.

In Sagariya village of Bhilwara district,
more than 100 people gathered in the first
week of May to perform the last rites of an 80-
year-old man, defying the lockdown and
flouting restrictions that specify that no more
than 20 persons should be present at a funer-
al. "

The people fled when they saw us. We
seized 15 vehicles from the spot," said

Bhagirath Singh, the SHO of Shahpura police
station.However, the relatives of the deceased
once again defied orders and organised a
community feast later, which was also attend-
ed by a large gathering as a mark of unity.

A similar incident was reported from Ajmer,
where some members of the Koli community
organised a grand funeral in the city's Dhola
Bhata area for a person who died of Covid-19.
This, when on average, four Covid-related
deaths are reported from the area every day.

"We had appealed to the people to desist
from organising functions or rituals that
involve the gathering of people, but in vain.
Hence, we have requested the authorities to
take stringent steps to prevent such gather-
ings," said Lalit Verma, a former corporator
from Dhola Bhata.

Verma said the district administration and
the police should strictly enforce the state
government order banning marriage func-
tions till June 30.

"It is a major challenge to prevent mar-
riages held in villages on the occasion of the
Akha Teej. A large number of weddings are
held in May because the month is considered
auspicious for marriages. We have taken steps

to prevent such functions and avoid gathering
of crowds," said Chinmaya Gopal, the district
collector of Tonk, who has ordered around 60
families who had planned marriage functions
to cancel their plans.

"Social gatherings and marriage functions
are the major sources of Covid-19 spread in
the rural regions of Nagaur. Many positive
cases from these areas have been referred to
our hospital," said Anil Jain, superintendent of
JLN Hospital in Ajmer.

A major hurdle before the Rajasthan gov-
ernment in containing the spread of the virus
is the deep-rooted traditions and supersti-
tions in the minds of rural people.

In Dantra village of Bhilwara district, a trib-
al area with only 3,000 residents, 28 Covid-
related deaths were reported in a span of 30
days. Yet, the villagers refuse to take vaccina-
tions against the virus they believe that hang-
ing shoes on the facades of their houses
would keep the "evil spirits" at bay, and that
quacks, who often use crude practices such as
searing their skins with hot iron rods, could
cure the disease.

"We have launched an awareness pro-
gramme and are trying to convince people to

take medical help," said C.L. Sharma, the sub-
divisional officer of Asind block of Bhilwara.

The district administration has so far sealed
three clinics run by quacks in Pushkar town
and Bhilwara. Raids to nab more such practi-
tioners are on in Jahajpur, Mandal, Badnore,
and Asind areas. In the first half of May alone,
eight Covid-19 patients, who were initially
treated by quacks, were admitted to Mahatma
Gandhi Hospital at Bhilwara. 

Even as the government machinery and the
medical fraternity wage a war to protect peo-
ple from contracting the virus, some religious
leaders are putting more hurdles in their way.
One Prem Agarwal at the Siddheshwar Peeth
of Jhanki Wale Balaji recently told the devo-
tees that reciting Hanuman Chalisa 11,000
times within 15 days could contain the spread
of the virus in Rajasthan. This has prompted
thousands of people across the state to con-
gregate at temples and homes to chant the
Chalisa, thus increasing the risk of more peo-
ple contracting the virus.

(The author is an Ajmer-based freelance
journalist and a member of

101Reporters.com, a pan-India network of
grassroots reporters.)

Led by a team of researchers at
Swansea University, Cardiff
University, and the NHS in Wales,

the study probed exactly which Covid-
related stressors were most likely to
trigger suicidal thoughts and behav-
iours. The survey was conducted on

more than
12,000 people,
which asked
volunteers to
share their
experiences dur-
ing the first UK
lockdown. The
results, pub-
lished in the
journal
Archives of
Suicide
Research, show
that several
stressors such as

social isolation, domestic abuse, rela-
tionship problems, redundancy, and
financial problems were strongly
linked to suicidal thoughts and behav-
iors. However, not everyone enduring
these issues reported having suicidal
thoughts. Those individuals with high
levels of resilience and hope for the
future were less affected by these pres-
sures. "We can use these findings to tar-
get which stressors are the most toxic in
terms of driving people towards
thoughts of suicide. While some of these
may ease as we come out of lockdown,
others may persist well into the future,"
said Professor Nicola Gray, from
Swansea University. "Many of these
stressors are difficult to avoid, so we
also need to instill hope for the future
in our communities to help people get
through these difficult times," added
Professor Robert Snowden from Cardiff
University. The researchers also discov-
ered the important role that hope for
the future can play -- along with indi-
viduals' levels of resilience -- when it
comes to coping with these stressors.
"People's responses to a traumatic cri-
sis do not follow a simple path of
depression then recovery. It is currently
unclear as to whether people simply
have got worse as the crisis has contin-
ued or whether they are becoming
more immune to the situation and are
developing increased resilience. Only
by understanding this can we be in a
position to make an effective response
and help people who might be suffer-
ing," said James Knowles, from
Swansea University.
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Covid stress causing
depression

THE COVID-19 PAN-
DEMIC HAS NOT
ONLY HIT PHYSICAL
HEALTH AND THE
ECONOMY BUT HAS
ALSO IMPACTED
MENTAL HEALTH
WITH THE POSSIBIL-
ITY OF INCREASED
RATES OF SUICIDE,
ACCORDING TO A
STUDY. 

COVID-19:

SUPERSTITIONS, TRADITIONS FUELLING
SPREAD IN RURAL RAJASTHAN

Kshitiz Gaur

Sunday marks the second
anniversary of Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy's ascent to power as the

Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh.
Despite taking over a state tottering
from financial resources crunch, he
has been aggressively pursuing a path
of providing social welfare.

Reddy rode to power in the 2019
Assembly polls, on the back of a pop-
ulist agenda that reached out to the
poorest and most backward sections
of the society.But even before he
could take stock of the situation as
the residuary state's second Chief
Minister, the Covid pandemic struck.
Ever since, he has been busy fighting
the pandemic on the one hand, and
ensuring the delivery of his pet wel-
fare schemes to the people on the
other.The ruling YSRCP's victories in
the local bodies elections and in the
Tirupati Lok Sabha bypoll have been
credited to the welfare schemes
under which the state government
has directly credited Rs 95,528.50
crore in to the beneficiaries' accounts,
besides indirectly spending over Rs
36,197.05 crore on Sampoorna

Poshana, free power to farmers, Goru
Muddha and many more schemes,
aggregating to Rs 1.31 lakh crore.

Ushering the concept of village and
ward volunteers, he ensured that
pensions and other welfare services
are door delivered, on the first of
every month.The last two years have
also seen him locking horns with the
opposition TDP and farmers who
gave their lands for the capital city of
Amaravati. By proposing three capi-
tals -- legislative capital at Amaravati,
executive capital at Visakhpatnam,
and Kurnool as the location for the
high court -- Reddy literally set the
cat among the pigeons.

On the other side of the political
spectrum, Reddy has had to contend
with the BJP, which regularly brings
up his Christian background.

Knowing that he has to stay in the
good books of the Union government,
Reddy has so far largely ignored
them.One of the bigger challenges he
faced this year was the series of dese-
crations or thefts in several Hindu
temples of the state -- the most high-
profile example being that of the
unexplained fire which destroyed the
temple chariot at the Antarvedi tem-
ple.On the whole, Reddy has adroitly
managed to hold his own against sea-
soned political adversaries like TDP
leader and former Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu, maintaining
cordial relations with the Central gov-
ernment led by the BJP, and handling
the challenges thrown by the pan-
demic, even as he remains commit-
ted to social welfare schemes, minus
the financial resources.

MAINTAINING POSITIVITY IN COVID TIMES 

Alot is being written about the
destabilising impact of the
Corona pandemic and the restric-

tions mandated by it, on the society and
in particular on the working people
who were required to operate from
home in an environment of uncertainty
of employment. The 'fear of the
unknown' created by this health crisis is
the overriding emotion that had the
potential of damaging everybody's
sense of rationality and the compulsion
of shifting the workplace away from col-
leagues and friends to a lone corner of
one's residence, added to the stress and
anxieties of the concerned individual.
Presuming that the employer had not
taken to an exploitative approach by
reducing the perks and extending the
'work hours', the employee still carried
the burden of having to take care of the
family and children against the new
vulnerabilities amidst curbs on normal
movements.

The impact is seen across the spec-

trum of work -- from those in 'decision-
making' roles to others focused on
'compliance'. In normal times, the
option of occasionally working from
home would be fun but doing it in an
environ of confinement where no phys-
ical meetings were allowed for compar-
ing notes with others, could easily
become disheartening and even self-
diminishing. And yet ways and means
have to be found to retain a psyche of
hope and success in braving through
the uncertain spell. One has to con-
vince oneself that 'this too will pass' and
that the shutdown of many activities of
the past called for a rehash of the day's
routine to keep up one's sense of pur-
pose and maintain productivity through
innovative course corrections.

Even in this difficult situation it is
possible to open up many routes of
positive thinking. First of all, the 'fear of
the unknown' that is taking a heavy toll
of self-confidence among the people
can be mitigated by grasping the
essence of what is 'known' about the
risk from this virus. People can show
herd mentality and take comfort in

numbers -- not realising that being
away from a crowd is part of the solu-
tion. For lack of scientific temper even
the educated lot would be seen carrying
a quality mask but going out without
covering their nose with it -- missing
the point that the mask was a protec-
tion against the floating virus aerosols
that could enter the body through the
mouth or nose. That washing hands on
entering the house was meant to safe-
guard against possible contact with a
contaminated surface outside, is also
not fully understood. As a noted
philosopher once said, 'understanding
is the end of the problem'. Right mes-
saging about the pandemic was there-
fore vital and in the face of multiplicity
of views and findings aired everyday by
the experts, it would be of great help if
the Centre issued a daily national bul-
letin -- from the office of the Union
Home Secretary who was in charge of
disaster management -- giving an
update on the pandemic and repeating
the precautionary measures that citi-
zens were required to follow on a run-
ning basis.

There is no reason why working from
home should be allowed to generate a
totally negative thinking. The arrange-
ment eliminates the daily hassle of hav-
ing to dress up, move out with a bagful
of stuff and negotiate a journey full of
traffic jams. Compared to a noisy busi-
ness headquarter, a quiet place at home
with flexible hours of work provides a
peaceful environ that allows for greater
concentration and hence enhances
productivity -- defined as the output
per unit of time. An awareness that

everybody else was sailing in the same
boat gives a new kind of camaraderie
that could be further reinforced by an
occasional call to a friend to chat about
something outside of the area of work.

Work from home being mostly
online, instant connectivity with one's
supervisor and teammates was avail-
able all the time and the arrangement
made way for an easy interaction, swift
and upfront, that was not always the
case in normal corporate working.
These are the times when seniors had
to show a better personal understand-
ing of those working with them and
realise that the responses of an employ-
ee were often conditioned by the per-
son's emotional state -- a successful
'boss' would be able to get better results
by just putting 'emotional intelligence'
to work after ascertaining how the
employee was doing on the family
front. 'Paternal and nurtural' approach
in management always worked well in
India.

A finer point about working from
home is that it should be made a means
of self-appraisal and evaluating one's
own performance. In the rushed job at
the business headquarter this judge-
ment is left entirely on the authority
one was reporting to and there was little
time for a pause to make a determina-
tion on one's value to the organisation.
One outcome of this state of affairs is
the tendency one develops of somehow
pleasing the 'boss' -- beyond the turf of
assigned duties. A healthy boss-subor-
dinate relationship has some defined
paradigms that would be in place all the
time but working from home does addi-

tionally provide an opportunity of an
objective self-assessment in terms of
the value one created for the organisa-
tion and the contribution one could
make on providing inputs for improving
the way of doing business. It is like what
Toyota did in the early years to rapidly
enlarge its business on the basis of the
feedback it consciously garnered from
the workers on the assembly lines. The
new workplace can become a personal-
ity enhancer if it is turned into a source
of positivity.

The concept of home becoming the
place of work is likely to graduate into
an accepted business practice in vary-
ing degrees in future because of some
benefits that it brings to the employers
like cost effectiveness, ease of logging
the work output and the facility of mop-
ping up human resource spread across
remote locations. A sense of positivity
will have to be created around the new
practice of working from home by pro-
jecting it as an 'evolution' of manage-
ment. The person at work will have to
redesign the pattern of engagement
considering it as a privileged position
and build into it methods of creating
diversions, health protocols and a con-
venient outreach to colleagues and like-
minded friends to redress the psyche of
aloofness that the new practice might
create.

Experts on mental health talk of
'break state' in between spells of work --
which is not just a 'break' but a short
interregnum in which the individual
would engage in some personal activity
of choice as a meaningful diversion. Of
great importance is the conscious

adoption of an exercise like deep
breathing or special intake of food sup-
plements meant to enhance one's
immunity. That immunity helps to pre-
vent virus infection is a part of the
understanding of the 'problem' that was
mentioned earlier. This is another way
of keeping up positive thoughts during
this crisis.

The long and devastating second
Covid wave is producing a collective
memory of personal tragedy and the
fear of new kinds of infection such as
'black fungus' is likely to spread a sense
of pessimism about the crisis manage-
ment in the country. The Centre needs
to make some mega announcements in
regard to vaccination, enlargement of
oxygen-equipped hospital capacity and
multiplication of testing facilities. All
these points of 'delivery' should be
taken right to the affected districts of
India through the execution machinery
working under the Cabinet Secretary.
Instant connectivity, the 'hot line' of the
past, must exist between the Centre on
the one hand and the DMs as also the
state control rooms, on the other. This
will provide the feedback for the Daily
Bulletin of the Home Secretary's office
referred to earlier. The political execu-
tive headed by the Prime Minister can
from time to time reiterate the policy of
handling the pandemic -- an assuring
message of constant engagement of the
administrative machinery of the gov-
ernment in executing the task has to
provide the substratum for those pro-
nouncements.

(The writer is a former Director
Intelligence Bureau)

2 years as
Andhra CM see

Jagan deftly
balance sops

with realpolitik 

 D.C. PATHAK
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Copenhagen|Agencies

Under President Barack Obama and
then Vice President Joe Biden's
administration, the US was spying

on Germany's Chancellor Angela Merkel
from 2012 to 2014, using Denmark's secret
service.

The scandal was exposed by Danish
media, triggering a political storm. This is
the second time since 2013, that the US has
been accused of spying on European politi-
cians and officials, especially Germany.

However, this time the Danish media has
gained access to the reports which provide
insights into how the Defence Intelligence
Service (FE) of Denmark collaborated with
the US National Security Agency (NSA) to
collect intelligence and information on
Germany, an ally of the US.

According to the Danish media reports,
the spying operation was targeted at
Merkel, German President -- and then
Foreign Minister -- Frank-Walter
Steinmeier and the then opposition leader
Peer Steinbruck.

Code named as 'Operation
Dunhammer', the US NSA, with the help of
Denmark's FE, tapped into Danish internet
cables to access phone conversations and
text messages of several prominent
European politicians. In a series of tweets,
Edward Snowden, a former US computer
intelligence consultant who became a
whistleblower on America's global surveil-

lance programmes using telecom compa-
nies, took a dig at the Biden administration
after the latest Danish media reports
appeared on Sunday.

"Biden is well-prepared to answer for
this when he soon visits Europe since, of
course, he was deeply involved in this
scandal the first time around. There should
be an explicit requirement for full public
disclosure not only from Denmark, but
their senior partner as well," he tweeted.

Snowden also alleged that in 2013, the
Danish government "secretly welcomed an
FBI plane-intended to kidnap me. At the
time, it seemed strange that they would
help hide another country's crimes. It was
not the Denmark I imagined".The US and
Denmark governments have not issued any
statements yet.

UNDER OBAMA-BIDEN, US SPIED

ON TOP GERMAN LEADERS

Berlin|Agencies

In yet another flight diversion inci-
dent involving Ryanair, the Irish
airline on Monday announced

that a Poland-bound plane made an
unscheduled landing in Berlin due to
information received about a possible
security threat on board.

The flight from the Irish capital
Dublin to Krakow in Poland was
diverted to the German capital at
around 8 p.m. on Sunday because
that was the closest airport, dpa news
agency quoted the airline as saying.

The plane was met by a group of
police vehicles with lights flashing as
it parked in a spot away from the
main terminal.

The 160 passengers and their lug-
gage were taken off the plane and
examined with the help of sniffer
dogs, in an operation that lasted until
4 a.m. on Monday.

The passengers then continued on
with their journey using a replace-
ment aircraft.

German federal police said on
Monday morning they had deter-
mined there was no danger to the air-

craft but have yet to release details on
the purported threat, saying only that
it was a telephone call that had raised
alarm.

German tabloids Bild and BZ said
that there had been a bomb threat,
but neither the police nor Ryanair
confirmed those reports.

Sunday's incident in Berlin comes
exactly after a week after Belarusian
authorities dispatched a fighter jet to

force another Ryanair flight to divert
to Minsk, where a dissident journalist
who was on board was then arrested
along with his girlfriend.

Roman Protasevich, a 26-year-old
dissident journalist, and his partner
were taken into custody after the
landing on May 23, prompting a raft
of measures by the EU, including
restricted access to the bloc's airspace
for Belarusian carriers.

Ryanair plane diverted to
Berlin over potential threat 

The flight from the Irish
capital Dublin to Krakow
in Poland was diverted to
the German capital at
around 8 p.m. on Sunday
because that was the
closest airport, dpa news
agency quoted the airline
as saying.

Manila|Agencies

The Philippines' elections com-
mission on Monday rejected
proposals to postpone next

year's presidential polls amid con-
cerns over the coronavirus pandemic.

The Philippine Constitution states
that elections for President and Vice
President should be held every six
years on the second Monday of May,
dpa news agency reported.

So next year's elections, scheduled
on May 9, should push through, said

James Jimenez, spokesman for the
Commission on Elections (Comelec).

"We just cannot reschedule or can-
cel elections because it is the constitu-
tion that schedules it," he said.

A Congressman proposed last week
the postponement of the elections
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, amid
concerns that the vote could be a
superspreader event.Jimenez also
warned the public against a website

conducting an online survey on
potential presidential candidates next
year.

In a Twitter post, he said that the
website PiliPinas2020.ph is "not affili-
ated with the Comelec in anyway."

Among the politicians being eyed as
possible presidential candidates are
Vice President Leni Robredo; daugh-
ter of President Rodrigo Duterte,
Mayor Sara Duterte; and Senator and
boxing champion Manny Pacquiao.

Other potential candidates are for-
mer senator and son of late dictator
Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Junior,
Manila City Mayor Francisco "Isko
Moreno" Domagoso and Senator
Grace Poe.Aside from President and
Vice President, Filipinos are also
going to elect half of the 24-member
Senate, more than 200 members of the
House of Representatives and thou-
sands of local officials.

Proposals to delay Philippines prez polls rejected
The Philippine Constitution
states that elections for
President and Vice President
should be held every six years
on the second Monday of
May, dpa news agency 
reported.

EX-ISRAELI DEFENCE
MINISTER AGREES TO
JOIN ANTI-NETANYAHU
COALITION

Tel Aviv:Former Israeli
Defence Minister Naftali
Bennett, also leader of the pro-
settler party of Yamina,
announced that he has accept-
ed a coalition deal with centrist
Yair Lapid to form "the govern-
ment of change" to oust
Benjamin Netanyahu, the
country's longest-serving
Prime Minister. Bennett said in
a statement on Sunday that he
and Lapid, leader of the cen-
trist Yesh Atid party, will work
to put together a coalition gov-
ernment following the March
23 elections, reports Xinhua
news agency. "I intend to do all
I can to form a unity govern-
ment with my friend Yair Lapid
to rescue the county from the
tailspin and return Israel to its
course," he added.

Seoul|Agencies

North Korean state media
on Monday slammed
the recent termination

of US guidelines limiting South
Korea's missile range, accusing
Washington of "hostile policy"
and "shameful double-deal-
ing",

"It is apparently deliberate
and hostile act that the US lift-
ed the firing range limit, not
content with the removal of the
warhead weight limit through
the approval of several revised
'missile guidelines'," said an
article carried by state news
agency KCNA. "The termina-
tion step is a stark reminder of
the US' hostile policy toward
North Korea and its shameful

double-dealing," the article
said.

Earlier this month Seoul and
Washington reached an agree-
ment giving South Korea more
independence regarding the
scope of its missile arsenal, dpa
news agency reported.

As part a deal dating back to
1979, South Korea agreed to
limit the range of any of its mis-
siles to 180 km, in exchange for
having access to US missiles
and missile technology.The
two countries have refined the
1979 agreement multiple times
in light of the nuclear threat
from North Korea.Recently,
South Korea had been allowed
to use missiles with a range of
up to 800 km with warheads of
up to 500 kg.

Pyongyang slams termination of
US-S.Korea missile guidelines

"It is apparently
deliberate and
hostile act that
the US lifted the
firing range limit,
not content with
the removal of
the warhead
weight limit
through the
approval of sev-
eral revised 'mis-
sile guidelines',"
said an article
carried by state
news agency
KCNA.

Kabul|Agencies

At least 16 Taliban mili-
tants were killed and
eight others arrested in

two Afghan provinces, the
country's Ministry of Defence
confirmed on Monday.

In Kunduz province, five
people were freed from the
Taliban's clutches after
Afghan National Army com-
mandos raided a hideout in
Qosh Tapa village on the out-
skirts of provincial capital
Kunduz city on Sunday night,
Xinhua news agency quoted
the Ministry as saying in a
statement."The army com-
mandos raided a Taliban
hideout at midnight. During
the operation, the security
forces received hostile fire.
They returned fire in self-
defense."In ensuing gunfight,
12 enemy combatants were
killed and eight others arrest-
ed," the statement said.

The freed people and the
arrested militants were shift-
ed to an army camp.

The Taliban hideout was
destroyed and the weapons
and ammunition were seized

during the raid, the state-
ment added.In Helmand
province, four militants were
killed and two wounded after
Afghan Air Force bombed a
Taliban position in Chah-e-
Angir, an area in restive Nad
Ali district, on Sunday.

The Taliban have intensi-
fied attacks on provincial
capitals, districts, bases and
checkpoints after US
President Joe Biden
announced that American
troops will pull out from the
country by September 11,
2021 after almost 20 years.

NATO agreed to follow
suit.Almost 10,000 NATO sol-
diers from the Resolute
Support training mission,
including 2,500 soldiers from
the US and around 1,100
from Germany, the two
biggest contingents, are due
to leave the country.

16 Taliban militants dead,
8 arrested in Afghanistan
The Taliban have
intensified attacks
on provincial capi-
tals, districts, bases
and checkpoints
after US President
Joe Biden
announced that
American troops will
pull out from the
country by
September 11, 2021
after almost 20
years.

ECOWAS SUSPENDS MALI'S MEMBERSHIP
UNTIL DEMOCRACY RESTORED

Ghana: Leaders of the Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS) suspended Mali from the sub-
regional bloc until the restoration of democratic rule in
the country hit by a political turmoil, an official said.

Addressing the media on Sunday on behalf of the
heads of state after their one-day extraordinary summit in
Ghana, Shirley AyorkorBotchway, chair of the ECOWAS
Council of Ministers, said that Mali had been tasked to
keep to the transitional timetable and restore the country
to democratic rule by next February, reports Xinhua news
agency.

"The heads of state decided to go according to the
treaty of democracy and good governance, to suspend
Mali from ECOWAS with immediate effect," said
Botchway.

At the same time, she said the leadership of the
Nigeria-based sub-regional bloc would work with Mali to
ensure that the transition remains on track toward the
end goal of returning Mali to democratic rule by February
2022.

Botchway, who is also Ghana's Foreign Minister, added
that another decision of the heads of state was that "with-
in the next few days Mali should appoint a civilian Prime
Minister to guide the transitional process.""The leaders
are also asking the international community to continue
to engage Mali to ensure that they do not derail the transi-
tional process. The coup in Mali is something ECOWAS
frowns upon because it has repercussions for the rest of
West Africa," Botchway added.The ECOWAS summit was
summoned after Colonel AssimiGoita, who led a military

Ramallah|Agencies

Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas and
visiting Egyptian

Intelligence Minister Abbas
Kamel discussed ways to sta-

bilise the ongoing ceasefire in
the Gaza Strip and the recon-
struction of the besieged
coastal enclave. During the
meeting on Sunday, the two
top officials reviewed the
recent developments in the
Palestinian territories related
to the ceasefire, which Abbas
said should include not only
the Gaza Strip, but also East
Jerusalem and the West Bank,
Xinhua news agency.

They also discussed the
internal Palestinian division
and the reconciliation dia-
logue between Abbas' Fatah
party and the Islamist Hamas
movement that rules the Gaza
Strip. Kamel, who met Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu earlier on Sunday,
is scheduled to arrive in the
Gaza Strip on Monday to hold
talks with Hamas leaders on
stabilising the ceasefire.On
May 21, Egypt brokered a

ceasefire between Israel and
the Hamas that ended 11 days
of violence between the two
sides in the besieged Gaza
Strip. The fighting left 254
Palestinians and 12 Israelis
dead, and also caused massive
damages to the buildings and
infrastructure in Gaza.

Also on Sunday, Palestinian
Prime Minister Mohammed
Ishtaye met the new European
Union's Special
Representative for the Middle
East Peace Process, Sven
Koopmans here to discuss the
revival of the Israeli-
Palestinian peace process that
has stalled since 2014.

Ishtaye said in a statement
that it is important to fill the
political vacuum by present-
ing a European initiative on
resuming the stalled peace
process to reach a just and
comprehensive solution to the
Palestinian cause.

Palestine, Egypt discuss
stabilising Gaza ceasefire

During the meeting
on Sunday, the two
top officials
reviewed the recent
developments in the
Palestinian territo-
ries related to the
ceasefire, which
Abbas said should
include not only the
Gaza Strip, but also
East Jerusalem and
the West Bank,
Xinhua news
agency.

Washington|Agencies

Gun sales in the US have continued
amid the Covid-19 pandemic and the
nationwide protests, and about a fifth

of all Americans who bought arms last year
were first-time owners, a media report said.

The New York Times report on Sunday
quoted research data from Northeastern
University and the Harvard Injury Control
Research Center as saying that 39 per cent
of American households own guns, and of
the new owners, half were women, a fifth
were Black and a fifth were Hispanic,
reports Xinhua news agency.

The ratio of households owning guns is
up from 32 per cent in 2016, The New York
Times said, quoting the General Social
Survey, a public opinion poll conducted by
a research center at the University of
Chicago.

"While gun sales have been climbing for
decades, they often spike in election years
and after high-profile crimes, Americans
have been on an unusual, prolonged buying
spree fuelled by the coronavirus pandemic,
the protests last summer and the fears they
both stoked," said the report.

In March last year, the report added, fed-
eral background checks, a rough proxy for

purchases, topped one million in a week for
the first time since the government began
tracking them in 1998.

And the buying continued, through the

protests in the summer and the election in
the fall, until a week this spring broke the
record with 1.2 million background checks,
it said.

"There was a surge in purchasing unlike
anything we've ever seen," Garen J.
Wintemute, a gun researcher at the
University of California, Davis, was quoted
as saying.

"Usually it slows down. But this just kept
going."

With the pandemic accelerating the trend
of rising gun sales, the pace has continued
this year.Americans bought more than 2.3
million guns in January, the highest since
last July, and overall in the first quarter, sales
jumped 18 per cent, compared to the first
quarter of 2020, said The Trace, a news out-
let that tracks gun sales.

Meanwhile, shooting incidents with four
or more fatalities in the US in 2021 have
reached 17, compared to the whole year
number of 23 in 2020, and 36 in 2019,
according to Gun Violence Archive (GVA), a
nonprofit research group.

Broadening the scope to include gun vio-
lence injuries, the GVA counted 610 inci-
dents in which at least four people were
shot last year, compared with 417 in 2019
and 336 in 2018.

Under the GVA definition, there have
been 231 mass casualty shootings in the US
so far in 2021, more than one per day.

Gun sales in US continue amid pandemic, protests: Report
Mogadishu|Agencies

The Somali National
Army (SNA) said its
forces have killed about

100 al-Shabab militants in
recent operations in the
Middle Shabelle region.

In a statement on Sunday,
SNA chief Odowaa Yusuf
Rage said the operations,
which were carried out in the
region to flush out al-Shabab
terrorists from the area, have
seen insurgents suffer heavy
losses and several command-
ers killed, reports Xinhua
news agency.

Odowaa told state-owned
Radio Mogadishu that several
areas including al-Shabab
bases have been liberated
from the militants.

The army chief said the
military operations, which
are still underway in the
Middle Shabelle region, will
be intensified until the insur-
gents who have conducted
terror attacks to kill and

maim innocent residents will
have been wiped out from
the region.

The Al Qaeda allied terror
group has lost many areas
previously under its control,
but the militant group is still
capable of staging attacks in
Somalia. The latest opera-
tions come as government
forces have intensified opera-
tions against al-Shabab in the
central and southern regions.

Al-Shabab has been desig-
nated as a terrorist organisa-
tion by Australia, Canada,
Malaysia, the United Arab
Emirates, the UK and the US.

The US State Department
has open bounties on several
of the group's senior com-
manders. It has carried out
major attacks including the
September 2013 Westgate
shopping mall attack (71
deaths), October 2017
Mogadishu bombings (587
deaths) and December 2019
Mogadishu bombing (over 85
deaths).

Somali army kills 100
al-Shabab militants
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Dubai | Agencies

"The ICC Board will
meet on Saturday
to discuss various

issues. One of the points of
discussion would be the T20
World Cup," confirmed an
ICC official. The final deci-
sion could, however, be
taken on July 18 at the ICC
annual conference. 

The T20 World Cup is
scheduled to be held in
India in October-November.

However, rise in Covid-19
cases in recent times has led
to doubts over whether the
Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) would be
able to host the tournament. 

The United Arab Emirates
(UAE), which will host
remainder of the Indian
Premier League (IPL), has
been kept as a standby
venue for T20 World Cup
too. 

The BCCI is expected to
seek time from the ICC and
hope that the Covid situa-

tion in India would improve
soon. An ICC recce team,
which was supposed to visit
India during the IPL, can-
celled its visit following rise
in Covid-19 cases. That also
pushed ICC to keep the UAE
as a standby venue. 

Among other issues to be
discussed at the ICC Board
meet will be the ICC's
demand for tax exemption
from the BCCI for hosting
the T20 World Cup this year
and the 50-over World Cup
in 2023.

ICC to discuss India's readiness
to host 2021 T20 World Cup

Beijing|Agencies

The Asian Zone World Cup
2022 qualifying matches
scheduled to be played at

a centralised Chinese venue will
be moved elsewhere owing to
coronavirus-related travel
restrictions.

The Asian Football
Confederation (AFC) said on
Monday the Group A matches
would be relocated to 'a neutral
venue, which will be decided
and announced in the coming
days'."The decision was made

due to the mounting challenges
faced by several participating
teams in travelling to China," a
statement said, DPA reported.

Group A consists of China,
Syria, the Maldives, Philippines
and Guam and the remaining
matches were to be played in
Suzhou between June 3 and
June 15.Due to the coronavirus
outbreaks in Syria and the
Maldives, their teams would
have had to go into strict quar-
antine in China, making games
at the scheduled dates impossi-
ble.The AFC said it remained

committed to complete the
group games by June 15. The
UAE are reportedly a possible
new host.

Syria lead the group with a
maximum 15 points, five ahead
of China. Only the first-ranked
team from the eight groups
reach the final qualifying stage. 

All groups in the Asian Zone
are completing the second qual-
ifying stage at centralised ven-
ues. North Korea pulled out of
their campaign ahead of the
final games in South Korea, cit-
ing coronavirus concerns.

World Cup 2022 qualifying
matches moved out of China

London|Agencies

New Zealand captain
Kane Williamson

may be world No. 1
Test batsman in ICC rankings
but England are confident of

getting him out in two-Test
series that begins at Lord's on

Wednesday. The English
bowlers are plotting to

rattle him with deliveries
swinging away before

bringing one back to trap
the right-hander leg

before wicket.
England fancy get-

ting Williamson out
early for a reason.
The New Zealand

batsman has a poor
record in England,

averaging 30.87.
Compared to that, his

career average is
54.31. The New

Zealand No. 3 bats-
man has scored 247

runs across four Test
matches in England.

However,
Williamson's only

hundred (132 in
2015) in England

came at Lord's, venue
for the first Test. His

next best score in
England -- a 60 -- is

also at Lord's.

England to use 'nip-backer'

against Williamson 

Paris |Agencies

World No. 2
women's
tennis

player Naomi
Osaka was fined
$15,000 for refusing to
speak to media after
her first round
win at French
Open and
faces expulsion from Grand
Slam tournaments if she con-
tinues to do so. The Japanese
player had defeated
Romania's Patricia Maria Tig
6-4 7-6 (7-4) late on Sunday
but did not turn up to face
media.The rules of Grand
Slam tournaments state that
players can be fined up to
$20,000 for failing to meet

media obligations which
includes speaking at a post-
match press conference. A

joint statement from four
Grand Slam organisers

said that the 23-year-old
faces 'sub-
stantial fines
and future

Grand Slam
suspensions'.
Osaka

responded by tweeting,
"Anger is a lack of under-
standing. Change makes peo-
ple uncomfortable." On
Wednesday, the player had
issued a statement saying she
would not face media during
French Open since she
believed the mental health of
players gets affected due to
impact of news conferences.

Doha|Agencies

Agoalless
draw
against

Asian champi-
ons Qatar in the
first-leg of the
2022 World Cup
qualifiers in
2019 in Doha
remains one of
the highlights of the career of Gurpreet Singh Sandhu, goalkeeper of the
Indian football team. He led India in that match in the absence of an ailing
Sunil Chhetri. "In Guwahati in 2019, after the 1-2 loss against Oman in our
first match of the FIFA 2022 World Cup qualifiers, there was pin-drop
silence in the dressing room after the final whistle. There was disbelief that
we lost after leading 1-0 for 80 minutes. But amidst all that disbelief, there
was belief to better it," Sandhu told AIFF website. The Indian team flew
into Doha the next day for a match against Qatar.

ANDERSON SET TO PIP KUMBLE IN
LIST OF TOP TEST WICKET-TAKERS

London|Agencies

England pace bowler James
Anderson is on cusp of sur-
passing Anil Kumble's Test
tally of 619 wickets and
equal Alastair Cook's record

of most Test matches for England.
The 38-year-old pacer, who has 614
wickets in 160 Tests, will likely go past
former India leg-spinner in first Test
against New Zealand that begins at

Lord's on
Wednesday.
Anderson is also
eight wickets short
of reaching 1,000
wickets in first-
class cricket.

Former England left-arm spinner
Wilfred Rhodes holds record for most
first-class wickets with 4,204.

England have been rotating their
two most experienced and frontline
pace bowlers -- Anderson and Stuart
Broad -- and not playing them in a
Test together in recent times. 

The Lancashire-born pacer may
get to play the Test starting on
Wednesday at Lord's where he had
made his Test debut in 2003 against
Zimbabwe. Anderson's next Test will
also be his 161st and it will
put him alongside former
England captain and opener
Alastair Cook as cricketer to
have played most number
of Test matches for England.

Anderson is fourth on list of Test cricket's top wicket-takers while
Kumble is third. 
Ex-Sri Lanka off-spinner Muttiah Muralitharan leads the list with 800
wickets whereas ex-Australian leg-spinner Shane Warne has 708 wickets.
The right-armer Anderson has played 23 Test matches at Lord's in his
18-year long Test cricket career. He has taken 103 wickets at an aver-
age of 23.89 with six five-wicket hauls at the historic venue.

ANIL KUMBLE
WICKETS - 619
TESTS - 132

JAMES ANDERSON

WICKETS - 614

TESTS - 160

TThhee  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall
CCrriicckkeett  CCoouunncciill
((IICCCC))  BBooaarrdd  iiss
mmeeeettiinngg  oonn
TTuueessddaayy  ttoo
ddeecciiddee,,  aammoonngg
ootthheerr  tthhiinnggss,,
IInnddiiaa''ss  rreeaaddiinneessss
ttoo  hhoosstt  TT2200  WWoorrlldd
CCuupp  iinn  OOccttoobbeerr--
NNoovveemmbbeerr..  

NZ WILL HAVE EDGE
OVER INDIA: MCCULLUM

"The match practice that New
Zealand are going to have lead-
ing into the
final could
just tilt it
in their
way. I
think it's
going to be
close. Just as
New Zealand
respects India, as a fan, I will
respect India, knowing how
good they are and the fighting
spirit they have. I think we are in
for a ripping World Test
Championship final. May the
best team win and the best
game."

INDIA SHOULD NOT
UNDERESTIMATE NZ IN
WTC FINAL: AGARKAR
Mumbai: India should not
underestimate the Kane
Williamson-led New Zealand
in the World Test
Championship (WTC) final
starting on June 18, former
India pacer Ajit Agarkar said
on Monday. "I hope [India
does] not [underestimate
NZ]. I don't think the Indian
team would be guilty to
underestimate them. I think
the underdog tag has gone
away from New Zealand,"
Agarkar said on STAR Sports.
The WTC final will be played
from June 18-22 at the Ageas
Bowl in Southampton.

WTT YOUTH STAR
CONTENDER: INDIA'S
DIYA-SWASTIKA 
FINISH RUNNER-UP
Tunis
(Tunisia):
Indians Diya
Chitale and
Swastika
Ghosh's
splendid run
came to an
end at the
World Table
Tennis
Youth Star
Contender as the pair lost 0-3 to Russians
Natalia Malinina and Elizabet Abraamian in the
under-19 girls doubles final here.  Diya and
Swastika lost 3-11, 6-11, 7-11. Earlier, they had
made their way into the final after defeating
Czech Republic's Linda Zaderova and Croatia's
Hana Arapovic 8-11, 11-7, 11-6, 6-11, 11-9 in a
semi-final match.In the quarter-finals, Diya and
Swastika had notched-up convincing victories
against Belarus's Vera Volkava (11-9, 11-8, 11-9)
and Russia's Natalia (12-10, 11-5, 6-11, 11-8)
respectively.Besides the runner-up finish in
doubles, Maharashtra girls Diya and Swastika
were also impressive in the under-19 singles as
both finished their campaigns in the semi-finals
after suffering identical 2-3 defeats in hard-
fought encounters.While the youth national
champion Diya gave her all and made life
tougher for Russian Vlada Voronina, before los-
ing the thrilling contest 8-11, 11-7, 11-6, 8-11, 7-
11, current junior national champion Swastika
lost to Turkey's Ece Harac 11-8, 4-11, 11-9, 3-11,
6-11 in an intense contest.

WC QUALIFIERS: 

We were confident vs
Qatar in 2019: Sandhu

Osaka fined, faces suspension
for refusing to speak to media

Paris |Agencies

Spaniard Pablo Andujar
made a remarkable
recovery from being two

sets down, for the first time in
his career, to beat a top-5 play-
er when he shocked fourth
seed Austrian Dominic Thiem
4-6, 5-7, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4 in the
first-round of French Open on
Sunday.  World No. 68 Andujar
took full advantage of Thiem's
lapses in concentration on
way to upsetting the 2018 and
2019 finalist in over four hours
and 28 minutes on Court
Philippe-Chatrier. Andujar,
who beat Roger Federer at the
Gonet Geneva Open two
weeks ago, now has a 6-23
career record against top 10
opponents.World No. 4

Thiem, who finished as run-
ner-up to Rafael Nadal in the
2018 and 2019 finals, is now 9-
8 this season. This was his first
opening-round loss at Roland

Garros in eight
appearances.

FRENCH
OPEN

KVITOVA SAVES MATCH
POINT TO STAY AFLOAT
Paris: No.11 seed Petra Kvitova played
some of her best tennis as she saved a
match point in a first-round French
Open match against Belgian qualifier
Greet Minnen, and won 6-7(3), 7-6(5), 6-
1 to stay afloat on Sunday. Had the
Czech player lost it would have been
the first time in 11 years that she had
gone down in the first round. The last
time she had lost in the opener was in
2010, when she was an unseeded 20-
year-old and lost to Australian qualifi-
er Sophie Ferguson. 

Andujar rallies to
upset 4th seed Thiem 

NO DECISION YET ON AVAILABILITY OF AUSSIE PLAYERS FOR IPL: CA
Sydney|Agencies

Cricket Australia (CA) is yet to
discuss availability of Aussie
cricketers for Indian Premier

League (IPL) which resumes in UAE
later this year, said Nick Hockley,
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of CA,
on Monday.

Hockley, who was confirmed as
CEO on Monday after being in inter-
im position for a year, said it was too
early to discuss players' availability in
IPL since the returning cricketers had
only come out of quarantine in
Sydney on Monday.

"Once we get back together as a
group that [the IPL] is something

we'll obviously need to discuss,"
Hockley was quoted as saying by
ESPNcricinfo.com.

"Our players returning from the IPL
have only today come out of quaran-
tine, so our first priority is to make
sure they are reunited with their fam-
ilies… we [then] have a tour to pre-
pare for in the West Indies," he
added.After IPL 2021 was suspended
on May 4, the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) had flown
Australian cricketers, support staff
and officials to the Maldives. The
players spent nearly a fortnight there
due to Aussie border restrictions
before flying to Sydney.

The players were then quarantined

in Sydney before they could return
home on Monday.

With the IPL likely to move to UAE
and, Australia not having any interna-
tional commitments during the win-
dow, the franchises are optimistic
that most of the Aussie players will
play.

"They (players) are clearly quite
shaken by the experience, and are
very appreciative to be back home,
very much looking forward to being
reunited with family and friends
today. It's a couple of weeks before
the West Indies touring party then
regroups at the National Cricket
Centre [in Brisbane] and then that's
the time to refocus," said Hockley.

Training with Hry men's team helped
Shafali improve back-foot play

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Shafali Verma, India women's
team opening batter, has
said she improved her

back-foot play after attending
Haryana men's team camp
ahead of Syed Mushtaq Ali T20s
this year. The 17-year-old added that
she has been practicing with wet synthetic
balls to simulate overseas conditions."I feel I
benefitted a great deal from that Ranji camp,"
said Shafali, who will travel to England in the
next couple of days with the women's team.
"My back-foot game was a bit weak earlier, but
facing the Ranji bowlers, who would come in
at around 140kph, has helped better my tech-
nique and confidence on that front," she told

ESPNcricinfo.com. The hard-hitting batter
said she consulted pace bowler Harshal

Patel, who started his IPL 2021 cam-
paign with a five-wicket haul for Royal

Challengers Bangalore, and spinner
Rahul Tewatia on dealing with
bouncers. The right-handed batter
from Rohtak, who is yet to play an
ODI, was controversially left out of
the ODI series that India lost to

South Africa women recently. She was picked
for the three-match T20I series in which she
got scores of 23, 47 and 60. The Indian team
will travel to England along with the men's
team in a charter flight, reaching on June 3.
They play a one-off Test against England in
Bristol (June 16-19) before playing three ODIs
and three T20Is from June 27 to July 15.
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The Nifty50 on the National Stock
Exchange soared to new record
levels on Monday, while the BSE
Sensex fell short of ending above
the 52,000 mark.

Nifty settled at a new record closing high
of 15,582.80, higher by 147.15 points, or 0.95
per cent, from its previous close. During the
day, it also touched a fresh intra-day high of
15,606.35. The BSE Sensex closed at
51,937.44, higher by 514.56 points, or 1 per
cent, from its previous close of 51,422.88.It
opened at 51,476.22 and touched an intra-
day high of 52,013.22 and a low of 51,179.94
points. Healthy buying was witnessed in
metal and oil and gas stocks.

Surge in the shares of index-heavyweight
Reliance Industries (RIL) also boosted the

market. RIL
shares on the
NSE closed
at Rs
2,153.50,
higher by Rs
58.70, or 2.80 per cent, from its previous
close.

Kotak Securities's Executive Vice
President, Equity Technical Research,
Shrikant Chouhan said: "Today, the market
unexpectedly closed much better. Initially,
the market went down to Friday's lowest
level, however, it was only for a short time
and the market bounced back soon."

Observing that the market seems to be
under the control of the bulls, he said that
market giants Reliance, ITC, Tata Steel,
ICICI Bank and HDFC twins all helped the
market to close higher.

NIFTY HITS NEW PEAK,
SENSEX ENDS NEAR 52,000 Team Absolute|New Delhi

The travel Industry, one of worst
affected sectors during the pan-
demic, is disappointed as the

government has so far not come up
with a specific economic relief pack-
age for it.

IATO, one of the apex body tour
operators, has expressed deep disap-
pointed over its request for rationalis-
ing GST and cascading impact it
causes on the tourism industry not
even being discussed in the GST
Council meeting held last week.

Though there is no substitute for
resumption of tourism activity which
seems far off given the second wave
of the pandemic, the apex tourism
national body has now pinned its
hopes that the government and GST
council would sympathise and do its

bit and provide succour by lowering
the stiff GST which is imposed on the
tourism industry.

According to Rajiv Mehra,
President IATO, "Tourism, more par-
ticularly the inbound one, is the worst
affected with zero inbound tourism
business in the last 14 months and
further we see no hope of inbound
tourism to start soon. In a scenario
like this we were hopeful that our
request would be favourably consid-
ered in the GST council meeting, but
what was disappointing was that it
was not even discussed."

It is more important to reduce
taxes on the tourism industry as
Indian tourism stakeholders are
going to face very tough competition
from our neighbouring countries as
they will be coming out with lucrative
offers to attract international tourists

to their countries, IATO said.
Until and unless we reduce taxes

on the tourism products, we will not
be able to compete with South Asian
and other neighbouring countries
as tax on tourism in
these countries is
very low
com-

pared to our country, Mehra said.
However, IATO is still hopeful that

some relief will be favourably consid-

ered in the
second stim-
ulus package
to be

announced by the Ministry of
Finance considering the crisis this
industry is facing.

Housing.com-ISB launch
Housing Pricing Index

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Online real estate portal,
Housing.com along with the
Indian School of Business

(ISB) on Monday announced the
launch of its Housing Pricing Index
(HPI), an indicator of economic
activity in real-estate, the second-
largest employment generating
sector in India after agriculture.

Launched during a virtual meet
attended by Union Housing and
Urban Affairs Secretary, Durga
Shanker Mishra and several indus-
try leaders and academicians, the
HPI will provide monthly reports
on price and quantity movement
in various property markets across
the country.According to the
Gurugram-based digital real estate
company, the HPI, created in asso-
ciation with the ISB Srini Raju
Centre for IT and the Networked
Economy (SRITNE), aims to serve
as a tool that tracks changes in res-
idential home prices across India's
eight major markets.

By offering useful insights into

price movement, the index could
help a potential homebuyer assess
the appropriate time to buy a
property and at the same time
assist sellers in knowing the most
opportune moment to sell their
assets.Policymakers and financial
analysts can also use it as a reliable
estimate to keep track of the trends
in the sector.Based on a survey of
cities such as Ahmedabad,
Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi NCR
(Faridabad, Ghaziabad, Gurugram,
Greater Noida and Noida),
Hyderabad, Kolkata, Mumbai and

Pune from 2017 to the present,
conducted every quarter, the Elara
Technologies-owned company's
HPI uses granular prices from
localities and their corresponding
weights based on transaction value
share of that locality in India, bas-
ing its findings on 1, 2, and 3-BHK
apartments.Data collected for this
purpose include information on
price per square foot, quantity, and
the total value of transactions in
the previous three months for vari-
ous sub-localities within each city.

It also includes other details
such as the number of bedrooms,
construction status, and the num-
ber of inventory units.

The prime objective to launch
the HPI is to bring transparency
and narrow down the trust deficit
between all the concerned indus-
try stakeholders.It will also address
the challenge of the paucity of
well-defined data and foster com-
panies with the right business
intelligence, market insights,
trends, and sentiments to sign off
well-informed decisions.

GREENPLY INDUSTRIES BULLISH ON
OFFERING INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS
TO ITS DISCERNING CONSUMERS
Kolkata|Agencies

Greenply Industries
Limited has recently
divulged that it will

invest around INR 75 crores
to set up a plywood and
allied products manufactur-
ing unit through a wholly
owned subsidiary in at
Sandila Industrial Area in
Hardoi, Uttar Pradesh. The
proposed capacity addition is
13.50 million square metre
per annum while the existing
capacity of the company is
24.90 million square metre
per annum. Greenply has
decided to set up the plant at
Hardoi considering the prox-
imity of principal raw materi-
als such as agro forestry tim-
ber and availability of work-
ers, along with growing
demand in northern and
central markets of India. The
new project is expected to be

operational by the fourth
quarter of 2021-22.  

Commenting on this
achievement,  Sanidhya
Mittal, Joint Managing
Director - Greenply
Industries Ltd "We at
Greenply is continually striv-
ing on building a sustainable
operational framework vital
for sustained value creation
by working on capacity build-
ing and securing resource
accessibility. We have decid-

ed to infuse zest, sustainabili-
ty and support all of which
enhances the meaning of
'green' in a more meaningful
way to a world and thus we
are aiming to promote sus-
tainable development
amongst the local communi-
ty through our plantation
unit in Tizit Nagaland. Our
new manufacturing unit in
Uttar Pradesh will also gener-
ate jobs for both skilled and
unskilled labour."

NNiiffttyy  sseettttlleedd  aatt  aa
nneeww  rreeccoorrdd  cclloossiinngg
hhiigghh  ooff  1155,,558822..8800,,
hhiigghheerr  bbyy  114477..1155
ppooiinnttss,,  oorr  00..9955  ppeerr
cceenntt,,  ffrroomm  iittss  pprreevvii--
oouuss  cclloossee..  DDuurriinngg
tthhee  ddaayy,,  iitt  aallssoo
ttoouucchheedd  aa  ffrreesshh
iinnttrraa--ddaayy  hhiigghh  ooff
1155,,660066..3355..TThhee  BBSSEE
SSeennsseexx  cclloosseedd  aatt
5511,,993377..4444,,  hhiigghheerr  bbyy
551144..5566  ppooiinnttss,,  oorr  11
ppeerr  cceenntt,,  ffrroomm  iittss
pprreevviioouuss  cclloossee  ooff
5511,,442222..8888..  IItt  ooppeenneedd
aatt  5511,,447766..2222  aanndd
ttoouucchheedd  aann  iinnttrraa--
ddaayy  hhiigghh  ooff  5522,,001133..2222
aanndd  aa  llooww  ooff
5511,,117799..9944  ppooiinnttss..

Travel industry disappointed with GST Council

INDIA'S LAST MILE DELIVERY TO BECOME
$6B PROFITABLE MARKET BY 2024

Team Absolute|New
Delhi

India's last mile deliv-
ery market is set to
touch a market size

of $6-7 billion by 2024,
moving in a similar
direction to markets like
China and the US
where the penetration
has reached more than
10 per cent, a new
report said on Monday.

India's last mile deliv-
ery constitutes of
FMCG, e-commerce,
retail and other cate-
gories. Of these, FMCG
constitutes the highest
followed by e-com-
merce, according to a
report by Bengaluru-
based market research
firm RedSeer.

"In the e-commerce
sector, logistics is divid-

ed between captive and
third-party logistics
(3PL). The overall e-
commerce shipments
has grown from 817
million shipments in
2018 to 1,364 million
shipments last year, and
is expected to grow over
5,000 million by 2025,"
said Kanishka Mohan, a
Director with RedSeer.

The overall road
logistics constitutes
nearly 8 per cent of the
overall GDP of the
country, across the
value creation cycle The
road logistics con-
tributes the highest in
the overall logistics
market.

"Road logistics is a
market size of $240 bil-
lion with 75 per cent
share of the overall
market size," Mohan

said in a state-
ment.

It is divided
between
Intracity and
intercity logis-
tics.Intra-city
logistics,
which
includes the
last mile
delivery, is the
movement of
goods within

200 km (one side), with
a round trip less than 24
hours, and a load less
than 5 tonnes.

"It currently repre-
sents about 18 per cent
of the overall logistics.
In the intra-city seg-
ment, the market is
dominated by players
like Porter,
LetsTransport,
Blowhorn and Lynk,"
the report showed.

Logistics have
remained a backbone
for many industries and
over the years have
enhanced its technolo-
gy-based offerings to
suit various sectors and
their needs.Today, the
larger market is divided
based on roads, ware-
housing and other
transport, the report
said.

WORLD ECONOMY TO GROW
AT 6% THIS YEAR: OECD

Paris|Agencies

The global econ-
omy could
grow by "nearly

6 per cent" this year,
the Organization for
Economic Co-opera-
tion and
Development
(OECD) said on
Monday, while warn-
ing that recovery
from the Covid-19
pandemic-related
losses will be "very
uneven".Growth will be driven by
the world's three main economic
powers, with China's gross domestic
product (GDP) set to expand by
more than 8 per cent, dpa news
agency quoted the Paris-based
OECD as saying in its 2021
Economic Outlook.

The US should be close behind,
registering nearly 7 per cent GDP
growth, with the European Union
clocking a higher-than-usual 4.25
per cent.But while this year's pro-
jected rebound would amount to
"an impressive surge after the 3.5
per-cent contraction in 2020" it is
unlikely to return living standards
"to the level expected before the
pandemic" by the end of next year,
the OECD said.It also noted that
pandemic-related curbs have made
it more difficult to estimate GDP
and "may have reduced the compa-

rability of economic outcomes
across countries".The OECD said it
while it was "very encouraging" that
some governments provided
"unprecedented" support for busi-
nesses forced to close by pandemic
restrictions, it warned that most
countries do not have the means for
such spending, meaning "head-
winds" remain for global
growth.Developing countries "have
less policy capacity to support activ-
ity than advanced economies", the
OECD said, meaning that weighed
against pre-pandemic expectations,
"output shortfall" in developing
economies could be "more than
twice that in the median advanced
economy" by the end of 2022.

A "disturbing" scarcity of coron-
avirus vaccines in poorer countries
could sharpen the divide, the
Organization added.

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Aakash Educational Services Limited
(AESL) has started a National helpline
number to support its employees in the

best possible way by providing devices like
oxygen concentrators, doctor tele-consulta-
tion as well as sharing varied information
regarding oxygen cylinders, hospital beds,
medicines etc to help protect staff from
impact of Covid.In case of the unfortunate
demise of any employee, the company is pro-
viding complete one year full salary to the
spouse.It will also provide medical insurance
to the family of the deceased employee for
three years.In addition, AESL will provide
support for the education of kids of deceased

staff at the rate of INR 5000/- per kid per
month till they complete their graduation in
India.The company is offering a job opportu-
nity within the organisation to the spouse or
the child of the deceased employee as per eli-
gibility and suitable vacancy.

Moreover, if the family requires any support
for documentation at the bank, processing
insurance claim etc due to absence of key
earning member of the house, the company is
providing all required assistance in documen-
tation & asset transfer.

Apart from supporting all on-roll employ-
ees who have tested positive for Covid-19 with
full wages, the company is granting time off to
those who require to care for their family
members.

AESL sets up medical helpline
number for its employees

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Government's decision to extend the
period of repayment of loans disbursed
under Emergency Credit Line Guarantee

Scheme (ECLGS) 1.0 by another 12 months will
come as a blessing for banks, particularly region-
al banks like City Union Bank, Karur Vysya Bank
and small private banks like DCB Bank, as it will
help them in lower non performing loan (NPL)
recognition on several of these stressed accounts
in the near term. Regional banks have been key
beneficiaries of the ECLGS as they have dis-
bursed 3-5% of the loans under this scheme. The
impact is lower for public banks (1-1.5% of
loans). The exposure for the frontline private

banks is not high at around 2% of loans. As loans
given under the scheme, largely MSME borrow-
ers, to meet their working capital needs in times
of the pandemic hit economy, carries lot of
uncertainties, the extension of the period of
repayment of these loans would prevent banks
from declaring a portion of this credit as non per-
forming loan and make extra provisioning there-
by blocking capital. According to a report on
banks by Kotak Institutional Equities, repayment
of principal under ECLGS announced by the
finance ministry in May, 2020 has already started
or will begin for a lot of borrowers and hence,
this relief (one year extension of repayment)
should result in lower NPL recognition in the
near term. The brokerage said that the Centre's

decision is significant as several public banks
who have disclosed their SMA (Special Mention
Accounts) data as of March 2021 or have dis-
closed slippages under the SME segment for
FY2021 show that the stress is quite high. This
would have meant that several loans under
RCLGS would have turned NPL. But now there is
a buffer of one more year and banks can use this
time to strengthen their ECLGS accounts. The
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) introduced the clas-
sification of Special Mention Accounts (SMA) in
2003 to identify the weakness in the loan
accounts at an early stage. This classification
serves as a risk management technique so that
banks become alert from the beginning to warn-
ing signals exhibited by the loan accounts and to
take appropriate suitable action to prevent the
loans from becoming an NPA at a future date.The
KIE report said that banks have been quite
restrictive in using restructuring or ECLGS

schemes. "It is quite hard to understand if this
behaviour represents borrowers or lenders lack
of confidence to recover from this slowdown or
confidence to come back strongly once the econ-
omy returns to normalcy," the report said. The
quantum of loans disbursed under ECLGS has
remained unchanged at Rs 3 lakh crore despite
expansion in its scope. The scheme started with
ECLGS 1 and was then revised to include the
large corporates and then further expanded to
specific stressed sectors. The pace of utilization
of this scheme has been quite low as well. Our
initial thesis was that the borrowers and lenders
would look to utilize the scheme in a relatively
short time post the window was opened. We
understand, from the press meet, that the
scheme still has another 25% (Rs 45,000 crore)
unutilized as of date, the brokerage said. The
brokerage also said that private banks in the past
have indicated that the disbursements were also

towards borrowers who utilized the scheme to
lower the cost of debt and not necessarily to
improve cash flows. Last week the Centre
announced several measures to combat the lat-
est slowdown on account of the second Covid
wave. These included 100% guarantee cover to
loans up to Rs 2 crore for setting up on-site oxy-
gen generation plants with interest rate capped
at 7.5%, borrowers who had availed loans under
ECLGS 1.0 will get an extension of an additional
year (first two years of only interest and three
years for repayment of principal and interest),
10% additional disbursement to borrowers cov-
ered under ECLGS 1.0, eligibility criteria (ceiling
of Rs 500 crore of loan outstanding under ECLGS
3.0) has been relaxed but each borrower would
be limited to 40% of loans outstanding or Rs 200
crore, whichever is lower, the scheme has been
extended to 2QFY22 or till guarantees for an
amount of Rs 3 lakh crore are issued. 

PARRYWARE RE-AFFIRMS
SAFE AND CONVENIENT
BUYING EXPERIENCE 
FOR CONSUMERS 
New Delhi: To provide a seamless and con-
tactless buying experience to consumers
amid the COVID-19 pandemic, Parryware,
further strengthens its foothold by making
its products more accessible through its
online platform 'Parryware Safe-Buy'. The
digital platform assists users to explore,
indulge and buy Parryware products, book-
ing plumbing technicians for service, repair-
related queries, and connecting with nearest
retail partners and product specialists from
the comfort of their home or workspaces.
The digital platform Parryware Safe Buy,
launched last year, aims at providing a
touch-free, timely solution with the most
convenient shopping experience to pot all
bathroom worries. Commenting on the
Parryware Safe Buy platform,  KE
Ranganathan, Managing Director, Roca
Parryware said, 'We at Parryware strive to
provide innovative solutions that are easy,
safe and quick.  With us being at the cusp of
tech-revolution, offerings like Safe Buy fits
perfectly in today's world where people are
becoming extremely tech-savvy and opting
for online purchase. As we continue to fight
the deadly pandemic, safety has become the
topmost priority for the customer when it
comes to shopping. 

ECLGS repayment extension to benefit
regional banks, lower their NPL recognition



Team Absolute|Mumbai

Hina Khan and Shaheer Sheikh feature in the music video of
"Baarish ban jaana", the new song of Stebin Ben and Payal Dev
which is scheduled to release on June 3. The makers wanted the

casting to come across as unexpected. "The monsoon being a
popular season, it's a good time for them to hear a nice
melody. So, we are trying to create a monsoon franchise of
'Baarish' songs every year. The idea of casting for this

song was it should be refreshing and different and,
most importantly, unexpected. Hence, Hina and

Shaheer were on the priority list," said creative
director of the video, Pooja Gujral.

She added: "Rather, they were my
only choice as both of them bring

this amazing freshness on screen.
Hina's vibrant smile -- and we
needed somebody who
can bring that on-screen
-- does full justice.
Also, I had worked
with Hina and

Shaheer in the
past on two differ-
ent videos and
both of them have
been amazing."

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Amitabh Bachchan has reminisced about
his journey in filmdom on social media.
Looking back at his over five-decade

career, he said that he still wonders how it all
went by.

The thespian shared a collage of his looks
in highlights films on Instagram in the early
hours of Monday. The films featured in the
collage include his debut film Saat
Hindustani, which released in 1969, along
with Deewaar, Zanjeer, Abhimaan, Coolie,

KhudaGawah, Sooryavansham,
KabhiKhushiKabhieGham, Baghban, Paa,
Sarkar and GulaboSitabo.

"52 years .. !!! Goodness .. thank you Ef
Moses for this compilation .. still wondering
how it all went by," Big B wrote as the caption.

The veteran actor has donated resources to
help set up a 25-bed oxygen facility in Juhu.
He teamed up with producer AnandPandit
for the philanthropic act. Bachchan stars in
Pandit's production "Chehre". The theatrical
release of the film has been postponed for
now owing to the Covid outbreak.

VIDYA BALAN

RELEASES TEASER

OF 

'SHERNI'
Team Absolute|Mumbai

A
ctress VidyaBalan released the

teaser of her upcoming film

"Sherni" on her social media

accounts on Monday. "A tigress

always knows the way! Ready to hear

the #sherni roar? Here's the official

teaser. Trailer out on June 2," the

actress wrote as caption with

the first clip of the film, which

she posted on Instagram and

Twitter. The actress, who plays

the role of a forest officer in the

film is seen wandering

through the wilds with her

team, searching for some-

thing. "Jungle kitnabhigh-

anakyunnaho, sherniap-

naraastadhoond hi letihai

(no matter how dense the

jungle, the tigress

knows the way)," her

voiceover says in the teser.

Sherni is directed by

"Newton" helmer Amit

Masurkar, and also fea-

tures NeerajKabi, Vijay

Raaz, SharatSaxena,

MukulChadda,

Brijendra Kala and

IlaArun in support-

ing roles. The film is

scheduled for a digi-

tal release on

Amazon Prime

Video.
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Actress Juhi Chawla has filed a suit against the implementation of 5G in India.
She says that while she is not against technology and uses it as well,
she feels that its important to address the problems it causes to

environment. The first hearing was held on Monday.
"We are not against the implementation of technological advancements.

On the contrary, we enjoy using the latest products that the world of tech-
nology has to offer, including in the field of wireless communications.
However, whilst using the latter kind of devices, we are in a constant dilem-
ma, because after doing our own research and studies regarding the RF
radiation from wire-free gadgets and network cell towers, we have suffi-
cient reason to believe that the radiation is extremely harmful and
injurious to the health and safety of the people," she says.

The actress' argument revolves around the belief that if the
telecommunications industry's plans for 5G come to fruition, no
person, no animal, no bird, no insect and no plant on Earth
will be able to avoid exposure, 24 hours a day, 365 days a
year, to levels of RF radiation that are 10x to 100x times
greater than what exists today. These 5G plans threaten
to provoke serious, irreversible effects on humans and
permanent damage to all of the Earth's
ecosystems.

An official statement shared by Juhi's
spokesperson reads: "The present suit is
being instituted in order to seek a direction from
this Hon'ble court to the arrayed Defendants,
to certify to us and, therefore, to the public at large,
that 5G technology is safe to humankind, man, woman,
adult, child, infant, animals and every type of organ-
isms, to flora, to fauna, and in support thereof,
to produce their respective studies regarding RF radi-
ation through mobile cell towers, and if not already con-
ducted, to also conduct an efficient research, and without
participation of private interest, and to subsequently furnish
the report and declare whether or not the implementation of
5G in India would be safe, keeping un regards the health
and safety of the present and future citizenry on India,
including little children and infants, as well as infants of
generations to come."

JUHI CHAWLA FILES SUIT AGAINST

5G IMPLEMENTATION IN INDIA

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actor SonuSood, who completed 19 years in
the film industry on Monday, says he has
finally found his true calling. The actor has

actively been helping people find Covid resources
like beds, oxygen cylinders, as well as medicines,
as the country battles the second wave of Covid-
19.

"It took me 19 years to find the right role of my
life, which I am doing today and I am glad that
God is the director of this real film. Today, when I
bring smiles to people's faces, that is the biggest
achievement I have till date. I want to thank God
for connecting me with the real role that I wanted
to play in my life," said Sonu. The actor says that
workwise, too, the time has gone by so quickly. "It
has been 19 years since my first film 'Shaheed-E-
Azam' released. How time flies! It still feels like the
first day when I entered Mumbai with a lot of pic-
tures in my bag and the struggle started from going
from one office to the other. I still feel the struggle
is on," he says. The actor will be seen in the films
"Prithviraj" and "Kisaan".

Big B wonders 'how 52
years in films went by'

SONU SOOD: IT TOOK ME 19 YEARS TO

FIND THE REAL ROLE OF MY LIFE

Asees Kaur: Learnt
how to record my
music during lockdown
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Working amidst lockdown has been a blessing in disguise for singer
Asees Kaur in one way at least. She learnt how to record her music by
herself at home." During lockdown situation, I'm really blessed to have

my home setup. I learnt how to record myself during lockdown
and I have been working from my home setup. It's been a
good time learning a new skill and developing it," said
Asees.

The 32-year-old is your regular binge addict when
she is not recording music. "Beyond music, I hardly
get any time but, yeah, whenever I am free, I usu-
ally sit and binge on a lot of series on Netflix.
That's how I spend time when I have no
work," she replied.

Asees' latest release is a soft romantic
single titled "Pyaardiyanrahan".

Opening up on the song, She said:
"Pyaardiyanrahan is a very beautiful
romantic song and I fell in love with
the composition when I heard it for
the first time. It's very beautifully
composed by MrinmoySarmah
and SagnikaSaha and my rea-
son for saying yes to the song
was the very relatable lyrics
written by Goldie Sohel."

She welcomes the rising
trend of independent music as
it promotes talent.

"The Independent music
scene in India is nice and open
and welcoming right now,
because I think the listeners are
welcoming new songs. They are
looking forward to new talents
and accepting non-film music. It
feels great and it's easier for all
singers to come up with their
own music," the singer said.

Why Hina Khan and Shaheer Sheikh
were cast in 'Baarish ban jaana' video
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