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INDIA ADMINISTERED RECORD NUMBER OF VACCINE DOSES ON DAY 1 OF NEW VACCINE REGIME

OVER 80 LAKH JABS
Several states have set higher vaccination targets as lockdown restrictions are eased 

The last time
India's single-day
vaccine coverage
was the highest
was on April 2
when 42,65,157
doses were
administered.

The centre on
Sunday said more
than 3.06 crore
vaccine doses are
still available with
the states while
around 24,53,080
vaccine doses will
be given to the
states within the
next three days.
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More than 80 lakh COVID-19
vaccine doses were admin-
istered across the country

in the last 24 hours, the highest sin-
gle-day coverage till now, on Day
One of centre's new vaccination
policy roll-out. Data on govern-
ment's CoWin website showed a
total of 80,95,314 vaccine shots
were administered today till 8:00
PM. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said today's record-breaking vacci-
nation numbers are "gladdening."
The vaccine remains our strongest
weapon to fight COVID-19.
Congratulations to those who got
vaccinated and kudos to all the
front-line warriors working hard to
ensure so many citizens got the
vaccine. Well done India!" PM Modi
wrote on Twitter. The centre started
providing vaccines free of charge to
all above 18 from today and took
back control of vaccination from
states, reversing a policy change
that was enforced just about a
month ago.Several states have set

higher inoculation targets as lock-
down restrictions are being eased,
with Haryana expecting to vacci-
nate at least 2 lakh people. In
Assam, which has one of the lowest
vaccination rate within the country,
the government today launched an
"Enhanced Covid Vaccination"
drive that targets to inoculate 3 lakh
people daily for the next 10 days. A
total of 3.19 lakh people were vacci-

nated in the state
on Monday.
Karnataka, targeting
to inoculate around
7 lakh people in a
boost to its vaccina-
tion drive, managed
to give the shots to
more than 10 lakh
people against
Covid in a day. 

MADHYA PRADESH TOPS

ACROSS THE COUNTRY
BBhhooppaall:: Madhya Pradesh has done the remark-
able work of administering over 15 lakh vaccines
on the first day under the vaccination campaign
being run across the country. According to state
governments' latest figures on Monday's vacci-
nation drive, Madhya Pradesh administered
15,42,632 (till the time of going for print) shots in
a day. This is a victory of the public participation
model of Madhya Pradesh, through which the
second wave of corona in Madhya Pradesh was
effectively controlled. Chief Minister Chouhan
said that vaccination and covid friendly behavior
are two such weapons, through which we will
neutralize the effect of third wave in Madhya
Pradesh. It will be our endeavor that at first no
one gets infected. On the other hand, complete
arrangements are being made in the hospitals so
that the patients can get healthy immediately.
Maharashtra administered 3,78,945 doses. 

INDIA'S COVID VAX COVERAGE CROSSES
LANDMARK OF 28-CR

In a significant development, India's cumulative vaccination coverage
has exceeded 28.80 ll crores on Monday, Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare (MoHFW) said on Monday after 80 lakh dose was adminis-
tered on single day. According to the data released by the Union
Health Ministry on Monday morning, a total of 28,00,36,898 vaccine
doses have been administered in the country through 38,24,408 ses-
sions, including 30,39,996 doses on Sunday.

Sharad Pawar to launch
national opposition unity

move from Tuesday 
Team Absolute|Mumbai

In a major initiative,
Nationalist Congress
Party President Sharad

Pawar will kick off moves for
opposition unity ahead of
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections
from Tuesday, a top party
official said on Monday.
NCP national spokesperson
and Maharashtra Minister
Nawab Malik said that in the
first round, Pawar will meet
leaders of a few political par-
ties and other prominent
experts from different fields
at his New Delhi home on
Tuesday evening. The politi-
cal leaders could include
Yashwant Sinha of the
Trinamool Congress, former
JD-U leader Pawan Verma,
Sanjay Singh of the the Aam
Aadmi Party, Farooq
Abdullah of the National
Conference, D. Raja of the
CPI and others.  Besides,
prominent personalities like
Justice A.P. Singh (retd),
Javed Akhtar, K.T.S. Tulsi,
Karan Thapar, Ashutosh, A.
Majeed Memon, Vandana
Chavan, MP, S.Y. Qureshi,

K.C. Singh, Sanjay Jha,
Sudheendra Kulkarni, Colin
Gonsalves, Ghanshyam
Tiwari and Pritish Nandy,
among others.  Before this
meeting, Sharad Pawar had
met poll strategist Prashant
Kishor, second time in ten
days. The buzz is that
Kishor-Pawar meet may be a
part of larger scheme of
things in view of next general
elections and aimed at unit-
ing like-minded parties.  The
invitation had been extend-
ed to 15 opposition parties,
but a few of them so far have
confirmed participation. The
Congress has not yet said yes
to the meet.

Srinagar: The annual
Amarnath Yatra would be
symbolic only this year, in
wake of the Covid pandemic,
but all the traditional reli-
gious rituals will be per-
formed at the cave shrine as
per practice, the J&K govern-
ment decided on Monday.  A
detailed discussion was held
with the members of the
shrine board on the present
Covid-19 situation before the
decision. Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha, who is also Chairman
of Shri Amarnathji Shrine
Board, said it would help
them to pay their obeisance
while also avoiding travel
and exposure. The meeting
was informed that shrine
board has put in place virtu-
al and televised mechanism
for live telecast of 'aarti' from
the holy cave. He also
stressed upon the need to
follow Covid protocol on the
significant and pious days
like 'Pratham Pooja', and the

'Samapan Pooja'. He further
stressed that saints visiting
the cave shrine to perform
'aarti' as per "Shastras"
would follow Covid appro-
priate behaviour. The shrine
board CEO said that
arrangements have been
made for the 'Chhari
Mubarak', the mace of Lord
Shiva, to be taken to the holy
cave on August 22, when the
yatra is to conclude, coincid-
ing with the festival of
Raksha Bandhan.  The devo-
tees can pay their virtual
obeisance to the holy ice
'Lingam' online through the
shrine board's link
www.shriamarnathjishrine.c
om/AartiLive.html. The
same may also be streamed
through the its mobile app
which may be downloaded
through the link
http://play.google.com/store
/apps/details?idcom.ncog.s
hriamarnath from the
Google Play Store.

Amarnath Yatra
cancelled in wake of
Covid-19 pandemic

Did PM-headed NDMA decide on
compensation for Covid victims:SC 
THE BENCH NOTED THAT NO ONE CAN SAY IT IS NOT A DISASTER WITHIN THE DISASTER MANAGEMENT ACT. 

Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday asked the
Central government,

whether the National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA), which is
headed by the Prime
Minster, has taken any deci-
sion not pay Rs 4 lakh com-
pensation to families of those
who succumbed to Covid. A
bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan and M.R. Shah
asked Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, representing
the Centre, whether the
NDMA, chaired by the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, has
taken any decision that no
ex-gratia compensation
should be given. The Centre,

in an affidavit, had said
under the Disaster
Management Act, 2005,
Section 12, it is the "national
authority" which is empow-
ered to recommend guide-
lines for the minimum stan-
dards of relief, including ex-
gratia assistance. This is the

function entrusted to the
authority by the law passed
by the Parliament. 

On the aspect of variance
in compensation offered by
various states to Covid vic-
tims, the top court empha-
sised, that "to avoid heart-
burn" among beneficiaries,

the Centre should consider
framing uniform compensa-
tion scheme. Justice Shah
said some scheme should be
implemented and queried
whether there be not any
uniform guidelines (on com-
pensation for Covid deaths),
and cited the example of
migrant workers. The top
court observed that every
disaster is different and there
can be a small and big pan-
demic, or a big flood or small
flood, as it insisted that stan-
dards of small pandemic
cannot be applied to a big
pandemic.  The top court
reserved the verdict on pleas
seeking directions for com-
pensation of Rs 4 lakh be
paid to the families of those
who have died of Covid.

Optional exams for Class 12 to
be held between Aug 15-Sep 15

The CBSE in an
additional affidavit
said: "Regarding the
date before which
the optional exami-
nation for the candi-
dates who are not
satisfied with their
assessment with
the policy, the
examinations for
such candidates
shall be conducted
any time between
August 15, 2021, to
September 15, 2021,
subject to con-
ducive situation."
The board added
that the examina-
tions for private,
patrachar and com-
partment would be
conducted in such a
manner so that they
will fall within the
assessment policy
for the academic
year 2019-2020. 
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The CBSE on Monday
informed the Supreme Court
that the optional examina-

tions for Class 12 students, unsat-
isfied with its assessment criteria,
would be held between August 15
to September 15. The exams
would be conducted if the envi-
ronment is conducive in the back-
drop of the ongoing Covid-19 pan-
demic.  The board said the policy
for tabulation of marks for Class 12
Board Examination 2021 has been
formulated by the CBSE to ensure
standardisation of marks, as marks
of Class 11 and 12 components
will be awarded at school level.
"Therefore, they will strictly not be
comparable across schools due to
variations in the quality of ques-
tion papers, the evaluation stan-
dard and processes, the mode of
conduct of exams, etc.," added the
affidavit. The top court had sug-
gested developing a dispute reso-
lution mechanism, the CBSE said,
disputes regarding computation of
results will be referred to a com-
mittee constituted by the board.
On Monday, a bench headed by
Justice A.M. Khanwilkar agreed to
hear on Tuesday a plea for holding
physical examinations for 
Class 12. 

Farmers to observe 'Hool
Kranti Diwas' on June 30
Team Absolute|New Delhi

The Sanyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM) has decided to
observe 'Hool Kranti Diwas'
on June 30 on all the border
protest sites as the farmers'
agitation against
the farm laws
passed by the
Central govern-
ment is nearing its
seventh month.
According to farm-
ers, villagers and
khaps in local areas
are supporting the
protest as well. The
SKM said that on
June 30, the members of trib-
al areas would be invited to
the dharna sites. "We have
extended our full support to
the tribals of village Selagar
situated on the border of
Sukma and Bijapur districts...
Those who are fighting

against the government's
decision to set up CRPF
camp in the area. This land is
being taken without any
referral/decision of the Gram
Sabha," the SKM said in a
statement. "...Also condemn

the police firing on tribals
who protested on May 17 in
which three tribals died on
the spot, one injured preg-
nant individual died later,
and 18 others were injured
and 10 are still missing," the
statement added.

3 LET TERRORISTS KILLED IN SOPORE ENCOUNTER IDENTIFIED 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: The three Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) terrorists killed in a fierce encounter with the police and security
forces at Sopore in North Kashmir's Baramulla district on Monday have been identified, officials said. The police
said during the intervening night of June 20/21, acting on a specific information generated by the Sopore police
about the presence of terrorists in the Gundibrath area of Sopore, a joint cordon and search operation was
launched by the police, the CRPF and the army. In the ensuing encounter, three terrorists, including a top LeT
commander, were killed and their bodies were retrieved from the site of the encounter, the police said.  

7TH
INTERNATIONAL

YOGA DAY
Yoga practitioners from

eight countries participated
in a digital demonstration
conducted by New York-
based yoga teacher Eddie
Stern. 

The United Nations General
Assembly had declared June
21 as the International Day of
Yoga in 2014 at the initiative
of India with the support of
177 countries. 

A relay of yoga practice with
over 3,000 people participat-
ing took place at Times
Square, which is known as
the 'Crossroads of the World',
from 7:30 am to 8 pm. 

Arul Louis|United Nations

Yoga, which provided a 'life-
line' during the Covid-19
pandemic, can help the

world recover from its ravages,
leaders at the United Nations
said on Monday on the occasion
of the 7th International Day of
Yoga. "As we take steps to recover
from the pandemic, let yoga
inspire us to approach chal-
lenges holistically, to work
together through the multilateral
system so we recover better,
stronger and greener," UN
General Assembly President
Volkan Bozkir said. Because of
the pandemic, the Yoga Day was
observed virtually at the UN this
year -- just like last year -- with-
out the mass exercises with the
participation of top UN officials

and diplomats from
around the world that
became a part of the
UN tradition since
2015.  Deputy
Secretary-General
Amina Mohammed
said that yoga can
"play a significant
role in the care and
rehabilitation of
COVID-19 patients in
allaying fears and
sorrow." India's
Permanent
Representative to the
UN, T.S. Tirumurti, said the Yoga
Day this year "seeks to reaffirm
the rejuvenating role of yoga in
promoting health and wellbeing
of the global community which
is presently coping with the per-
vasive effects of the Covid-19

pandemic." Unlike the UN,
which still maintains strict
Covid-19 precautions, the host
city New York had dropped most
Covid related restrictions last
week as the city's vaccination
rate surged to about 70 per cent,

enabling a mass celebration.  On
Sunday, the city's Times Square
held its first major event after the
restrictions fell off, celebrating
Yoga Day to coincide with the
Summer Solstice, which came a
day earlier this year. 

UN leaders emphasise yoga's role in
helping world recover from pandemic
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The Supreme Court will, on
Tuesday, hear an appeal filed
by West Bengal Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee challenging the
Calcutta High Court order refusing
filing of affidavits by her and state
Law Minister Moloy Ghatak on their
role on May 17 when four Trinamool
Congress leaders were arrested by
the CBI in connection with the
Narada sting tape case.

A bench of Justices Hemant Gupta
and Aniruddha Bose will hear the
separate appeals filed by the Chief
Minister, Ghatak and the West Bengal
government.

The plea filed by the Chief
Minister, through advocate Astha
Sharma, said the High Court order is
against all canons of substantial jus-
tice, more so in light of the fact that
the CBI was able to not only get an
urgent listing but also stay of the
order passed by the special CBI judge
on May 17, without filing any plead-
ings along with requisite affidavits,
merely on the basis of an e-mail,
without any notice to the parties con-
cerned, including the petitioner.

"The allegations made by the CBI
against the petitioner, in relation to
the events, are contradictory and
have been made in an attempt to
mislead the court. Allegations
regarding the petitioner's presence at
Nizam Palace Complex, which hous-
es the CBI office, are factual aver-
ments, and requires response by the
petitioner herein so as to refute the

claim by the CBI for the matter to be
adjudicated on merits, especially
when the allegation itself is contra-
dictory in nature," said the plea.The
top court had said that it would hear
the appeal filed by Ghatak on June
22.The five-judge bench of the
Calcutta High Court on June 9, hear-
ing the CBI's application for transfer
of the Narada sting tape case from

the special CBI court to the High
Court, had said it will consider later
the affidavits by Banerjee and
Ghatak.

"The petitioner at no point made a
forcible entry at the office of the CBI,
rather she cleared a three tier system
of central paramilitary security, as
applicable to all persons entering the
CBI office premises which is situated
on the 13th to 15th floor of the build-
ing in Nizam Palace. The petitioner
on May 17, 2021, at the time when
she was present at the CBI office,
abided by all directions issued by
officers of the CBI and any allegation
to the contrary is contrived," added
Banerjee's plea.The allegation lev-
elled are that Trinamool leaders
played key role in stopping the CBI
from performing its legal duty after
arresting four party leaders on May
17 in the case. Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta had contended before
the court that the affidavits cannot be
accepted on the ground of delay as
they were filed after the completion
of his arguments. On June 9, the High
Court had decided to consider later
the affidavits filed by Banerjee and
Ghatak.

'HC LOST SIGHT OF FACTS': MAMATA
MOVES SC IN NARADA STING CASE

Lucknow|Agencies

Mahoba district in
Uttar Pradesh has
become the first dis-

trict in the state to be com-
pletely Covid-free. The dis-
trict, on Monday, saw recov-
ery of the last known infect-
ed person. 

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has announced a
reward for the district which
eliminated the disease with
emphasis on strict screening,
treatment and vaccination.

"Mahoba's success must
serve as an inspiration for all
other districts. It is attributed
to the combined efforts of all
residents of the district,
including health workers,
frontline workers and the
local administration. The
district will be rewarded if
the current situation is main-
tained for one more week,"
announced the chief minis-
ter at a high-level Covid
review meeting held on
Monday.Mahoba has been
able to bring down the fresh
Covid-19 cases from 150

daily to not even a single
fresh case of Covid-19 infec-
tion for almost a week now.

District magistrate
Mahoba, Satyendra Kumar,
explained, "This achieve-
ment is a result of dedicated
efforts of the surveillance
committees, local participa-
tion, timely provision of free
medicine kits, large-scale
contact tracing and planned

containment strategy as per
the directives issued by the
chief minister."The adminis-
tration prioritized active sur-
veillance while simultane-
ously providing free medi-
cine kits at the doorstep of
infected people through
more than 3,000 members of
over 363 surveillance com-
mittees that are active in the
district.

Mahoba first UP district
to be corona free

Bengaluru|Hyderabad|Agencies

In major crackdown on
the illegal ganja (marijua-
na) trade, the Narcotics

Control Bureau's Bengaluru
Zone personnel made their
largest-ever seizure, recover-
ing over 2,000 kg of the nar-
cotic from a truck in
Hyderabad, officials said on
Monday.

In a statement, NCB Zonal
Director, Amith Ghawate,
said that the seized drug, val-
ued around Rs 15 crore, was
stashed between cashew nut
shells in the truck.

"The entire stockpile of
ganja was individually con-
cealed between loads of
cashew nut shells. The
accused had systematically
compressed and packed two
kg bricks in a plastic bag and

all in all, we seized 1,080
such bricks in this raid
alone," he said.

Ghawate said that the
smugglers had procured
such quantities to supply
and distribute in Pune and
Mumbai.

NCB Bengaluru and
Hyderabad teams jointly
nabbed four persons on

Sunday from Pedda
Amberpet toll plaza in
Hyderabad and seized the
ganja.The arrested were
identified as K. Kale, S. Kale,
C. Kale and B. Dhoralkar, all
hailing from Maharashtra's
Osmanabad district.

Ghawate said that the
Bengaluru team received tip-
off about this illegal trade
and formed a joint team to
nab the accused.

According to the NCB, the
illegal ganja cultivation is
concentrated around Maoist-
hit areas on the Andhra
Pradesh and Odisha border.
"Ganja from this region finds
its way all over the country
including cities like Delhi
and Mumbai besides being
smuggled across the ocean
to Sri Lanka as well," the
NCB stament said.

NCB Bengaluru zone sleuths make
largest-ever ganja seizure

MONKEY SNEAKED
INTO DELHI METRO

New Delhi: Two days after a
video clip went viral on social
media showing a monkey trav-
elling inside a Delhi Metro train
on the Blue Line, the Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) on Monday said the
simian sneaked into the train
and remained in the system for
3-4 minutes.In a statement, the
DMRC made it clear that the
monkey entered the train at
Akshardham Metro station, and
that its staff acted swiftly after
getting information about it and
the train was evacuated at the
next station. A video showing a
monkey travelling in the Delhi
Metro along with other com-
muters had gone viral on social
media on June 19. The two-
minute video attracted hun-
dreds of views since it was
uploaded on Twitter. The mon-
key, seen in the video, was
roaming inside a coach of a
Delhi Metro train.
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The fire which broke out
at a shoe factory in
West Delhi's Udyog

Nagar earlier on Monday
has been brought under
control, said a fire official.

The official said that at
least four-six people are
missing. However, no body
has been recovered so far
from the factory and a
search operation was con-
tinuing.

Although no casualties
have been reported yet, the
owner of the factory told the
firefighters that six of his
employees were missing and
were not responding to calls
on their mobile phones, said

Delhi Fire Services (DFS)
chief Atul Garg.

A major portion of the
factory has been badly dam-
aged due to the devastating
fire and the building has
been declared as dangerous

by the Municipal
Corporation, the fire depart-
ment added.A total of 31 fire
tenders and more than 100
firefighters were pressed into
service to douse the flames,
fire department officials

said, adding that two people,
who were missing earlier,
have been rescued.

The cause of the fire is yet
to be determined and the
shoe factory lacked fire safe-
ty measures, the officials
said. Fire officials also said
that information about the
fire was given late otherwise
it could have been con-
trolled earlier. "Spread over a
1000 sq m area, the factory
has two parts. The factory
was shut, however, the
owner of the factory said 4-6
people are missing as they
are not answering phone
calls, search operation is still
underway. However, no
body has been recovered so
far," Garg added.

Fire in Delhi shoe factory under control,
4-6 workers said to be missing 

Panaji|Agencies

The Goa State Commission for Protection
of Child Rights on Monday flagged
media coverage of a recent kidnapping

of a one-month old baby, while directing the
state government's Directorate for
Information and Publicity to familiarise jour-
nalists with Delhi High Court's guidelines for
media reporting on children.

The Commission said that intrusion by
media-persons who visited the home of the
kidnapped infant (who was by then traced
and re-united with the mother) and recorded
live visuals of the child and family shared on
social media was violative of the Section 71
(1) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection
of Children) Act 2015.

"The Commission has taken a serious view
of this violation by the media. As a preventive
measure, you are requested to send the
appended guidelines to all the accredited
journalists and request to follow these guide-
lines scrupulously while reporting on chil-
dren. It is further requested to upload the
same on the department website, so that sim-
ilar violation is prevented in future," the
Commission's chairperson Peter F. Borges
said to the Director of Information and
Publicity.

The Commission was referring to cable

news media coverage of the kidnapping of a
one-month old infant from the premises of
the Goa Medical College near Panaji. After the
child was re-united with the mother, media
persons visited her home while broadcasting
the location as well as the identity of the par-
ent and the child in the coverage.

The videos which were uploaded to social
media pages of local cable news channels
were later taken off on the direction of the
Commission, Borges said.

Goa Child Rights body flags media
reportage of infant's kidnapping

NOW NIOS DIPLOMA
COURSE IN YOGIC
SCIENCE OPENING
JOB AVENUES

New Delhi: On the occa-
sion of International Day of
Yoga, the central government
introduced National Institute
of Open Schooling (NIOS)
Diploma course in Yogic
Science to help those who
pass out of the course to
become a job provider rather
than a job seeker.

The two-year diploma
programme has five subjects
in the first year in which Yoga
Teaching and Training will
be taught and in the second
year, five subjects related to
Yoga Therapy will be taught.

Minister of State for
Education Sanjay Dhotre
launched the NIOS Diploma
course and released the self-
instructional material of the
course.The Minister congrat-
ulated NIOS for offering such
vocational courses to the
learners.Highlighting about
the significance of Yoga
especially during covid,
Dhotre said it has resulted in
creating many employment
opportunities.
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An amendment in the Food Security
(Assistance to State Government)
Rules, 2015, has been notified in a

move to improve transparency and curb
leakages at ration shops at the time of
weighing of foodgrains for beneficiaries
and encourage ePoS linkage with elec-
tronic weighing machines, an official
statement said.

The amendment, notified by the
Consumer Affairs, Food & Public
Distribution Ministry, aims to ensure
right quantity to beneficiaries in distribu-
tion of subsidised foodgrains under the
National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013
as per their entitlement.

It also incentivises states who have
been using ePoS efficiently and encour-
ages states to improve efficiency in ePoS
operations and generate savings.

According to the amendment, states
who are operating their ePoS devices
judiciously and are able to generate sav-
ings from the additional margin of Rs 17
per quintal, can now utilise the savings

for purchase, operations and mainte-
nance of electronic weighing scales and
their integration with the point of sale
devices.This amendment is an attempt to
take forward the reform process envis-
aged under Section 12 of the Act,
through improving transparency of oper-
ations of the Targeted Public Distribution
System under NFSA, the statement

said.While distribution through ePoS
devices ensures that subsidised food-
grains are provided to the rightful benefi-
ciary through biometric authentication,
integration of ePoS devices with elec-
tronic weighing scales would ensure that
the beneficiary is given the right quantity
of foodgrains by the Fair Price Shop deal-
er as per his entitlement, it added.

Govt notifies amendment in FSA
Rules to curb ration leakages

I, Reena Devi is wife of
Army No. 14831521M,
Rank   Sep/MT Name
Rakesh Singh Mevada
residing at: Village-
Nandni, Post-Nandni,
Tehsil-Kalapipal, Distt.-
Shajapur, State-
Madhya Pradesh, PIN-
465337. I have changed
my name Reena to
Reena Devi as per affi-
davit no. AY- 744350
date 21.06.2021 before
Bhopal Court.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, Ujjwala Sachin Kose
is wife of Army No.
14831365N,  Rank
Sep/MT Name Sachin
Kose residing at:
Village-Amravati, Post-
VMV, Tehsil-Amravati,
Distt.-Amravati, State-
Maharashtra PIN-
444604, I have changed
my name Ujjwala to
Ujjwala Sachin Kose as
per affidavit no. AY-
744358 date 21.06.2021
before Bhopal Court.

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Army No. 14831365N,
Rank   Sep/MT Name
Sachin Kose residing at:
Village-Amravati, Post-
VMV, Tehsil-Amravati,
Distt.-Amravati, State-
Maharashtra PIN-
444604, I have changed
my son name Aarav to
Aarav Sachin Kose as
per affidavit no. AY-
744356 date 21.06.2021
before Bhopal Court.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, Army No. 14831365N,
Rank   Sep/MT Name
Sachin Kose residing at:
Village-Amravati, Post-
VMV, Tehsil-Amravati,
Distt.-Amravati, State-
Maharashtra PIN-
444604, I have changed
my daughter name Anvi
to Anvi Sachin Kose as
per affidavit no. AY-
744355 date 21.06.2021
before Bhopal Court.

CHANGE OF NAME

Team Absolute|New Delhi

With increasing hesitancy among
people towards Covid-19 vaccina-
tion in remote and rural areas of the

country, the Central government on Monday
started a campaign to make aware people
and assuage rumours being spread about
the ongoing vaccination exercise against the
deadly pandemic.

Ministry of Minority Affairs along with
various socio-educational organisations,
NGOs and Women Self Help Groups have
launched the campaign which will be organ-
ised across the country in the coming days.

The nationwide "JaanHaiToJahaanHai"
campaign aims to create awareness on coro-
na vaccination in rural and remote areas and
also to "crush and curb" the rumours and
apprehensions, being spread by some vested
interests regarding the on-going vaccination
drive.

Under the campaign, various religious
leaders, prominent people from social, edu-
cational, cultural, medical, science and other
fields are giving effective messages to the

people to get vaccinated and street plays will
also be organised across the country.

Launching the campaign, Minority Affairs
Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi on Monday

said, "some vested interests are trying to
spread rumours and apprehensions regard-
ing corona vaccines in some areas of the
country. Such elements are enemies of the
health and well-being of the people".

Noting that the two "Made in India" coro-
na vaccines -- Covishield and Covaxin -- are
result of the hard work of our scientists,
Naqvi said: "It has been proved scientifically
that these vaccines are absolutely safe and
effective weapon in the fight against corona."

He further appealed that every eligible
person should get vaccinated to make India
free from the corona pandemic.

The Minister stated that State Haj
Committees, Waqf Boards, their associated
organisations, Central Waqf Council,
Maulana Azad Education Foundation, vari-
ous social and educational institutions,
NGOs, Women Self Help Groups working
under "Nai Roshni" scheme of the Minority
Affairs Ministry, have been included in the
awareness campaign.

"These organisations will encourage and
persuade the people to get vaccinated to
tackle the corona pandemic."

Centre begins Covid vax awareness campaign to allay fears 



'If vaccine is administered, markets can
remain open and economic activities can' 
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said that now we
neither have to let our loved ones get separated from their
loved ones, nor should work suffer. The most effective way of
protection against Corona is to get vaccinated. If the vaccine
is administered, then the markets will also remain open and
economic activities will also continue. Chief Minister said that
people and scientists all over the world are anticipating the
third wave of Corona and to stop this wave.

03madhya pradesh
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Various programs were organized
on International Yoga Day, every-
one gave the message of staying

healthy with yoga. BJP organized yoga
practice programs at two thousand
places in more than one thousand
mandals of Madhya Pradesh. On the
call of BJP's National President JP
Nadda to bring awareness among peo-
ple about yoga and make them aware
of the importance of yoga, the party
organized yoga at more than two thou-
sand places in all 1070 mandals of the
state on the occasion of International
Yoga Day. organized events. 

Senior party leaders, public repre-
sentatives, district officials and workers

were present in these programs organ-
ized according to the Covid guidelines.
The main program was organized in
the party's state office Deendayal
premises, in which Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, State President
Vishnu Dutt Sharma, State
Organization General Secretary Suhas
Bhagat, State Office Minister Dr.
Raghavendra Sharma, State Media In-
charge Lokendra Parashar, District
President Sumit Pachauri attended.
Yoga guru Suresh Arya Tulsi made
everyone do yoga. 

On the other hand, party's state pres-
ident Sharma reached Nalanda School
Park and attended the yoga camp
organized here along with retired IS,
IPS, doctors and sportspersons.
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Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan said
that Madhya Pradesh is

the most suitable state for
wellness and spiritual
tourism destination. The nat-
ural and rich heritage of
Madhya Pradesh attracts
tourism lovers unintentional-
ly.

Chief Minister Chouhan
was addressing an online
webinar organized by the
Tourism Department on the
topic 'Wellness and Spiritual
Tourism Destination' on
International Day of Yoga.
Describing the importance of
yoga on the occasion of
International Yoga Day, Chief
Minister said that if there is
any panacea to keep the
body healthy, it is yoga. If
yoga and pranayama are
done continuously, then the

body becomes healthy, the
intellect becomes sharp.
Chouhan said that Yoga is
thousands of years old
method of our Vedic culture.
Chief Minister urged every-

one to take a pledge that all
of you will do yoga and
pranayama every day. Make
the body healthy, healthy
and happy by doing yoga and
pranayama daily.
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that it is neces-
sary to get corona vaccine to

defeat the global pandemic Covid-19
and to protect oneself. He said that after
getting the vaccine either there will be
no corona at all and even if it happens, it
will not have much effect and the
patient will recover soon. 

Chief Minister Chouhan was address-
ing at village Parasari in Datia district by
launching the vaccination campaign on
International Day of Yoga. He started the
great campaign by getting five people on
the stage, as a symbol of the corona vac-
cine, by getting Mangal vaccine. This
great campaign is being run simultane-

ously in the entire state. 
Chouhan said that Corona Vaccine

acts as a lifesaving life. It doesn't have
any side effects. Some have a slight fever.
That is why everyone should get them-
selves vaccinated and motivate others to
get it too. Chief Minister said that this

campaign will continue. Even after get-
ting the vaccine, the guide line has to be
followed. For this, use a mask, maintain
the necessary distance, do not go in
crowds, leave the house only when nec-
essary and wash hands with soap or use
sanitizer from time to time.

VACCINE IS THE BIGGEST PROTECTION

AGAINST COVID-19 : CHIEF MINISTER 

BJP practiced yoga at 2 thousand places on Yoga Day 

VACCINATION CAMPAIGN
LAUNCHED IN VILLAGE

PARASARI, DATIA

Madhya Pradesh will become a wellness and
spiritual tourism destination: Chouhan
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In Madhya Pradesh, the vaccination
campaign started simultaneously in all
the districts in an enthusiastic atmos-

phere. Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, after visiting Maa Pitambara in

Datia district, launched the vaccination
campaign at village Parasari and appealed
to the general public to get the vaccine.
Chief Minister on this occasion By moti-
vating the general public for the vaccine,
he also administered the oath. The vacci-
nation campaign got immense success by

following the continuous efforts of Chief
Minister and the people-participation
model of the state. On the first day of the
campaign, more success was achieved
than the target of vaccination. 

More than 15 lakh people have set a
unique example in the country by apply-

ing the vaccine in a day. This is about 20
percent of the total vaccination done in
the country. 

Chouhan said that the vaccination
campaign has been successful. Madhya
Pradesh has topped other states in terms
of vaccination. Thanks to all.

Madhya Pradesh made a new
record of vaccination in single day

Don't panic
about vaccine
and don't pay
attention to
rumours
Chief Minister Chouhan
interacted with the peo-
ple while standing on
stage during the mass
contact programme.
Chouhan said that we
will not allow the dread-
ful days of Corona to
come back. Shops, busi-
ness, economic activities
will not be closed again
in the state. There is a
fear of the third wave of
Corona all over the world.
Its effect can be seen in
some places. Vaccination
is the Suraksha Chakra of
life. This is the dose of
life. We will ensure that
in the next few days,
maximum population of
the state will be vacci-
nated. Chief Minister also
told that some people are
likely to have mild symp-
toms after vaccination
like pain in hands and
feet. There is no need to
panic or get confused or
to pay attention to
rumours. This vaccine is
completely safe, effec-
tive and harmless.

RPF SI in CBI custody for seeking bribe from tea stall owner
Bhopal: A sub-inspector with the Railway Protection Force (RPF) has landed in CBI custody

for seeking Rs 7,000 bribe from a tea stall owner in Madhya Pradesh for allowing him to install
a tin shed at his shop. The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) on Monday arrested the sub-
inspector, identified as Dharam Pal Singh, for demanding and accepting a bribe of Rs 7,000 from
the complainant. Singh is the in-charge of an RPF Chowki in Banapur area in Hoshangabad dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh. A case was registered on a complaint lodged by the tea stall owner in
which it was alleged that the SI had demanded a bribe of Rs 8,000 from the complainant for
allowing him to install a tin shed at his shop opposite the Dolaria railway station in
Hoshangabad district. It was further alleged that the accused later negotiated the bribe to Rs
7,000.  The CBI laid a trap and caught the accused red-handed while accepting the bribe
amount from the complainant.  "Searches are being conducted at the premises of the accused,"
the CBI said in a statement, adding that Singh will be produced before a competent court.

Team Absolute|Gwalior

Fourteen police person-
nel were suspended for
a major lapse in the

security of BJP Rajya Sabha
MP and former union minis-
ter Jyotiraditya Scindia after
his car kept running without
a pilot vehicle for several
kilometres.

According to reports,
Scindia reached Gwalior by
road from Delhi on Sunday
night, as he was to take part
in the mega corona vaccina-
tion campaign on Monday.
For the safety of Scindia, the
vehicles of the security force
had to move ahead and
behind his car, but there was
a misunderstanding between
Morena and Gwalior when
police vehicles started follow-

ing the wrong vehicle instead
of the car of Scindia.

As a result, Scindia's vehi-
cle drove for several kilome-
tres without any protection.
On reaching Gwalior, the
police officer in Hazira area
saw Scindia's vehicle without
security, then the officer him-
self piloted Scindia to Jaivilas
where he was supposed to
put up. A total of 14 police
personnel of Gwalior and
Morena districts have been
suspended after the lapse in
the security came to light.

Gwalior Superintendent of
Police Amit Sanghi told
reporters that five jawans
have been suspended, while
Morena Superintendent of
Police Lalit Kumar has sus-
pended nine cops. The mat-
ter is being investigated.

14 COPS SUSPENDED FOR MAJOR
LAPSE IN SCINDIA'S SECURITY

One manager suspended for
negligence in work, services of
7 meter readers terminated

Bhopal : Central Zone Electricity
Distribution Company has suspended the
manager, Shailendra Mihaulia, posted in
Dattapura zone under transmission mainte-
nance circle Morena with immediate effect
on charges of negligence in work. During
the suspension period of Mihoulia, the
Headquarters Divisional Office has been
kept at Sabalgarh.

Similarly, 7 meter readers have been sep-
arated from service due to spot billing, neg-
ligence in meter reading work, not taking
readings, disobeying orders and loss of rev-
enue to the company under transmission
and maintenance through service providing
agency. The company has informed that the
meter reader working in Ganeshpura zone
of Morena circle Dinesh Shrivas, Naval
Dhakad, Meter reader working in Dattapura
zone Manoj Shrivas, Neeraj Yadav, Meter
reader working in Morena city Shishupal
Parihar through service provider agency,
Satish Dhakad and Rishi Sharma the servic-
es of have been terminated.  
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Car racing competitions in the
capital of Madhya Pradesh may
be closed due

to the Corona epi-
demic, but as soon
as they are
unlocked, car
enthusiasts have
started practicing
riding. On Sunday
evening, a young
man named Azim
Kaif was doing
stunts with a gypsy running at a high
speed in the grounds of Sophia
College in the capital, when the vehi-
cle overturned three times due to the
rear wheel of the vehicle displaced, in
which a youth was injured. The
injured is being treated at a private
hospital. According to the information
received, a young man named Azim

Kaif was running a gypsy at a speed of
about 70 km in the grounds of Sophia
College. Then suddenly the rear wheel
came off and the vehicle overturned

due to unbalance.
The vehicle over-
turned about three
times and the
youth sitting inside
the vehicle got hit
by it. It is seriously
injured. The
injured have been
admitted to a pri-
vate hospital.

It has been told that about one and
a half dozen riders from the old
Bhopal region had gathered for the
practice. Also, there was a huge pres-
ence of the audience there. Azim
drove the vehicle at high speed and
did stunts, during which one of the
rear wheel of the vehicle came out and
the accident happened.

Gypsy overturned while performing
stunts, one injured in the accident
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Aday after a Shiv Sena legislator wrote a
damning letter urging the leadership to
patch up with BJP, the party has distanced

itself from his suggestions, while the Congress
has assured that there is "no threat" to the Maha
Vikas Aghadi government headed by Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray, here on Monday.

The letter to Thackeray, recently sent by Pratap
Sarnaik, MLA from Thane's Ovala-Majiwada con-
stituency - who along with his family is facing the
heat of the Enforcement Directorate (ED) since
the past 7 months - demands the Sena should
hug the BJP for the benefit of the party.

The beleaguered Sarnaik pointed out how he
and other Sena leaders like minister Anil Parab
and ex-minister Ravindra Waikar plus their fami-
lies were being hounded by several central inves-
tigation agencies, but if Sena-BJP come together,
they will be spared of the harassment.

Interestingly, Leader of Opposition Devendra
Fadnavis dismissed it as the Sena's internal mat-
ter and claimed the party was not interested in
tying up with its ex-ally, but union minister of
state Ramdas Athawale again prodded the Sena

to return to the BJP fold.
Rushing to sympathise with Sarnaik, Congress

state Spokesperson Sachin Sawant said that from
the letter's content, it is clear the kind of mental
tortures he is being subjected to by the Central
agencies."Prime Minister Narendra Modi's gov-
ernment is blatantly misusing the probe agencies
to destabilize the MVA government. The BJP is
stooping so low to grab power by any means,"
Sawant said sharply.

Vasantrao Naik Sheti Swavlamban Mission
(VNSSM) President Kishore Tiwari - accorded a
MoS status - warned that this could be a conspir-
acy by the BJP to derail the MVA government
since Thackeray is now poised to assume 'a big
role in central politics'."The BJP is worried with
regional parties becoming strong in so many
states like Maharashtra, Odisha, Telangana, Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and recently in West
Bengal. They apprehend a serious challenge to
Modi from these regional leaders," Tiwari point-
ed out.

Sarnaik's letter came a day after Thackeray -
while reacting to Congress President Nana Patole
and Mumbai chief Bhai Jagtap's clamour for
going along in the upcoming civic elections due
in the first quarter of 2022 - said without mincing
words that people would "beat with chappals"
those who talk of solo politics without working
for solutions to people's problems.

Apparently finding few takers for his grandiose
solo plans, Patole has now made it clear that the
MVA government faces no threat from Congress
for the full five-year term, even as NCP president
Sharad Pawar is understood to be keeping close
tabs on the goings-on here.

EMBARASSED BY SHIV SENA MLA'S LETTER,
MVA CLAIMS NO THREAT TO GOVT
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Oil-to-telecom giant
Reliance Industries
(RIL) which has largely

seen its growth coming on
the back of its petrochemical
business over the past
decades, is set to see a shift in
the anchor's role with the
retail business, including its
e-commerce operations, to
drive the company's growth.

A Goldman Sachs report
noted that after growing 5x
over FY16-FY20, RIL's core
retail revenue growth has
taken a pause in FY21 due to
Covid related macro head-
winds."However, we believe
retail business (including e-
commerce) is set to be the
next growth engine for RIL,
with potential for retail EBIT-
DA to grow 10x over the next
10 years," it said.

During the macro down-
turn, RIL has focused on

building strong digital capa-
bilities and Goldman Sachs
said that the scale-up in
omni-channel offering is
driving sizeable market share
wins. It sees a six-fold
increase in grocery organised
retail penetration in India by
FY30, coupled with 15 per
cent market share gain for
RIL. "We expect RIL core
retail revenue to grow at a 36
per cent CAGR over the next
four years to $44 bn and e-
commerce revenues to be 35
per cent of total retail rev-
enues in FY25, at $15 bn," it
said."We value RIL retail busi-
ness at $88 bn in our base
case with our offline business

valuation similar to comps
and online business valuation
at the high end of the peer
group given higher GMV
growth. We also highlight our
bull case valuation of $120 bn
based on stronger than
expected macro growth and
market share wins."

Reliance's Retail business
had showcased significant
pre-Covid growth, with core
retail revenues growing 5x
during FY16-FY20 at a 50 per
cent CAGR. While growth has
taken a pause in FY21 due to
Covid related lower footfalls
causing a downturn in the
retail industry, RIL's retail
business has focused on
building strong digital capa-
bilities while continuing to
expand its physical reach. It
expects significant market
share, alongside the post
covid macro reset, to drive
significant growth for RIL
retail.

Retail business likely to be
RIL's next growth engine
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Fuel retailers spared con-
sumers of further
increase in prices by

keeping retail rates of petrol
and diesel unchanged on
Monday.

The price pause came after
the rates were raised on
Sunday, the tenth increase so
far in the month of June.

With fuel prices remaining
unchanged on Monday,
petrol continues to cost Rs
97.22 per litre and diesel Rs
87.97 per litre in Delhi.

Across the country as well
the petrol and diesel rates
remained static on Monday
but the actual retail prices
varied depending on the
level of local levies in respec-
tive states.In the city of
Mumbai, where petrol price
crossed Rs 100-mark for the

first time ever on May 29, the
fuel price reached a new high
of Rs 103.36 per litre on
Sunday. It remained at the
same level on Monday.
Diesel is also priced at Rs
95.44 a litre in the city, the
highest among metros.Petrol
prices have reached very
close to hitting the century
mark all across the country
extending the scope of his-
toric high prices that had

already made the fuel rate
cross the Rs 100 per litre-
mark in certain cities and
towns of Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh.Before Monday's
price hold, fuel prices
increased on Monday,
Wednesday, Friday and
Sunday in the previous week.
Petrol and diesel prices also
increased on four days prior

to the previous week too.
With the price pause, fuel

prices have now increased
for 27 days and remained
unchanged for 25 days since
May 1. The 26 increases have
raised petrol prices by Rs 6.83
per litre in Delhi. Similarly,
diesel rates have increased by
Rs 7.24 per litre in the nation-
al capital.With the global
crude prices also rising on a
pick up demand and deplet-
ing inventories of worlds
largest fuel guzzler -- the US,
retail prices of fuel in India
are expected to firm up fur-
ther in the coming days. The
benchmark Brent crude,
which reached multi year
high level of over $ 75 on ICE
or Intercontinental Exchange
a couple of days back, had
softened a bit to remain
around $ 74 a barrel current-
ly.

Fuel prices unchanged on MondayTAILOR KILLS 5 KIN BEFORE
COMMITTING SUICIDE

Nagpur: In a sensational development, a man
working as a tailor, allegedly killed five members of
his family before ending his own life, police said here
on Monday. 

The shocking incident, which took place at the
family's home near Pachpau Phata in the Tehsil area
of the city, came to light on Monday after locals com-
plained."As per preliminary information, the person
Alok Matulkar, 50, allegedly killed his wife and their
son and daughter, besides strangulating his mother-
in-law Lakshmi Bobade, sister-in-law Amisha, before
hanging himself," said a police official from Tahsil. "It
is not yet clear when the incident may have occurred
but came to light today. We are investigating the cir-
cumstances behind it from all angles" the zonal
Deputy Commissioner of Police Lohit Matani told
reporter.The bodies have been removed and sent for
an autopsy while police are questioning the people in
the neighbourhood and the victims' relatives to ascer-
tain the motives resulting in the six deaths.As per ini-
tial reports, there was reportedly a bitter family feud
between Matulkar and his sister-in-law that may have
triggered the ghastly multiple crime that has sent
shockwaves in the state's second capital.

Team Absolute|Nashik

BJP Rajya Sabha MP
Sambhaji Chhatrapati on
Monday said, that Silent

agitations planned over the next
few days across Maharashtra
seeking quota and other benefits
for the Maratha community have
been postponed by a month to
give the state government time
to fulfill these demands.

He had earlier sat on a three-
hour protest here, which was
attended by Maharashtra minis-
ters Chhagan Bhujbal and Dada
Bhuse, as well as state Assembly
deputy speaker Narhari Zirwal.

"The state government has
met most of our demands. It has
asked for 21 days to fulfill the rest
of the demands. Therefore, we
have decided to postpone out
silent agitation by one month.

The struggle for Maratha reser-
vation will not stop at all," he
said.Maratha outfits had
announced that they would hold
silent marches in Kolhapur,
Nashik, Raigad, Amravati and
Aurangabad, the first two having
been completed.

The BJP leader said the state
government had agreed to the
demand of setting up eight sub-
centres of Chhatrapati Shahu
Maharaj Research Training and
Human Development Institute
(SARATHI), including issuing an
order to start the Kolhapur sub-
centre immediately.

It has also agreed to give full
autonomy and more funds to
SARATHI, build hostels for
Maratha students in 23 districts
as well as OBC-like benefits to
members of the community, he
said. 

Silent march for Maratha
quota postponed by a month
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Maharashtra Rural
Development Minister
Hasan Mushrif on Monday

said there will be no elections to local
bodies in the state till 70 per cent
population is vaccinated against
COVID-19.

Till Sunday, 2,76,99,419 people
were inoculated against COVID-19 in
Maharashtra, according to the health
department.

NCP leader Mushrif was talking to
reporters in Kolhapur when he was
asked about Maharashtra minister
and Congress leader Vijay
Wadettiwar's comment that he would
not allow local bodies polls to be held
in the state till the OBC quota issue is
resolved."Due to corona, there will be
no elections till 70 per cent vaccina-
tion is done. So, till then, the quota
issue will also be resolved," Mushrif
said.To a query about Shiv Sena MLA
Pratap Sarnaik's letter to Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray wherein
he alleged that the Congress and NCP
were weakening the Shiv Sena by cre-

ating divisions in its ranks, Mushrif
dubbed it as an attempt by the BJP to
destablise the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government in Maharashtra.

The Shiv Sena, NCP and Congress
share power in the state.

Mushrif said, "The Congress and
NCP are nowhere in the state working

to weaken the Shiv Sena. In fact, both
the parties are working to strengthen
the MVA government and the leader-
ship of Uddhav Thackeray."

No local body polls in state till 70 per cent
of people vaccinated: Maha Minister
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For the convenience of
passengers and with a
view to meet the travel

demand, trips of Special
Train between Okha and
Gorakhpur is being extend-
ed. 

According to a press
release issued by Western
Railway, The trips of Train
No. 05046 Okha -
Gorakhpur Weekly Special
Train has been extended
and will run with effect
from 4th July, 2021 till fur-
ther advice. Similarly, the
trips of Train No. 05045
Gorakhpur - Okha Weekly
Special Train has been
extended and will run with
effect from 1st July, 2021 till
further advice. Composition
of the train has also been
revised with augmentation
of one AC 3 Tier coach.
Above fully reserved train

will run as Special Train on
Special Fare. The booking of
Train No. 05046 will open

on 23rd June, 2021 at nomi-
nated PRS counters & on
IRCTC website.

TRIPS OF SPECIAL TRAIN BETWEEN
OKHA & GORAKHPUR EXTENDED
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The 7th International Yoga Day was cele-
brated all over Western Railway with
zeal and enthusiasm on Monday, 21st

June, 2021. This supreme form of mind-body
discipline and gaiety was observed at
Headquarters and all the six Divisions,
Workshop Units, Railway Colonies & Railway
Institutes etc. In Mumbai, a yoga session was

organized at Rail Nikunj, Mumbai Central,
where Shri Alok Kansal - General Manager of
Western Railway was the Chief Guest and
Smt Tanuja Kansal, President Western
Railway Women's Welfare Organisation
(WRWWO) was the Guest of Honour. 

According to a press release issued by
Sumit Thakur, Chief Public Relations Officer
of Western Railway, on the occasion of
International Day of Yoga, Alok Kansal -

General Manager of Western Railway along-
with Additional General Manager, Principal
Head of Departments and Senior Railway
officers performed various Yoga asanas,
observing all Covid protocols. Other officers
& staff joined the programme through a vir-
tual link. Kansal motivated the officers and
staff with his inspirational address and set an
example by performing the Yogasanas. In his
address, he said that Yoga is our fitness Guru

and it harmonizes the body and mind. He
said that we should practice Yoga, which will
provide calmness and is essential in our hec-
tic lifestyle. He further added that Yoga
should be practiced as a routine in our life.
Speaking on the occasion, Tanuja Kansal
said that Yoga is the best thing one can
adopt, especially during this pandemic to
keep our mind calm and body healthy.
During the programme, Kansal virtually
inaugurated a 'Yoga & Meditation Centre' at
Ahmedabad and a 'Tele-consultation facility'
in Yoga and Naturopathy at Bhavnagar for
the benefit of the railway staff.  To commem-
orate the Yoga Day, an informative e-booklet
titled "Self Healing Through Yoga" was
released by Kansal. The booklet details on
making Yoga a daily routine and thereby
staying fit and leading a healthy life. It also
enumerates guidelines for yoga practice and
various Yoga postures or Asanas. A Power
Point Presentation was also made by Dr
Jancy Sekar, Yoga Consultant at Jagjivan Ram
Hospital, on the History and Tradition of
Yoga in India and its importance in our daily
life. Common Yoga protocol was demon-
strated by Dr Jancy and  group.  A competi-
tion for best Yoga posture by railway officers,
staff and their families was held and winners
for the same were declared during this pro-
gramme. An inspiring audio spot on Yoga is
being played over the Public Address system
at the stations. Interesting and attractive art-
works promoting Yoga were prepared and
posted through WR social media handles. 

INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY OBSERVED ON WESTERN RAILWAY 
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Spelling relief for the citi-
zens of the city and sur-
roundings, the Thane

Municipal Corporation will
set up a state of the art dedi-
cated cancer hospital, offi-
cials said here on Monday. 

Through the efforts of
Urban Development Minister
Eknath Shinde, the govern-
ment has approved allotment
of land at a nominal rate on a
30-year lease for the project
coming up through the TMC,
Mumbai's Tata Memorial
Cancer Hospital (TMCH),
and the JITO Educational
and Medical Trust.

"Taking into account the
rising number of cancer
patients, costly treatment and
the pressures on the TMCH
in Mumbai, Thane Guardian

Minister Shinde had been
making efforts for a well-
equipped, modern cancer
hospital. The TMC discussed
the issue with the TMCH
which expressed interest in
the project," an official said.

The TMC approved the
proposal, and will give a plot
of land for the cancer hospi-
tal at Majiwade.

The Urban Development
Department has given
approval to the decision to
give this plot for a period of
30 years at a nominal rate for
the major medical project in
the city adjoining Mumbai.

The TMCH was started in
a modest way, 80 years ago,
at Parel, with 80 beds and
now has 629 beds, and ranks
among the most renowned
facilities globally for 
oncology.

Dedicated cancer hospital
to come up in Thane



July is fast approaching, July always been
special month to me because July was the
month when I landed on this planet Earth,

eternally wandering Spirit donning human
body. 54 yrs back (I would be completing my
54 yrs of my mundane existence here on 11th
July 2021) but this coming July is more special
due to the very fact that this July month would
make a circle complete joining two haves ,
each half consisting of 27yrs -first 27 yrs of life
of raw, bewildered young man in sea of crowd
of unemployed youths and next 27 yrs of join-
ing police service and building my career in it-
starting from ASP level , learning basics of
Police leadership, honing the tools en-route,
acquiring wisdom, experiencing ups and
downs, living in different places and in differ-
ent settings, coming across n number of inter-
esting personalities and characters, serving in
three different organisations-civil police, ITBP
and now in BSF,reaching upto ADG level-
starting my journey from a village in
Bundelkhand ,no one in my village during my
childhood days had ever imagined that this our
own impoverished village lad would be cele-
brating his 54th birthday in Manipur as IG BSF
but my destiny blossomed and took shape and
left everyone flabbergasted ,stunned and in
awe of me growing bigger and bigger in
Unifrom.

Last year in July month I was in Gwalior
serving as ADG/IG Gwalior Zone , got a call on
15th July evng for reporting back to Bhopal and
joined PHQ Bhopal on 27th July on transfer as
ADG (community Policing) , but I didn’t want
to waste away my remaining service yrs getting
stuck up in Jehangirabad PHQ, wanted more
active assignments, wanted to put my energy
and time to better uses-to serve the Nation, so
applied for my second central deputation, got
picked up for prestigious force BSF this
time(first deputation was with ITBP) and
reported to BSF Hqts Delhi on 22nd February
this year,first I was put to hectic familiarisation
program, made to visit different BSF forma-
tions-from Kashmir to Kutch Gujrat,
Chattishgarh to West Bengal and finally landed
here in this beautiful North Eastern state
Manipur on 5th April as IG STC
Churachandpur and since then doing my job
of moulding raw village youths as dedicated
future soldiers to defend sacred borders of
beloved Nation.

This present decade(2021-30) is very
important in many ways , it started with very
gloomy dawn of Covid pandemic- hospitals
over spilling , ppl running from pillar to post to
get a bed in any hospital for their’s nears and
dears , ppl gasping for oxygen, exploring black
markets for rare medicines like Remsedevir
and Tocillizumab , ppl dying in hordes, system
groaning under the weight of over responsibili-
ty, exams postponed, classes suspended, jobs
lost, funds diverted to fight off pandemic and
create more medical facilities, economy in
shambles and still fear is not abated , new
more deadly Delta variant of Covid-19 been
found in this very state where I m working now
, uncertain frightening times.

Next  9-10 yrs would be devoted to rebuild
everything-broken families, downtrended
economy, destroyed nature, thus finding more
balanced living and sustainable ways, in this
present decade our country would witness two
Loksabha elections- 2024 & 2029, in the later
part of this very decade, in July 2027, I would
hang my boots after more than three decades
of Police service, youngies who are allowed to
pass in their’s 10th & 12th exams this year
would become responsible voters in this
decade and would encounter different kinds of
struggles in finding jobs which we didn’t know
when we found our jobs in early 90s , I got
selected in IPS after cracking 1993 Civil service
exams and joining in 1994 batch, infact when I
was born in late 60s (in 1967) those were the
days of experimentation. Hippie days, days of
Beat Generation, Jack Kerouac’s ‘ On the Road’

was the sort of Bible for global community of
youths in their’s 20s who had lost their’s
fathers and homes in Second World War,
everything appeared worthless and devoid of
meaning so they plunged themselves headlong
in hitchhiking, overdose of drugs, free sex and
creating alternative utopian societies although
I didn’t know or felt anything of this momen-
tous wave then being ensconced in small stag-
nated village community in one ordinary vil-
lage in Bundelkhand, for me then it was more
a life of self sustaining cooperative village com-
munity, everything sort of primitive and basic,
sitting on earthen floor in village school, walk-
ing barefoot to school,my luck shined on me
when I cracked state level scholarship exams
meant for meritorious village youths and got
selected for newly launched residential 10+2
program in G.I.C.Jhansi, then one year of inter-
lude-fiddling away my time in Atarra, entry
into famous Allahabad University, lot of strug-
gle there as delegacy scholar and finally hitting
the jackpot  by cracking Civil service examina-
tion.

While I sitting here in my Churachandpur
bungalow and writing this post I m dreaming
about my time ahead when I would be bidding
good bye to this decade in 2030 , may be living
in my Phoenix farm as retired Police officer
tending to plants and trees -my favourite
hobby-and brooding over my bygone days as
ADG/IG Gwalior, as IG BSF when I dealt with
Covid pandemic, had seen deaths of friends
and acquaintances, seen desperation and mor-
tal  fear in the eye returning crowd of migrant
workers, my daughters switching to attending
theirs classes online, voices clamouring for
restoration of Nature, pitying and empathising
with youths who were to go long way to find
jobs and to build theirs future in this pandem-
ic-torn decade but who knows what would
happen say ten years down the line , I may not
remain alive to witness all this aftereffects (few
months back my cadre lost two recently retired
IPS officers and serving officer to Cancer).

Let’s see how this coming time actually
unfolds but atleast I got solace in the very fact
this time that I would not be only weary dis-
cursive spectator in this whole drama of new
epoch unlike my years in village in 60s and 70s
when I didn’t have any inkling of big hippie
wave going outside on global level , but this
awakened participation
and witnessing enriching
me in many ways . That’s
called Lord’s Grace.
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The second wave of the Covid-19 pan-
demic is finally beginning to wane in
India. Recent studies, including one

conducted at Columbia University, find the
global prevalence of depression and anxiety
has almost doubled since the beginning of the
pandemic. According to researchers at Duke-
NUS Medical School in Singapore, three
groups -- women, young people, and persons
of low socioeconomic status -- may be espe-
cially vulnerable to Covid-related psychologi-
cal trauma. Under current circumstances, it
is certainly understandable that some people
experience stress and anxiety, characterized
by feelings of nervousness, worry, or unease.
People are concerned about becoming infect-
ed, the health and safety of loved ones, eco-
nomic disruptions, instability in family rou-
tines, as well as uncertainty as to how India
and the rest of the world will move forward
over the next few years. People may feel over-
whelmed and unable to deal with day-to-day
activities when stress and anxiety are persist-
ent or extremely intense. Stress and anxiety
can also weaken the immune system, making
individuals more susceptible to the coron-
avirus and all manner of physical illness.
Alterations in sleep, including insomnia, are
common symptoms of anxiety. It is impera-
tive, therefore, to maintain a normal sleep-
wake cycle and attain proper rest each night.
It is also vital to stay physically active and
exercise. Finally, excessive consumption of
licit or illicit substances, such as alcohol,
nicotine, cannabis, or narcotics, should be
avoided. Such substances may provide short-
term stress relief, but they typically prolong
and exacerbate anxiety in the long run.
Fortunately, a return to normalcy may finally
be on the horizon after more than a year of
living with the virus and all the societal
changes made in its wake. While many people
welcome a return to normalcy in terms of
work, activities, and socializing, it can also be
a source of concern or dread.

EDITOR’S SPECS
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Tel Aviv |Agencies

Israeli Prime Minister Naftali
Bennett has warned the Islamic
Hamas movement that the Jewish

state will not tolerate "any more vio-
lence" from the besieged Gaza Strip. 

Speaking at a memorial ceremony
to commemorate the fallen soldiers
during Israel's 2014 military cam-
paign in Gaza, Bennett said on
Sunday that his country "has lost its
patience", reports Xinhua news
agency.

He said that Hamas, which con-
trols the besieged Palestinian enclav,
will "have to get used to a different
Israeli approach, one of initiative,
decisiveness, and suspicion".

"Our enemies must understand the
rules: we will not tolerate violence,
we will not tolerate sporadic fire and
we will not tolerate renegades,"
Bennett said.

His remarks came about a week
after Bennett was sworn in as the
country's new Prime Minister and
amid renewed tensions with Gaza.

Last week, Israel carried out two
separate series of airstrikes targeting
Hamas sites in Gaza after incendiary
balloons were sent into southern
Israel amid tensions in the annexed
East Jerusalem.

On May 21, a shaky ceasefire
ended an 11-day war that claimed the
lives of 256 Palestinians in Gaza and
13 people in Israel.

Mogadishu |Agencies

The Somali National Army (SNA)
said 24 al-Shabab terrorists were
filled after its forcesfoiled an

attempted on a military base in the
southern town of Diinsoor.

In a statement on Sunday, the SNA
said that the terrorists tried to launch an
attack on the army base in Bay region
thrice, but the troops successfully
repulsed them, reports Xinhua news
agency.

The SNA further said that its forces
recovered weapons used by the al-
Shabab to kill and maim people during
an operation which was conducted after
the foiled terrorist attack.

Diinsoor district, a strategic town, is
approximately 100 km from Baidoa and
is located on the border of Bay where
the army has strong defensive units. 

Meanwhile, SNA said it has captured

al-Shabab base in Orshe village, about
50 km east of Dhusamareb, the capital
city of Galmudug state. The special

forces Gorgor carried out the operation
in the early hours of Sunday when the
terrorists suffered a huge loss.

Somali army kills 24 al-Shabab terrorists

Seoul |Agencies

Cybercriminals from
North Korea allegedly
hacked into South

Korea's state-run nuclear
research institute last month,
the media reported.

South Korea's main oppo-
sition People Power Party,
claimed that 13 unauthorised
IP addresses accessed the
internal network of Korea
Atomic Energy Research
Institute (KAERI) and some
of the IP addresses could be
traced back to Kimsuky, a
North Korean cyber espi-
onage group, reports ZDNet.

According to the US
Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security
Agency, Kimsuky is likely
tasked by the North Korean
regime with a global intelli-
gence-gathering mission.

The group has attacked
South Korean facilities in the
past too. South Korea's sci-
ence ministry said on June 18
that it was investigating a
potential hack into a state-
run nuclear research institute
after its internal network was
breached last month. 

A Ministry of Science and
ICT official said the Korea
Atomic Energy Research
Institute's network was
breached multiple times
between May 14-31. 

The ministry said the insti-
tute has since taken security
measures, such as halting its
virtual private network and
blocking the attacker's inter-
net protocol address. 

The science ministry said
in a statement that it was cur-
rently examining the extent
of the hacking incident and
the source of the attack.

NORTH KOREAN GROUP 'HACKED'
S KOREAN NUCLEAR INSTITUTE

Tel Aviv |Agencies

Israeli Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett said
that Ebrahim Raisi

becoming the new
Iranian President is a
"final wake-up call" for
the world powers not to
renew the the 2015
nuclear deal.

In a televised state-
ment on Sunday,
Bennett said that Raisi's
victory is "perhaps a
last-minute signal
before returning to the nuclear agreement to understand
with whom they are doing business and what kind of
regime they are choosing to strengthen", reports Xinhua
news agency. He added that Iran must not possess nuclear
weapons and this is the "clear and consistent position of

Israel". Like his prede-
cessor Benjamin
Netanyahu, Bennett is
an opponent of the
renewal of the nuclear
deal between the world
powers and Iran. In his
first address to
Parliament on June 14,
Bennett, a nationalist
leader of an eight-party
diverse coalition, said
that the emerging deal is
a "mistake" and that his
country "will not allow
Iran to achieve nuclear

weapons". Raisi, the incumbent Chief Justice of Iran, won
the presidential election held on June 18 by a landslide
with over 17.8 million votes.  He has formerly held several
other posts in the country judicial branch following the
1979 Islamic Revolution.

Raja Babu Singh, IG BSF Manipur

“A DECADE OF BROKEN PROMISES, LOST

HOPES AND FEAR OF UNCERTAINTY ”
The Indo-Tibetan Border Police

(ITBP) personnel, deployed at
India-China border, performed

Yoga at the icy height of 18,000 feet at
the snow covered Himalayan peaks
on the Indian-China border on
Monday.

The ITBP personnel performed
Yoga amid snowfall at Himalaya to
mark the 7th International Yoga day.

Similar to the previous years, the
ITBP personnel performed Yoga on
different high altitude border out-
posts in Ladakh ranging from 13,000
to 18,000 feet.

On the event, some ITBP person-
nel performed Yoga at 16,000 feet in
Himachal Pradesh, 14,000 feet at the
bank of Pangong Tso in Ladakh, at
Animal Transport School in
Arunachal Pradesh's Lohitpur with
horses and near Galwan valley in
Ladakh on the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) where as many as 20 Indian
Army personnel had laid down their
lives in the clashes with Chinese
Army on June 15 last year.

The specialised mountain force,
ITBP, is deployed on border guarding
duties from Karakoram Pass in
Ladakh to Jachep La in Arunachal
Pradesh covering 3,488 km of Indo-
China Border and manning Border
Outposts on altitudes ranging from
9,000 to 18,800 feet in the Western,
Middle and Eastern sectors of the
India-China border.

Performing Yoga shows the com-
mitment of ITBP personnel because
this area in Ladakh witnesses minus
30 degree Celsius during winter,
which often leads to cracking gun
barrels and other issues. The road to
Galwan are also few, which means
soilders have to survive in thin air
while carrying all their equipments.

With such a high terrain, soldiers
often need time to acclimatise to
their environment, or risk illness that
can kill anyone in hours.

ITBP PERFORMS YOGA
AT 18,000FT ICY

HEIGHTS OF LADAKH

NEW ISRAELI PM WARNS HAMAS
AGAINST 'ANY MORE VIOLENCE'

'Raisi becoming Prez final 
wake-up call to not renew Iran n-deal'

Afghan forces recapture 2 districts
Kabul |Agencies

Afghan security forces in an overnight
counter-offensive ecaptured two districts
in the northern Takhar province, an army

spokesman said on Monday. "The security
forces launched the counter-offensive in
Khawja Ghar and Bangi districts and have
regained control of them, forcing the insur-
gents to flee," the spokesman told Xinhua news
agency. Without providing more details, the
official said the government forces are in con-
trol of both the restive districts.

The Taliban militants have overrun a number of districts in Takhar
and have been mounting pressure on the provincial capital Taluqan
city. Afghanistan is witnessing an increase in security incidents as
the Taliban outfit has intensified their activities since the start of the
US-led forces pull out on May 1. The militant outfit has claimed cap-
turing more than 40 districts over the past one month.

According to Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid, five districts
have been overrun by the militant group just over the past one week. 

Security officials, without confirming the fall of districts, said "the
government forces have made tactical retreat" and would soon
launch counter-attacks to regain the districts.

Seoul |Agencies

Washington: The overall global Covid-19 caseload has
topped 178.4 million, while the deaths have surged to
more than 3.86 million, according to the Johns

Hopkins University.
In its latest update on Monday morning, the University's

Center for Systems Science and Engineering (CSSE) revealed
that the current global caseload and death toll stood at
178,424,674 and 3,864,442, respectively.

The US continues to be the worst-hit country with the
world's highest number of cases and deaths at 33,541,849 and

601,826, respectively, according to the CSSE.
In terms of infections, India follows in the second place with

29,881,772 cases.
The other worst countries with over 3 million cases are

Brazil (17,927,928), France (5,819,088), Turkey (5,370,299),
Russia (5,255,214), the UK (4,646,067), Argentina (4,268,789),
Italy (4,252,976), Colombia (3,945,166), Spain (3,757,442),
Germany (3,730,126) and Iran (3,095,135), the CSSE figures
showed. In terms of deaths, Brazil comes second with 501,825
fatalities. Nations with a death toll of over 100,000 are India
(386,708), Mexico (231,151), the UK (128,240), Italy (127,270),
Russia (127,206) and France (110,900).

Global Covid-19 caseload tops 178.4mn



Denise Welch slams UK government 'hypocrisy' after being

stopped from travelling in ambulance with elderly father

KATE SPENCER

REVEALS SHE'S

ENGAGED TO

BOYFRIEND PAUL
Los Angeles | Agencies

Coronation Street's Kate Spencer has
revealed she's engaged to
boyfriend Paul Walker - and she

said yes, "a million times over" to his
romantic proposal.

The Grace Vickers actress, 29,
beamed with happiness as she showed
off her engagement ring.

She told fans: "After the Tomahawk
steak, before the Tiramisu, and with a cof-
fee in hand, he turned me into an absolute
blubbering mess. A million times over,
completely and utterly yes."

The emotional star then used sweet hash-
tags on her Instagram post including "marry-
ing my best friend" and "all of the tears".

Kate joined the cobbles in 2019 as Spencer
the former girlfriend of Michael Bailey.

She's also starred in Doctors and Survive the
Night on TV as well as on stage in prodictions
of Alice in Wonderland, and Great
Expectations.

London | Agencies

Denise Welch has furiously hit out
at the UK government after
she was stopped from travel-

ling with her elderly father in an
ambulance at the weekend, while
football fans were allowed to line
the streets.

The actress, 63, did not say
what was wrong with her father
but highlighted what she
believes is hypocrisy from the
government amid the coron-
avirus pandemic, saying it's
unfair certain freedoms have
not returned as lockdown is
eased, while revellers partied after
England's Euros 2020 match
against Scotland on Friday.

Sharing a picture of a crowd of soc-
cer fans on Instagram on Saturday,
Denise wrote: 'Today, I wasn't allowed to

travel in an ambulance with my 84-year-
old old frightened dad. Why?? " "There

is no reason. I've tried to call out this
hypocrisy for over a year. I

came off Twitter as I
was called a

Covid denier.
Nothing
could be
further
from the
truth," she
continued.

"But I knew this would
happen. I saw the utter
hypocrisy when the gov-

ernment allowed the
clap for carers to

become a weekly carni-
val with emergency serv-

ices lining the streets with
their sirens blaring," she

added.

Iggy Azalea buys her
one year old son Onyx
a mini Range Rover

Los Angeles | Agencies

He's only one, but Iggy Azalea is already introducing her son, Onyx, to a
life of luxury. In a post on Twitter last week, the 31-year-old rapper
revealed she'd bought her young son a 'baby Range Rover'.

'I bought Onyx a baby Range today and I'm so excited. Mama has the auto-
biography and baby boy has the Evoque,' she captioned the post.

Iggy - real name Amethyst Amelia Kelly - is determined to have matching
wheels with her little boy, adding: 'I'm getting rims on it so it can be like the
mini version of mine!' According to online store, Ride On Toys Kids, a
Range Rover-inspired car retails for between $229.95 and $334.95.

But when a fan suggested Iggy had a 'driving course' set up in her
backyard for Onyx to drive around on, she drew the line. 

HUGH JACKMAN FRIEND REVEALS

'HE IS THE TIGHTEST BLOKE'
Los Angeles | Agencies

Hugh Jackman's best friend Gus Worland revealed that despite hav-
ing a net worth of a whopping $200million, Hugh would be the last
person to offer to pay the bill when hanging out.

Speaking to Sam Armytage's Something To Talk About podcast, Gus
described the Hollywood star as the 'tightest bloke' who always claims to
have forgotten his wallet during a night out.

'Hugh is unbelievable. He is the tightest bloke you've ever come across
honestly,' he said.

Gus then spoke of one incident while dining out with Hugh in New York
City, when it came to paying the bill Hugh began tapping his jacket pockets
before he said he didn't have his wallet.

"Normally he's got people with him or he's invited so he just strolls in and
strolls out," Gus revealed. 

"I'm like this is an issue, I'm not sure if I've got enough money left on my
credit cards to get this done," he recalled.

Los Angeles | Agencies

American reality TV star Khloe Kardashian
has opened up about going under the
knife, saying that she has had a nose job

once. During part two of the "Keeping Up With
the Kardashians" reunion, host Andy Cohen
asked Khloe what false claims she has heard
the most about herself.

Khloe replied that speculation about
plastic surgery is always something that
annoys her.

"For me, everyone says, 'Oh my gosh,
she's had her third face transplant. But
I've had one nose job -- Dr. Raj Kinodia -
- and everyone gets so upset, like, 'Why
don't I talk about it?'" Khloe said, reports
usmagazine.com.

Khloe shared that Cohen was the first
person to ask her about what work she
may have had done. She said: "No
one's ever asked me. You're the first
person in an interview that's ever
asked me about my nose. I've done,
sure, injections -- not really Botox. I've
responded horribly to Botox."
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ABSOLUTE PIC OF THE DAY

Demi Rose

KHLOE KARDASHIAN

ADMITS OF HAVING

A NOSE JOB!

Los Angeles | Agencies

Rebel Wilson showcases her
30 kilogram weight loss on
the set of her next project,

Senior Year, in Atlanta, Georgia.
On Sunday, the 41-year-old
looked every inch the belle of the
ball when she shot a prom scene
for the movie, and shared the
images to Instagram. 

The Pitch Perfect star looked
sensational as she showcased her
slimmed-down frame in a floor-
length pink frock, while steeping
out of a black Tesla. 

The Australian actress wore her
blonde tresses down, allowing
them to cascade past her shoul-
ders. 'Stephanie Conway arriving
in style Senior Year arriving 2022!
Can't wait for you guys to see this
movie next year,' Rebel wrote. 

'Crushing it on the costumes for
this huge Prom sequence,' she
added.  It's not the first time Rebel
has wowed fans with her dramatic
transformation. 

RReebbeell
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Team Absolute|New Delhi

Tejaswin Shankar,
India's high jump
national record holder,

has dashed down from the
USA to India with the sole
aim of qualifying for the
upcoming Tokyo Olympic
Games. He will get one last
opportunity to do that at the
National Inter-State
Athletics Championships
starting on Friday in Patiala.

Shankar, a 22-year-old
student of the Kansas State
University, will have to clear
2.33 meters, the qualifica-
tion mark, to book his ticket
to the Olympics, scheduled
to begin on July 23."The
obvious goal is to achieve
2.33m. That's the only way
out for me to go to Japan as
my world ranking points,

which is the second option
to qualify for the Olympics,
aren't good enough to make
the cut," Shankar, who flew
down to New Delhi last
week, said after a practice
session on Monday.

Shankar's season best is
2.28m while his national
record is 2.29m.This month,
Shankar won silver by clear-
ing the bar at 2.23m during
the National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA)
Division 1 Outdoor Track
and Field Championships in
Eugene."

After missing the 2.33m
mark in Eugene, the only
choice I was left with was to
come to India and compete
in the domestic meet in
Patiala before the deadline
of June 29 to qualify for the
Olympics," he said.
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Halle|Agencies

The world No. 31 is now 3-0 in ATP
Tour finals. The Frenchman had
lifted trophies at the European

Open in Antwerp and the ASB Classic in
Auckland, both ATP 250 events, last
year.

"It is incredible. It is the best victory
of my career. I am very proud because it
wasn't easy. I was a little bit tired, but I

tried to stay focused on each point, and
did what I could, so it is very nice,"
Humbert told atptour.com after the
match on Sunday.

"I tried to stay aggressive and take the
ball early because in the baseline rallies
it was tough, because Andrey was hit-
ting the ball very hard. 

Physically, it was tough, and I tried to
take my chances when I could, and I
won."

Humbert won 85 per cent of points on
his first serve and hit nine aces to win
the title in 87 minutes.

Humbert made the crucial break-
through in the eighth game of the open-
ing set as the 22-year-old began to dic-
tate with his aggressive forehand.

The Frenchman, who hit five aces in
the first set, continued to serve well, as
he fended off two break points to close
out the set.

HUMBERT OVERCOMES RUSSIAN RUBLEV FOR HALLE TITLE

London|Agencies

England wicketkeeper-batsman Jos Buttler has ruled him-
self out of the remainder of Indian Premier League (IPL)
2021 which is set to resume in the United Arab Emirates

(UAE) in mid-September.
"Usually the IPL doesn't clash with any international cricket.

When it does clash, probably England will take precedence,"
Buttler was quoted as saying by the BBC.The 30-year-old
Englishman said he will leave it to England and Wales Cricket
Board's (ECB) director of cricket Ashley Giles to decide
between IPL and England's international commitment.[Will
play] Where Ashley Giles says," he responded. Giles had earlier
said that England commitments will take precedence over
IPL.Buttler played the first Test in India in Chennai, which
England won, but returned to England after that as ECB decid-
ed to rotate players.He played the IPL but skipped the first two
Tests against New Zealand. England have lost four out of the
five Tests in his absence and drawn one."I want to play as much

as I can. You always want to be available for everything," he
added.I don't think there are any perfect answers. We play a lot
of cricket and it's important for everyone to be looked after."

Team Absolute|New Delhi

Hockey India (HI) on Monday named
veteran striker Rani Rampal as the
captain of the 16-member Indian

women's hockey squad that will compete at
the next month's Tokyo Olympic Games.

Defender Deep Grace Ekka and seasoned
goalkeeper Savita Punia will be vice-captains
of the team.While announcing the team on
June 17, HI had said that the captain would be
named later

"It is a huge honour to lead the Indian team
at the Olympics. In these past years my role as
a captain was made easy by teammates who
shared the responsibilities as senior players. I
look forward to this added responsibility and
thank HI for this honour," said Rani after
being named captain.Rani, 26, was also skip-
per of the Indian women hockey team that
competed in 2016 Rio Olympic Games.he
Indian team has over the past four years
achieved significant results, including win-
ning the Asia Cup in 2017, silver at the Asian
Games 2018, and the Asian Champions

Trophy.The team led by Rani also made it to
the quarterfinals of the FIH women's World
Cup 2018 in London for the first time. She was
the cynosure of India's performance during
the FIH Olympic Qualifiers in Bhubaneswar
where her goal put the team ahead by 6-5
against the USA and secured the qualification.

Rani Rampal named women's
hockey captain for Olympics

BUTTLER RULES HIMSELF OUT OF REMAINDER OF IPL 2021 High jumper Shankar's last chance
to qualify for Olympic Games

Goiania|Agencies

Peru ended a 10-year winless run against Colombia with a
2-1 victory in their Copa America Group A match. Sergio
Pena opened the scoring in the 17th minute when he

drilled a first-time effort into the top left corner after
YoshimarYotun's 25-yard drive rebounded off the post on
Sunday, reports Xinhua.Miguel Borja equalised for Colombia
just after halftime, converting from the penalty spot after being
brought down by goalkeeper Pedro Gallese.

The Cafeteros gifted Peru the lead in the 64th minute, with
Yerry Mina turning the ball into his own net following a
Christian Cueva corner.It was Peru's first victory in 19 outings
against Colombia dating back to 2011.Ricardo Gareca's men
are now third in the five-team Group A standings, three points
behind leaders Brazil. Colombia remain second with four
points, having played one more match than Peru.

In Sunday's only other Copa America fixture, a late goal
from substitute Ronald Hernandez earned Venezuela a 2-2
draw with Ecuador in an entertaining Group A clash.

SNEH'S ALL-ROUND DISPLAY
DUE TO GOOD COUPLE OF
DOMESTIC SEASONS: MITHALI

Bristol: India
women's team cricketer
SnehRana's all-round
display in the drawn
one-off Test against
England has earned her
praise from skipper
Mithali Raj, who felt
that "a good couple of
domestic seasons" had
given her a lot of confi-
dence.

Sneh became the first Indian woman cricketer to take
four wickets and score a half-century (unbeaten 80 in the
second innings) in Test cricket."SnehRana is sure coming
back after five years but that girl has clearly had good cou-
ple of domestic seasons. I'm sure she walked in with loads
of confidence. She played very, very sensibly, along with
Taniya Bhatia (44 not out) and Shikha Pandey (18). That
partnership was very, very crucial for us, after losing
Harman (Kaur) and PunamRaut at that stage," Mithali was
quoted as saying by cricinfo.com.Mithali said that Sneh's
contributions in the lower order, including her 41-run part-
nership with Shikha, which lasted almost 16 overs, played a
big role in taking India to the safety of the draw."I'm might-
ily impressed with all the debutants because right from
Shafali to Deepti, Sneh, Pooja Vastrakar and Taniya Bhatia,
they've all really done well. See, we need to understand
that they don't have the experience and you can't really
bombard them with too many inputs about how to play in
these situations and all you can do is give them a lot of con-
fidence that they need to believe in their ability," opined
Mithali.Mithali added that the draw had given the team a
huge psychological boost."Psychologically, I think, it's a big
boost (managing a draw). It definitely will put England on
the back foot," she added.

COPA AMERICA: PENA SETS TONE AS PERU BEAT COLOMBIA

Bucharest|Agencies

Austria advanced to the
European
Championship knock-

out stages for the first time
after they beat Ukraine 1-0 in
their final Group C match on
Monday to finish second and
set up a last 16 clash with
Italy.

The Netherlands, who
were confirmed as group
winners after beating both
Ukraine and Austria, defeat-
ed bottom side North
Macedonia 3-0 in the other
fixture to finish with nine
points while Austria have six
from two wins.

Christoph Baumgartner,
who looked shaken after a
clash of heads with Illia
Zabarnyi minutes earlier,
scored in the 21st minute
from a corner when he beat
the Ukrainian defender to

prod home from a teasing
David Alaba delivery.

The groggy Austrian mid-
fielder was withdrawn 10
minutes later and his
replacement Alessandro
Schopf nearly set up a sec-
ond when he found Marko
Arnautovic on a counter-

attack but the forward's side-
footed attempt was well off
target.Ukraine, who were
sloppy in possession and
rarely threatened in the final
third, have three points and
must wait to see if they
advance as one of the four
best third-placed teams.

Euro Cup: Austria reach
knockouts for first time
with defeat of Ukraine

Ageas Bowl|Agencies

Four days have elapsed in the
ICC World Test Championship
final between India and New

Zealand. In other words, 360 overs
were allocated to be bowled during
this period. However, because of the
heavy downpour at the venue dur-
ing the match so far, as many as
218.5 of those overs have been lost
to the weather.

When play ended, due to poor
visibility, on Sunday, New Zealand
were 101 for two wickets, replying to
India's first innings' 217. Captain
Kane Williamson was batting on 12
(37 balls, 1x4) while Ross Taylor was
yet to open his account.

In-form Devon Conway was out
for a fine 54 (222 minutes, 153 balls,
6x4s), just moments before the
umpires decided that the light was
not good enough for play.

While not formally announced
yet -- and this will only be enacted
on Tuesday -- extension of the Test

to an unusual sixth day, which has
been kept in reserve, is now verita-
bly a foregone conclusion.

One has to be wary, for Monday's
weather transpired to be much

worse than the forecast. The predic-
tion for the two remaining days,
though, is better. It remains to be
seen if they are enough to salvage a
positive result. The fourth day's play

was abandoned on Monday without
a ball being bowled due to persist-
ent rain. The umpires waited for
about five hours before calling off
the day's play.

WORLD TEST CHAMPIONSHIP:
WASHOUT IN SOUTHAMPTON

Bengaluru|Agencies

Top Indian football striker
Sunil Chhetri has signed a
new two-year contract with

Bengaluru FC that will keep him
with the Indian Super League
(ISL) side until 2023.

The deal will ensure Chhetri,
who had signed his first contract
with the club in 2013, extends his
stay at Bengaluru FC into the 10th
ISL season.

"I'm really happy to have signed
on for two more years at
Bengaluru FC. The city is home
now, and the people at this club
are like family to me. It feels like
just yesterday that I signed for the
first time here, and I have to say
the journey has been nothing
short of special," said Chhetri on
Monday.

Chhetri, 36, has made 203

appearances for the club, topping the
charts in each of his eight seasons
with the side by scoring 101 goals.

Chhetri, a six-time Player of the
Year adjudged by the All India
Football Federation (AIFF), led
Bengaluru FC to their first League
title in 2013, and has since won five
more trophies with the club, includ-
ing the Federation Cup (2015, 2017),
the ISL (2018-19) and the Super Cup
(2018).Besides, Chhetri was named
the Asian Football Confederation's
(AFC) Asian Icon in 2018 and the fol-
lowing year, he was conferred the
Padma Shri, India's fourth-highest
civilian honour. Chhetri, who scored
twice against Bangladesh in India's
joint World Cup 2022 and AFC Asian
Cup 2023 qualifiers in Doha recently,
has played more than 100 games for
India and is the country's all-time
leading scorer in international foot-
ball with 74 goals.

Chhetri commits himself to
Bengaluru FC for two more years

Frenchman Ugo Humbert overcame fourth-seeded Russian Andrey Rublev 6-
3, 7-6 (4) to clinch his maiden ATP 500 title at the Noventi Open here.

BERRETTINI OVERCOMES
NORRIE, CLINCHES
QUEEN'S TITLE

London: Top seed
Matteo Berrettini of Italy
defeated home favourite
Cameron Norrie 6-4, 6-
7(5), 6-3 to become the
first player to win the
Queen's Club
Championships on debut
since 17-year-old Boris
Becker of Germany in
1985.The 25-year-old
Berrettini, ranked ninth in
the world, did not face a
break point in the final to
triumph after one hour
and 57 minutes on
Sunday."(It was an) unbe-
lievable week. If I think
about (Boris') name and
my name, it's crazy. I was
dreaming about playing
this tournament. I was
watching (it) when I was a
kid and now I had the
chance to lift the trophy, so
it's a dream come true,"
Berrettini told atptour.com
after the match.



Team Absolute|Mumbai

Bollywood actress KalkiKoechlin misses surfing. The actress made the confession with her Instagram picture
posted on Monday where she is seen surfing in a bright orange t-shirt paired with a black bikini bottom.
"March 2021. I miss that feeling," she wrote as caption.

Actor Hrithik Roshan was amazed by Kalki's surfing skills and wrote, "So cool."
Actress SobhitaDhulipala shared that she wants to go surfing, too.
"I've wanted to do this forever! So good," Sobhita wrote. Kalki will next be seen in "Goldfish", also featuring

actors Neena Gupta and RajitKapur. The film is about Anamika (played by Kalki), who returns home to her
estranged mother Sadhana (Neena Gupta) because she is suffering from the onset of dementia.

In January, the UK shoot of the international project had to be postponed owing to Covid-19.

AISHWARYA KHARE

JOINS CAST OF

'BHAGYA LAKSHMI'
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Actress AishwaryaKhare
is all set to join the
cast of the television

show "Bhagya Lakshmi".
She feels there is a strong
connection with her char-
acter Lakshmi.

"I am honestly quite excited to be playing
Lakshmi's character. In fact, the moment I read the
script, I felt an instant connection. While Lakshmi
and I are different personalities, I feel there is a
very strong connection between both of us and
that is our common belief in Karma. 

Just like Lakshmi, I truly believe that you get
what you deserve in life and selflessness always

results in a good turn of events," says Aishwarya.
The actress claims this character is different

from her previous work.
"Lakshmi's story is very different from

some of the characters I have portrayed
until now, which all the more makes the

process a tad challenging, and exciting
as well. 

I am really eager to see how this
character unveils," says the

actress of her role in the Zee
TV show.

Team Absolute|Mumbai

The Shahid Kapoor-starrer musical blockbuster "Kabir Singh" was released
on this day in 2019 and the film's female lead Kiara Advani took to social
media on Monday to share an Instagram Story marking the occasion. "June

will always be the most special month for me! To the film that changed our
lives forever. Major Missing #2YearsofKabirSingh," she wrote. Incidentally,

Kiara's debut film "Fugly" was also a June released. The film released on
June 13 in 2014. Importantly, "Lust Stories", the OTT-released

anthology that won her much acclaim had dropped on
June 15 in 2018.

Kiara's upcoming roster includes
"Shershaah", "BhoolBhulaiyaa
2", "Jug Jugg Jeeyo" and
"Mr Lele".

Team Absolute|Mumbai

Indian-American rapper Raja Kumari released her latest
track "The Rani Cypher" on Monday, to mark World Music
Day. The track highlights its theme of woman power

with appearances by female emcees Dee MC, Siri and
MebaOfilia. "When I entered the Indian rap scene in
2016, it was rare to see a woman on stage and
even more rare

to hear a woman
on the mic. I decided early on to use my

Influence to create a platform for female artistes
and creatives in order to claim a space that could
be safe for all of us," claimed Raja Kumari, or
Svetha Rao.

She added, "It's so exciting to feature
MebaOfilia, Dee MC and Siri on this all-female
rap cypher out of India. From beginning to
end, working on Rani Cypher has been a
hands-on experience and I'm thankful to have
worked with such a talented female led team."

Siri said, "(I am) So hyped for this one! A
much-needed collaboration for the scene. The shoot
was super fun -- all of us in our element, exchang-
ing positive energy."

Dee MC said, "Super stoked to have worked
with these amazing and talented ladies on 'Rani

Cypher'. This was definitely in the works for a
while and I'm so glad it's finally hap-

pened. Safe to say it sets a bench-
mark for all upcoming female col-
laborations."

MebaOfilia said, "I'm nervous,
yet very excited! Honoured that I
got to be a part of this unique
project. Definitely a first for me,
sitting down in a studio with
artists from different parts of
India (and the world!) to record a
song. Colourless' campaign in

order to create a world in which
people look beyond their dif-

ferences, while also driving glob-
al unity."

ON INT'L YOGA DAY, SHILPA

SHETTY SUGGESTS ASANA

FOR COVID RECOVERY
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Bollywood actress and yoga enthusiast Shilpa Shetty
Kundra took to social media on the International

Yoga Day on Monday to suggest an asana that
helps early recovery from Covid-19. Shilpa shared a video on

Instagram where she is seen performing the Bhramari
Pranayama.

"BREATHE... it's THE most important function that
the body performs. Breathing right helps provide

oxygen to the organs to perform all the crucial
processes, from cognition to digestion to strength-

ening the immune system. So on World Yoga
Day, let's start by practicing the Bhramari

Pranayama," she wrote. Sharing the health
benefits of the asana, the actress informed, "It

helps generate up to 15 per cent more nitric
oxide through the vibrations of the hum-

ming sound, Aum. This in turn helps early
recovery and healing from Covid-19. Spare

a few minutes to focus on your breathing
today with the Bhramari Pranayama. It

relaxes the mind and lowers stress, while
improving concentration and alleviating

anxiety. Tag 3 friends who MUST start
their day by breathing right...

#InternationalYogaDay
#WorldYogaDay."

Shilpa, who is
a yoga enthu-
siast, regu-

larly
share

videos per-
forming dif-

ferent asanas
and encourag-

ing fans and fol-
lowers to try

yoga.
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Raja Kumari's new track

'The Rani Cypher' focuses

on gender equality

AKSHAY KUMAR BEGINS
'RAKSHABANDHAN' SHOOT
Team Absolute|Mumbai

Akshay Kumar on Monday announced commencement of his
upcoming film "RakshaBandhan". The film narrates a tale of broth-
er-sister bond, and reunites Akshay with "Toilet: EkPrem Katha"

co-star Bhumi Pednekar. Tagging Bhumi on Twitter, Akshay Kumar
tweeted: "Growing up my sister, Alka was my first friend. It was the most
effortless friendship. @aanandlrai's #RakshaBandhan is a dedication to
her and a celebration of that special bond. Day one of shoot today, need
your love and best wishes."

He marked the post with the tags #AlkaHiranandani,
#HimanshuSharma, @KanikaDhillon, @ZeeStudios_, @cypplOfficial,
#CapeOfGoodFilms and #Harjeetsphotography.

"RakshaBandhan" is helmed by Aanand L. Rai, who has just complet-
ed shooting the upcoming film, "Atrangi Re" with Akshay. The film co-
stars Sara Ali Khan and Dhanush.

Akshay Kumar's list of
upcoming films also
includes
"Sooryavanshi", "Bell
Bottom", "Prithviraj",
"Bachchan
Pandey", and
"Ram Setu".
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